Art & Culture —

Keywords and key phrases:

Art & Culture — Keywords & Key Phrases

Architecture & Sculpture

e Sacred Geometry — symbolic planning of
temples and stupas.

e Syncretic Architecture — fusion of Indo-
Islamic and regional forms.

e Dravida—Nagara-Vesara — threefold
typology of temple styles.

e Cosmic Axis (Axis Mundi) —
shikhara/vimana as link between heaven &
earth.

e Patronage of Kingship — rulers as dharmic
legitimisers through architecture.

e Rock-cut Traditions — Ajanta, Ellora,
Elephanta as living sanctuaries.

Dance, Music & Theatre

o Natya Shastra Tradition — codification of
rasa—bhava.

e Sacral Aesthetics — linking performance
with devotion.

e  Guru-Shishya Parampara — transmission of
cultural knowledge.

e Syncretism in Music — Sufi gawwalis +
Bhakti bhajans.

e Gharana System — Hindustani musical
lineages.

e Cultural Diplomacy — Indian dances/music
as soft power.

Painting & Visual Arts

e Narrative Murals — Ajanta Jataka stories as
visual texts.

e  Miniature Schools — Mughal, Rajput,
Deccan, Pahari traditions.

e Company Paintings — colonial hybridity of
art forms.
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e Bengal School — cultural nationalism
through art.

e Vernacular Aesthetics — folk art forms like
Warli, Madhubani.

Philosophy & Literature

e Astika vs Nastika — orthodox vs heterodox
schools.

e Practical Vedanta — Vivekananda’s
reinterpretation.

e Ahimsa & Syadvada — Jain contributions to
ethics.

e Bhakti—Sufi Syncretism — spiritual
democracy, inclusivity.

e Vernacularisation of Literature — rise of
regional bhasha texts.

e Nationalist Literature — Bankim, Tagore,
Premchand shaping consciousness.

Cross-cutting Themes

e Sacred Geography — cultural mapping of
pilgrimages (Char Dham, Sufi shrines).

¢ Intangible Heritage — traditions, rituals, oral
epics.

e Civilisational Continuity — IVC to modern
India without rupture.

e Cultural Resilience — adaptation under
colonialism/globalisation.

e Soft Power Capital — culture as India’s
global identity.

e UNESCO Heritage — recognition of India’s
tangible & intangible heritage.

e Cultural Nationalism — art as a tool of anti-
colonial resistance.

General Indian Heritage Highlights

Keywords

e Continuity & change, syncretism, symbolism,
sacred geography, patronage,

vernacularisation, aesthetics, cultural

nationalism.
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Facts & Data

1. India has 42 UNESCO World Heritage Sites
(2023), 6th highest in world.

2. 8 classical dance forms recognised by SNA
(Bharatanatyam, Kathak, Odissi, Kuchipudi,
Kathakali, Manipuri, Mohiniyattam, Sattriya).

3. 3 schools of temple architecture: Nagara
(North), Dravida (South), Vesara (Deccan).

4. Painting heritage: Ajanta murals (2nd BCE-6th
CE), Mughal miniatures (16th—18th c.).

5. Languages: 22 scheduled, but >1600 mother
tongues (Census 2011).

Major Themes
e Architecture

o Buddhist: Stupas (Sanchi), rock-cut caves
(Ajanta, Ellora, Karle).

o Hindu temples: Nagara (Kandariya
Mahadev, Khajuraho), Dravida
(Brihadeshwara,  Tanjore),  Vesara

(Hoysaleswara, Halebid).

o Indo-Islamic: Qutub Minar, Humayun’s

Tomb, Taj Mahal.

o Modern: Indo-Saracenic (Victoria
Memorial), Lutyens’ Delhi.
e Dance & Music o Natya Shastra as classical
base.

o Gharana tradition in Hindustani;
Carnatic focus on kritis. \

o Sufi & Bhakti influence on devotional
music.

e Painting & Sculpture o Rock paintings

(Bhimbetka).

o Mughal, Rajput, Pahari, Deccan
miniature schools.

o Chola bronze Nataraja as symbol of
cosmic rhythm.

e Literature & Philosophy o Vedas,

Upanishads, Sangam texts.

o Bhakti & Sufi poetry (Kabir, Tulsidas,

Amir Khusrau).
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o Modern Indian literature in vernacular
languages fostered nationalism.

Analysis (Keywords)

e Syncretism: Fusion of Hindu—Buddhist,
Bhakti—Sufi, Indo-Islamic traditions.

e Patronage: Kings (Guptas, Cholas, Mughals)
+ modern institutions (SNA, IGNCA).

e Cultural Nationalism: Arts fuelled freedom

struggle (Bengal School, Tagore,
Abanindranath).
e Regional Diversity:  Distinct  schools

(Dravidian, Nagara, Mughal, Rajput).

e Globalisation Impact: Yoga, Ayurveda,
Bollywood globalised Indian culture.

e Limitations: Regional imbalances in
recognition, heritage erosion,
commercialisation.

Examples
e Ajanta & Ellora caves - UNESCO
recognition.

e Vivekananda’s cultural pride at Chicago
(1893).

e Kalakshetra (Chennai) preserving
Bharatanatyam.

Conclusion

Indian art and culture symbolise continuity with
adaptability. It reflects India’s civilisational
values of pluralism, spiritual depth, and
resilience—serving as both a soft power tool and
a source of national identity.
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1. Temple Architecture in India 2. Classical Dances of India
Keywords
Keywords

e Nagara, Dravida, Vesara, Garbhagriha,
Shikhara, Mandapa, Gopuram, Pradakshina
patha.

e Natya Shastra, mudras, rasa, bhava, devadasi
system, Sangeet Natak Akademi.

Facts Facts

1. 3 styles: Nagara (North), Dravida (South),
Vesara (Deccan).

2. UNESCO sites: Brihadeshwara (Chola), Sun Manipuri, Odissi, Mohiniyattam, Sattriya.
2. Rooted in Natya Shastra (2nd BCE).

3. UNESCO recognition: Kutiyattam (Kerala) -
Intangible Heritage (2001).

1. 8 classical dances recognised:
Bharatanatyam, Kathak, Kathakali, Kuchipudi,

Temple Konark, Khajuraho.
3. Earliest temples: Gupta era (4th—6th CE).

Themes

e Nagara: Shikhara, amalaka, absence of Themes

elaborate gateways. (e.g., Kandariya e Bharatanatyam: Tamil Nadu, temple roots,
Mahadev, Khajuraho).

e Dravida: Pyramidal vimana, gopuram

devotion to Shiva.
e Kathak: UP, storytelling tradition, Mughal
court patronage.

gateways, water tanks. (e.g., i
e Kathakali: Kerala, elaborate costumes,

Brihadeshwara, Meenakshi Temple).

. . Ramayana—Mahabharata themes.
e Vesara: Fusion, ornate pillars, star-shaped R o
. e QOdissi: Odisha, sensual grace, depiction of
plans. (e.g., Hoyasaleswara at Halebid).

Krishna.
. e Sattriya: Assam, Vaishnavite monasteries of
Analysis ol
. . ankardeva.
e Syncretism: Blend of local and pan-Indian
features. .
Analysis

e Patronage: Gupta, Chola, Chalukya rulers o ) ) ) )
e Spirituality - Nationalism: From bhakti to
central. X
cultural assertion.
e Soft power: Temples as hubs of culture,

economy, education.

e Challenges: Heritage erosion, urban .
8 8 e Revival: 20th century reforms removed

encroachment. . . .
stigma post-devadasi decline.

e Soft power: Global performances foster
Examples

cultural diplomacy.
e Kailashnath temple (Ellora), Virupaksha

temple (Hampi). Examples

o Rukmini Devi Arundale revived

Conclusion
Bharatanatyam.

Temple architecture reflects India’s spiritual e Uday Shankar -> fusion dance pioneer.

symbolism and regional diversity, linking polity
with faith.
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Conclusion
Classical dances embody India’s living heritage,
integrating devotion, aesthetics, and identity.

3. Bhakti—Sufi Movements

Keywords
e Nirguna—Saguna, syncretism, equality,
spiritual democracy, inclusivity.

Facts

1. Bhakti flourished from 7th century South India
- pan-India (15th-17th c.).

2. Sufism arrived with Islamic mystics (12th
century).

3. Saints: Kabir, Mirabai, Guru Nanak, Chishti
Sufis.

Themes

e Bhakti: Emotional devotion, vernacular
languages, opposed ritualism.

e Sufism: Love of God, tolerance, brotherhood,
Khangahs as community centres.

e Shared values: Equality, rejection of caste
orthodoxy, bridging Hindu—Muslim divide.

Analysis

e Social reform: Critique of priestly orthodoxy,
caste, patriarchy.

e Cultural synthesis: Fusion in music, poetry,
architecture.

e Nationalism link: Provided egalitarian ethos
later echoed in freedom movement.

e Limitations: Influence stronger in towns;
limited penetration in rigid rural caste order.

Examples
e Kabir's dohas, Tulsidas’s Ramcharitmanas,
Amir Khusrau’s poetry, Qawwali tradition.
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Conclusion

Bhakti—Sufi movements nurtured pluralism and
tolerance, leaving India a legacy of spiritual
unity and cultural integration.

4. Painting Traditions in India

Keywords
e Murals, miniatures, natural pigments, court
patronage, Bengal School, Swadeshi art.

Facts

1. Bhimbetka caves (30,000 years old) >
earliest rock paintings.

2. Ajanta & Ellora murals (2nd BCE—6th CE)
depict Buddhist themes.

3. Mughal painting flourished under Akbar,
Jahangir, Shah Jahan.

. Rajput schools: Mewar, Marwar, Pahari.

5. Bengal School (early 20th c.) = cultural

nationalism under Abanindranath Tagore.

Themes

e Murals: Ajanta (Buddhist Jatakas), Ellora
(Hindu—Buddhist—Jain).

e Miniatures: Mughal blend of Persian &
Indian; Rajput emphasised epics &
romance.

e Colonial period: Company paintings
combined Indian themes with European
realism.

e Modern: Bengal School, Amrita Sher-Gil,
Progressive Artists’ Group.

Analysis (Keywords)

e  Syncretism: Mughal-Rajput fusion, Islamic—
Hindu aesthetics.

e Patronage: Kings, courts, monasteries.

e Nationalism: Bengal School as art-led
resistance to colonialism.
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e Continuity: Traditional art (Madhubani,
Warli) continues today.

Examples

e Hamzanama (Mughal epic series).

e Nainsukh (Pahari painter).

e “Bharat Mata” painting (Abanindranath).

Conclusion
Painting traditions embody India’s aesthetic
pluralism, evolving from cave art to nationalist
expressions, reflecting both continuity and
innovation.

5. Indian Literature

Keywords
° Oral traditions, bhasha
vernacularisation, social reform, nationalist

literature,

consciousness.

Facts
1. Vedas (1500-600 BCE) -> earliest Sanskrit
texts.

2. Sangam literature (Tamil, 500 BCE—300 CE).
Bhakti & Sufi poetry (13th—-17th c.).

4. Modern novels & prose: Bankim Chandra
(Anandamath, 1882), Premchand (Godan,
1936).

5. Post-independence: writers like R.K.
Narayan, Mahasweta Devi, Arundhati Roy.

Themes

e (lassical: Vedic hymns, Upanishadic
philosophy, Sangam secular poetry.

e Medieval: Bhakti—-Sufi devotional poetry;
vernacular flowering.

e Colonial: Reformist writings (Raja Ram
Mohan Roy, Ishwar Vidyasagar), nationalist
novels, newspapers.
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e Modern: Partition literature (Manto),
postcolonial writers (Rushdie, Roy).

Analysis (Keywords)

e Unity in Diversity: Regional languages but
common values of justice, devotion, freedom.

e Social Reform: Vernacular literature attacked
casteism, patriarchy.

e Nationalism: Literature fostered Swadeshi
spirit.

e Global Recognition: Nobel Prize for Tagore
(1913).

Examples

e Kabir’s dohas, Tulsidas’s Ramcharitmanas.
e Bankim’s Vande Mataram.

® Premchand’s social realism.

Conclusion

Indian literature mirrors the soul of Indian
society: from spiritual hymns to nationalist
novels, it has been a vehicle of reform, unity, and
identity.

6. Indian Philosophy

Keywords
o Astika vs Nastika, Vedanta, dualism, non-
dualism, materialism, spiritual democracy.

Facts

1. Six orthodox (Astika) schools: Nyaya,
Vaisheshika, Samkhya, Yoga, Mimamsa,
Vedanta.

2. Heterodox (Nastika): Buddhism, Jainism,
Charvaka.

3. Buddhism & Jainism arose in 6th century BCE
as critiques of Vedic ritualism.

4. Vedanta (Advaita of
Vishishtadvaita of Ramanuja, Dvaita of

Shankara,

Madhva) shaped medieval spirituality.
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5. Modern thinkers (Vivekananda, Gandhi,
Ambedkar)
philosophy for social reform.

Aurobindo, reinterpreted

Themes

e Orthodox: o Nyaya - logic; Vaisheshika -
atomism; Samkhya - dualism (purusha-
prakriti); Yoga - self-discipline; Vedanta -
unity of Brahman & Atman.

e Heterodox: o Buddhism (Four Noble Truths,
Eightfold Path); Jainism (Ahimsa, Syadvada);
Charvaka (materialism).

e Modern: o Gandhi = truth & non-violence;
Vivekananda - practical
Ambedkar - Buddhist revival.

Vedanta;

Analysis (Keywords)

e Rationality & Spirituality: Blending logic with
metaphysics.

e Social reform: Critique of caste, ritualism,
inequality.

e Universality: Tolerance, spiritual democracy.

e Modern relevance: Ethical governance,
sustainability, social justice.

Examples

e Nalanda & Takshashila as centres of
philosophical debate.

e Vivekananda’s Chicago speech (1893).

Conclusion

Indian philosophy is marked by diversity with
unity, offering timeless lessons on ethics,
spirituality, and social reform.
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7. Music Traditions of India

Keywords
e Raga, tala, gharana, kriti, devotional music,
fusion.

Facts

1. Two classical traditions: Hindustani (North)
& Carnatic (South).

2. UNESCO recognition: Kutiyattam, Ramlila,
Kumbh Mela - intangible heritage (music-
linked).

3. Folk music: Bihu (Assam), Baul (Bengal),
Lavani (Maharashtra), Bhavageet
(Karnataka).

4. Sufi gawwalis (Amir Khusrau) blended
Persian & Indian traditions.

5. Bollywood film music = global outreach,
S400M industry.

Themes

e Hindustani: Gharana system, khayal,
dhrupad, thumri.

e Carnatic: Kriti compositions (Thyagaraja,
Dikshitar, Shyama Sastri).

e Folk: Rooted in festivals, agriculture, oral
tradition.

e Devotional: Bhajans, kirtans, gawwalis,
Gurbani.

e Modern Fusion: Indian classical + Western
(Ravi Shankar, AR Rahman).

Analysis (Keywords)

e Syncretism: Bhakti + Sufi + folk influences.

e Soft Power: Music as India’s global identity.

e Continuity: Oral transmission preserved
traditions.

e Challenges: Commercialisation, decline of
guru-shishya parampara.
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Examples

e Ravi Shankar at Woodstock (1969).

e UNESCO intangible heritage: Baul songs of
Bengal.

Conclusion
Indian music traditions symbolise unity of
devotion, diversity of expression, and remain a
vibrant bridge between heritage and modern
creativity.
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