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The figares in the rnargin inilieale full narks for the questions.

1. Write aprecis of the following passage and add a suitable title to it. 40

The impressio n that science started only in Europe was deeply

embedded in the minds of educated people all over the world until

recently. The achievements of Arab counffies were occasionally

mentioned, but there was very little reference to India and China. I
, Thanks to the work of the Indian National science Academy and I

other leamed bodies, the development of science in India during both

aricient and rnedieval periods has recently been studied. It is becom-

ing clearer from these studies that India has consistently been a

scientific country right from the Vedic to the rnodern times with

the usual fluctuations that can be expected of any country. In fact,

there cannot be found an example of a civilization, except perhaps

that of ancient Greece, which accorded the same exalted place to

knowledge and science as did that of India. There in rrothing that

bears comparison to knowledge. This epitomized our country's

homage to learning and inspired our ancients' quest for knowledge.

It is universally acknowledged that much of the mathematical

knowledge in the world originated in India and moved from East to

West. The highdegreeof sophistication inthe use of mathematical

symbols and developments in mithmetic, algebra' trigonometry, and

asEonomy, especially the works amibuted to Aryabhatta,, is indeed

remarkableand shouldbe a source of inspirationto all of us in India.

It is, however, unfortunate that the period of decline in India coin-

cided with that of ascendancy in Europe. It is perhaps the conffast
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during thisperiod that the Europeans believe that all modem science

was European.

Even in the 19th century new dimensions were added to science
and technology in this sub-continent though the scientists were mainly
Europeans.It is with special reference to seismology, asffonomy and
geology. Since the spirit of science already existed in India it did not
take her very long to abstrb the great developments in Europe and

start making her own contributions. However, technology was at a

low ebb since industry was not encouraged during this period. The
cream of our intelligentia was drawn towards subordinate adminis-
ffative roles with the result that technology did not grow. Recognition

of this lacunae soon after independence has, howeyer, set things right
and quickly India has caught up with front ranking counfries in science

and technology. Our success in scientific agriculture is another proof
thatlndian citizens are willing to accept and are capable of accepting

modern technology wherever it is of value to them.

One can always ask the question as to why with all our back-
ground we did not have an industrial revolution earlier. Why is there

so much of superstition andirrationality andwhy iscreative thinking
still not so vibrant as it is in the West? Talking of superstition and
inationality onecan see themeverywhere, even in themostadvanced

countries in the West. As regards creative thinking, India has been a

pioneer in art and literature in the past, and there are sings that she

has become again active in those fields. Nevertheless, that we have

rnade greatprogress in many directions can be seen by contrast with
the development in neighbouring counfries which, in spite oftheireco-

- nomic strength; are yet to recapture the spirit of scientific.research

and self-reliance. But much still remains to be done in India, some-

thing in the nature of cultural renaissance to rekindle that spirit of
rational appraisal andresponse to phenomena, bothnatural andman-

made, among the lay public.

2. Write two Rsays selecting one from each of the following groups.

@ach essay shouldbe written in about400 to 500 words)50>€=100
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GrouP'A

Developmentalimbalanceindifferentregionsoflndiaand
the role of governance as a corrective measure'

Indizur Secularism and Religious Conversion'

Sports as a career choice.

GrouPB

(l)BiodiversityofNort}r-Eastlndiaanditscommercialviability.
(ii) Rhino poaching : Is there a solution ?

Gd Fairs andFestivalsof Assam.

3. Read the pas.sage given below and answer the questions that follow :

water all over the worldreceives a low priority in public agenda.

Climatechangehasbecomeamajorissue,promptedasitisbyNobel

prize winners, environmental activists and climate scientists' NGOs,

Hollywood stars and filmmakers. water issues, sadly, have not elic-

ited such supporr Yet over the medium term of ten years water issues

will have significantly more adverse impacts than climate change.

The world Economic Forum report is therefore to be welcomed for

providing water a much needed boosl This of cotrse does not mean

that climate change is noa importanl However, over the medium tsm.

efforts to ensure the availability of adquatequantity of goodquality

water need greater emphasis. In addition, climate change has numer-

ous uncertainties, but we know how to solve waterproblems. we

also have the knowledge, technology and invescnent funds needed to

solve ttrem. Yet, poor water managementcontinues all over the world

andttrere isno signthatthis sinrationwill improve soon'

Ancient civilizations glew up on the banks of majorrivers like

Indus, Nile and Tigris-Euphratis where water was plentiful. Human

beings are emotionally attached to water, much more so than any

other resource like food or energy. This emotional attachment has

made efficient wafer-management difficulf Throughout histoty, water

has been usedand abused as seen fit. We have yet to accept that

water is a limited resource which must be used prudently'

One manifestation of this emotional attachment is that water is
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Agriculture amounts for remly 7a% of zllgl&l wac{..$se. yar n<x
a single country charges farmers full operation ancl maintenance cosrs
for irrigation water, let alone investment costs"

Even for domestic water, people in very few cities pay the rear
cost. with sensible waterpricing, utilities can be financially viable
and people woulduse water effi ciently.

Poor water management over the decades has created numerous
sffuctural problems. The Aral sea used to be the rvorld's fourth lare-
est fresh water lake. The diversion of two rivers, Amu Darya ana sin
Darya, which provided it with a steady flow of fresh water for conon
production has reduced it to only a small shadow of what it used to
be. Lake Chad was one of the largest water bodies in Africa in the
1960s. unsustainable water use has meant that its level and size have
shrunkby 907o.

Take china. In the 1950s, the country had50,000 rivers t uuinu I
catchment area of more that 100 sq. km. By 20l3this number hal
reduced to 27000. Rivers have disappeared because ofover use by
agriculture and indusky. Anecdotal evidence indicares that Indian rvater
bodies are facing similar fate.

M*y of themightyrivershavenow become anickle by the time
they reach the sea. These include the colorado, Nile, yellow and
Murray rivers. The world commission on water has notred that more
half of the world's rivers are seriously depleted.

waterbodiesinnearall wban cenffes of the developing world are
seriously polluted. There is no shortage of evidence.In 20l l water
from more than half of china's largest lakes and rivers rvas declared
unfit forhuman consumption. More than half of ground water in North-
ern china is so polluted that it is not suitable for bathing, let alone
&inking.

The Indian government reported in 2013 that nearly half of the
county's 445 rivers are CIo polluted for &inking in terms of biochemical
oxygen demand andcoliforms. If otherpollutans like toxic chemi-
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of water.$ourc€s 6aill so longer be used wi{heut

ment. The economic, social, health and environmental costs of

such heavy contamination are increasing steadily' In some

countries, the real costs of poor water management are approach-

ing as much as nearlY 57o of GDP.
. If curent trends confinue, the situation lvill get worse. Take

industry. Nearly two-thirds of companies now consider that water

poses a substantial risk to tlreirbusiness. Millions ofpeople are dyirtg

each year due to water-related diseases. Droughts arul flsods ge

inflicting tens ofbillions of dollarsin damageseach year. The United

Nations has estimated that the droughts are world's costliest natural

disasters, inflicting 6-8 billion dollars annual losses. Every year floods

contribute to major damages including loss of lives. All tfiese can be

significantly reduced by better water management'

As the eminentpoetw. H. Auden noted, "Thousands have lived

r.vithout love. butnotone without water".

(a) what structural problems have been created by poor lvater

rnanagemeni over the decades z 4

(b) What evidence is there to prove that waterbodies in ali urban

centres of developing world are sedously polluted 2 4

(c) why does the writer say that human beings are emotionally

attached to water which in turn has made water management

difficult ? 4

(d) Between water and climate which one gets priority and

why? 4

(e) what does the writer say about the state of rivers in china and

India ? 5

(t What, according to the United Nations, are the costliest

disasters and whY Z 3

G) Does the writer advocate for water pricing ? If he does, why ?

1affi
(h) "Thousands have lived without love, but not one without water".

Explain.
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't (i) Write in your own words the summary of the passage. Zb
4. Amplify in about 150 to 200 words the ideas contained. in any

one of the following : Z0
(a) Evqry cloud has a silver-lining
O) The voice of the people is rhe voice of God
(c) There is no Indian in India.

5. write in about 150 words aparagraph onany one af thefollowing
topics:

(a) Use andabusebf Social Network 
l0

O) Therisingman.animalconflict
(c) Theurbanpoor.

6. (a) Frame senrences with the following pairs of words to show the
difference in theirmeaningrlonyiirrrpd^; - - 

;;;
G) soar; sore

G) instil;imbibe

Gn) equable ; equitable
(iv) inrense ; intensive
(v) sensible;sensitive.

(b) Framesentenceswithanyfiveofthefollowing: 2x5=10

G) romakemountaincifamolehill

G) at one's wit's end

Cu) to smell arat

Gv) inthelurch
(v) tame (as verb)
(vr) wrong (asadverb)

(c) Givethesynonymandantonymofthefollowing : 2+24
G) Abare

G) Meagre
(d) Rewrite the following rentences m directed : (any five) 2x5=10

G) Ereryone speaksEnglish (Add a tag question)

G) Everybodyloveschildren
(ffinge into ncgative without changing tlu meaning)

G) He who is averse hardwork seldom succeed.
(Fill in the blar*with corcect preposition)

(6)

F



-

(iv) This fact is too evident to require proof.

(Rewrite the sentence by removing "too'!1

(v) We 

- 

each other for the last ten years. (know)

(F\IIinthe blankwiththe correct tense of theverb'know')

(vD Heleads amostunhaPPYlife.
(TItm it into anexclamntory sentence)

(vit She is more intelligent than her sister.

(Change into positive degree without changing the

meaning)

(e) Changethevoiceofazyfiveofthefollowing: 1x5=5

(1) Pleasereadloudly.

(ii) He was given ffive minutes extra time to finish the

answer.

0r) Is the state not helping the poor ?

Gv) Who will bell the cat ? I
(v) Do you know his address ? '(O Weshouldhavedoneitbynow.
(vii) Whatcannotbe curedmustbe endured.

(viii) They will not agree to this proposal.

(0 Changetheformofnarrationofthefollowing: 2+3=5

(il "I' ve boutht a car today", said Harris, "but it is not insured

yet and I cannot take anyone for a ride".

(From Direct to Indirectform)
(i) He wished ttrathehadthe wings of abird.

(From Indirect to Directform)
(g) Conectanyftve of thefollowing sentences : 2>5=10

(i) The candidates were asked to stop to write.

(ii) The boy dares not to enter the room

Cr) Theyanivedtimely.
(iv) How many trips to Europe had you made last year ?

(v) All his son-in-laws arerichpeople.
(O He{oesnotwish anyreward.
(vii) John, I and you have finished our studies.

(viii) He labours hadlesthe amy fail.
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7. Imagine that atnfftretinirlg'bi**ee broke out in Sonitpxr dis-

trict leading ttl wverat.&atlls, burning of iiouses and people

fleeing from their homes in search of safety. As a gcvermitenl

officer you were sent to the affected area to assess ttre siiuaii3n

and supervise relief operations. Write areport in about 250 wor*s

about the situation prevailing there and what you have done to

control it. Also mention in the report the probable causes for the

disturbance and add your recommendations for measures to pre-

vent such happenings in future. (Address the report to the Deputy

F

Commissioner of the concerned district)

OR

Recently you attended a state gOvernment sponsoredprogramme of

'Swachh Bharat Abhiyan' in your locality. Write a report in about 250

words to be published in the Assam Tribune'. Sign yourself as X'-

30
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