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I. THE REVOLT OF 1857 

QUESTION 1  

Q. The ruler of which one of the following States was removed from power by the British on the pretext 

of misgovernance? (2007) 

(a) Awadh 

(b) Jhansi 

(c) Nagpur 

(d) Satara 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

• Awadh state was annexed by Lord Dalhousie on the pretext of misgovernance.                                              

• Awadh (1856) is widely believed to have been annexed under the Doctrine of Lapse. However it was 

annexed by Lord Dalhousie under the pretext of misgovernance.                                                                           

• The doctrine of lapse was an annexation policy devised by Lord Dalhousie, applied by the East India 

Company in India until 1858.  

• According to the doctrine, any Indian princely state under the suzerainty of the east India company,  

would have its princely status abolished (and therefore annexed into British India) if the ruler was either 

"manifestly incompetent or died without a male heir". 

 

 

 



 

 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Who was the Governor-General of India during the Sepoy Mutiny? (2006) 

(a) Lord Canning  

(b) Lord Dalhousie 

(c) Lord Hardinge 

(d) Lord Lytton 

Answer : a 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The Indian Rebellion of 1857, was a major uprising in India during 1857–58 against the rule of the 

British East India Company, which functioned as a sovereign power on behalf of the British Crown.                  

▪ The event is known by many names, including the Sepoy Mutiny, the Indian Mutiny, the Great 

Rebellion, the Revolt of 1857, the Indian Insurrection, and India's First War of Independence.                             

▪ The Indian Rebellion of 1857, was a major uprising in India during 1857–58 against the rule of the 

British East India Company, which functioned as a sovereign power on behalf of the British Crown.                 

▪ The event is known by many names, including the Sepoy Mutiny, the Indian Mutiny, the Great 

Rebellion, the Revolt of 1857, the Indian Insurrection, and India's First War of Independence.                            

▪ Lord Canning served as Governor General of India from 1856 to 1862.                                                              

▪ During his tenure, the Government of India Act, 1858 was passed which created the office of Viceroy to 

be held by the same person who was Governor General of India. Thus, Lord Canning also served as first 

Viceroy of India.                                                                                                                                                          

 

 



 

 

▪ The important events during his tenure include – 

✓ Passing of Indian Councils Act, 1861 which introduced portfolio system in India.                                       

✓ Withdrawal of “Doctrine of Lapse” which was the main reason of mutiny of 1857.                                            

✓ Introduction of Code of Criminal Procedure.                                                                                                   

✓ Enactment of Indian High Courts Act.                                                                                                               

✓ Indian Penal Code (1858).                                                                                                                                    

✓ Bengal Rent Act (1859) etc. 

QUESTION 3  

Q. Which one of the following places did Kunwar Singh, a prominent leader of the Revolt of 1857 belong 

to? (2005) 

(a) Bihar  

(b) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Rajasthan  

(d) Uttar Pradesh 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Kunwar Singh (also known as Babu Veer Kunwar Singh) was a notable leader during the Indian 

Rebellion of 1857. He belonged to a Zamindar family of Jagdishpur, Bihar, India.                                               

▪ Other Leaders of the Revolt were :- 



 

 

 

QUESTION 4  

Q. With reference to the ‘revolt of the year 1857’, who of the following was betrayed by ‘friend’ captured 

and put to death by the British? (2006) 

(a) Nana Sahib 

(b) Kunwar Singh 

(c) Khan Bahadur Khan 

(d) Tantia Tope 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Tantia Tope was in the service of the former peshwa of the Maratha Confederacy, Baji Rao, and of his 

adopted son Nana Sahib, who also actively participated in revolt. 

▪ Tantia Tope, was one of the most notable Indian freedom fighters and a general in the Revolt of 1857. 

▪ Although he had no formal military training, he was probably the best and most effective of all the 

Indian generals during the revolt. 

 



 

 

QUESTION 5  

Q. The educated middle class in India:- (1998) 

(a) opposed the revolt of 1857 

(b) supported the revolt of 1857 

(c) remained neutral to the revolt of 1857 

(d) fought against native rulers 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Most of the Princely rulers and big Zamindars did not support the 1857 Revolt and actively sided with 

the British. Their dominions remained free of any anti-colonial uprisings.  

▪ The educated middle and upper classes were mostly critical of the rebels since they were repelled by the 

rebel’s appeals to superstitions and their opposition to progressive social measures. 

QUESTION 6  

Q. Which one of the following territories was not affected by the Revolt of 1857? (2005) 

(a) Jhansi 

(b) Chittor 

(c) Jagdishpur 

(d) Lucknow 

Answer : b 



 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Indian Rebellion of 1857 began as a mutiny of Sepoys of British East India Company's army on May 10, 

1857, in the town of Meerut. 

▪ Then, it erupted into other mutinies and civilian rebellions largely in the upper Gangetic plain and 

Central India, with the major hostilities confined to the region of present day:- 

▪ Uttar Pradesh                                                                                                                                                           

▪ Uttarakhand                                                                                                                                                            

▪ Northern Madhya Pradesh                                                                                                                                     

▪ Delhi                                                                                                                                                                      

▪ Gurgaon. 

QUESTION 7  

Q. What was/were the object/objects of Queen Victoria’s Proclamation (1858)? (2014) 

1. To disclaim any intention to annex Indian States 

2. To place the Indian administration under the British Crown 

3. To regulate East India Company’s trade with India 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : a 



 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The Act laid down that henceforth India shall be governed by and in the name of the Queen.                              

▪ It abolished the Board of Control and the Court of Directors. The post of a Secretary of State was 

created. He was to be assisted by a Council of India which was to consist of fifteen members.                             

▪ The Doctrine of Lapse was cancelled and the British stopped the policy of annexation.                                        

▪ The office of the Governor General was changed to that of Viceroy of India. 

QUESTION 8 

Q. Which one of the following statements does not apply to the system of Subsidiary Alliance introduced 

by Lord Wellesley? (2018) 

(a) To maintain a large standing army at other’s expense. 

(b) To keep India safe from Napoleonic danger. 

(c) To secure a fixed income for the company. 

(d) To establish British paramountcy over the Indian states.  

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Subsidiary Alliance was a treaty between the company and the Indian native rulers, introduced by Lord 

Wellesley.                                                                                                                                                                  

▪ In return for a payment or subsidy, the company would place garrison troops in that ruler’s territory to 

fight against their rivals.                                                                                                                                                     

▪ An Indian ruler entering into a subsidiary alliance with the British would accept British forces within his 

territory and to pay for their maintenance.                                                                                                                 

▪ To counter the intrigues of Napoleon and any further development of French power in India, Wellesley 

came up with the policy of subsidiary alliance. 



 

 

II. CHARTERS AND ACTS PART 1 

QUESTION 1  

Q. By a regulation in 1793, the District Collector was deprived of his judicial powers and made the 

collecting agent only. What was the reason for such a regulation? (2010) 

(a) Lord Cornwallis felt that the District Collector's efficiency of revenue collection would enormously 

increase without the burden of additional work 

(b) Lord Cornwallis felt that judicial power should compulsorily be in the hands of Europeans while 

Indians can be given the job of revenue collection in the districts 

(c) Lord Cornwallis was alarmed at the extent of power concentrated in the District Collector and felt that 

such absolute power was undesirable in one person 

(d) The judicial work demanded a deep knowledge of India and a good training in law and Lord 

Cornwallis felt that District Collector should be only a revenue collector 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

CORNWALLIS CODE, 1793 

▪ The Cornwallis Code is a body of legislation enacted in 1793 by the East India Company to improve the 

governance of its territories in India. 

▪ The new reforms were based on principle of separation of power. Cornwallis separated the revenue 

administration from administration of justice. So he divested all the judicial powers of the collector and 

left him with the duty of revenue.                                                                                                                            

▪ A new class of officer called the District judge was created to preside over the district civil court.                   

▪ The best known provision of Cornwallis code was the Permanent settlement act which established a 

revenue collection scheme which lasted until the 20th century. 



 

 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Which one of the following provisions was not made in the Charter Act of 1833? [2003] 

(a) The trading activities of the East India Company were to be abolished.                                                        

(b) The designation of the supreme authority was to be changed as the Governor-General of India in 

Council                                                                                                                                                                     

(c) All law-making powers to be conferred on Governor-General in Council 

(d) An Indian was to be appointed as a Law Member in the Governor-General's Council 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

CHARTER ACT OF 1833 

▪ The Governor-General of Bengal was re-designated as the Governor-General of India. This made Lord 

William Bentinck the first Governor-General of India. 

▪ The Governor-General had legislative powers over entire British India. The Governors of Bombay and 

Madras lost their legislative powers. 

▪ The Governor-General’s council was to have four members. 

▪ The act mandated that any law made in India was to be put before the British Parliament and was to be 

called ‘Act’. 

▪ As per the act, an Indian Law Commission was established. The first Law Commission had Lord 

Macaulay as its chairman. 

 

▪ This act ended the activities of East India Company as a commercial body, which became a purely 

administrative body. 



 

 

▪ The act provided for the mitigation of slavery existing in India at that time. 

▪ The British Parliament abolished slavery in Britain and all its possessions in 1833. 

QUESTION 3  

Q. Consider the following statements: [2006] 

1. The Charter Act, 1853 abolished East India Company monopoly of Indian trade. 

2. Under the Government of India Act, 1858 the British Parliament abolished the 

3. Rule of East India Company and undertook the responsibility of ruling India directly. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : b 

 

EXPLANATION 

CHARTER ACT OF 1853 

▪ Charter act of 1853 separated for the first time, the legislative and executive functions of the governor-

general’s council. 

▪ It provided for addition of six new members in legislative council. 



 

 

▪ It introduced an open competition system of selection and recruitment of civil servants. The covenanted 

civil service was thus thrown open to Indians also. 

▪ It introduced for the first time, local representation in legislative council. Of the six new legislative 

members of governor-general’s council, 4 members were appointed by the local governments of Madras, 

Bombay, Bengal and Agra. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1858 

▪ The Act of 1858 abolished the east India Company, and transferred the powers of govt., territories and 

revenues to the British crown. 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Who among the following Governor Generals created the Covenanted Civil Service of India which, 

later came to be known as the Indian Civil Service? [2010] 

(a) Warren Hastings  

(b) Wellesley 

(c) Cornwallis  

(d) William Bentinck 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Lord Cornwallis (1786-93) splitted the bureaucracy into two parts: - political branch responsible for civil 

governance and commercial branch for commercial activities. 

▪ In 1800, Lord Wellesley setup the Fort William College in Calcutta to induct new entrants into CCS. 



 

 

▪ After 1886, it was called as Imperial Civil Service and its members were appointed under Government 

of India Act, 1858. 

▪ Macaulay Committee gave India its first modern civil service in 1854 which recommended that the  

patronage based system of the East India Company should be replaced by permanent civil service based 

on merit based system through competitive entry examinations. 

QUESTION 5  

Q. Which one of the following Acts of British India strengthened the Viceroy's authority over his 

Executive Council by substituting "Portfolio" or departmental system for corporate functioning? [2002] 

(a) Indian Council Act, 1861 

(b) Government of India Act, 1858 

(c) Indian Council Act, 1892 

(d) Indian Council Act, 1909 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

INDIAN COUNCILS ACT, 1861  

▪ It made a beginning of representative institutions by associating Indians with the law-making process.  

▪ It provided that viceroy should nominate some Indians as non-official members of his expanded council.  

▪ Thus , Lord Canning nominated 3 Indians- 

✓ Raja of Benaras. 



 

 

✓ Maharaja of Patiala. 

✓ Sir Dinkar Rao. 

▪ It initiated the process of decentralisation by restoring the legislative powers to the Bombay and Madras 

presidencies. 

▪ It also gave recognition to ‘portfolio system’ introduced by lord canning in 1859. 

QUESTION 6  

Q. Consider the following statements: [2005] 

1. Warren Hastings was the first Governor General who established a regular police force in India on the 

British pattern. 

2. A Supreme Court was established at Calcutta by the Regulating Act, 1773. 

3. The Indian Penal Code came into effect in the year 1860. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 

 



 

 

 

 

EXPLANATION 

REGULATING ACT OF 1773 

▪ Regulating Act, 1773 was the first step taken by the British govt. to control and regulate the affairs of 

the East India Company in India.                                                                                                                              

▪ It recognized, for the first time, the political and administrative functions of the company.                                  

▪ It laid the foundations of the central administration in India.                                                                                

▪ It designated the governor of Bengal as Governor-General of Bengal.                                                                 

▪ It provided for establishment of Supreme Court at Calcutta (1774).                                                                       

▪ It provided for court of directors (governing body of the company) to report on its revenue, civil and 

military affairs in India. 

INDIAN PENAL CODE 

▪ The Indian penal code is the criminal code of India to cover all substantive aspects of criminal law. 

▪ The code was drafted in 1860 on the recommendation of first Law commission of India under Charter 

Act of 1833. 

QUESTION 7  

Q. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched? [2004] 

(a) Pitt's India Act : Warren Hastings 

(b) Doctrine of Lapse : Dalhousie 

(c) Vernacular Press Act : Curzon 



 

 

(d) Ilbert Bill : Ripon 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The Vernacular Press Act (1878) was enacted to curtail the freedom of the Indian press and prevent the 

expression of criticism toward British policies. 

▪ The act was proposed by Lord Lytton, then Viceroy of India. 

▪ Ilbert Bill, in the history of India, a controversial measure proposed in 1883 that sought to allow senior 

Indian magistrates to preside over cases involving British subjects in India. 

▪ The bitter controversy surrounding the measure deepened antagonism between British and Indians and 

was a prelude to the formation of the Indian National Congress the following year. 

▪ The Pitt’s India Act (1784) distinguished between the commercial and political functions of the 

company. 

▪ It allowed the court of directors to manage the commercial affairs. 

▪ It created a new body called Board of control to manage the political affairs. 

▪ It empowered Board of control to supervise and direct all operations of the civil and military and 

revenues of British possessions in India. 

QUESTION 8  

Q. Match List-I (Acts of Colonial Government of India) with List-II (Provisions) and select the correct 

answer using the codes given below the lists: [2002] 

 

List I ( Acts of colonial government of India) List II (Provisions) 



 

 

(a) Charter Act,1813 1. Set up a Board of control in Britain to fully regulate 

East India 

(b) Regulating Act 2. Company’s trade monopoly in India was ended 

(c) Act of 1858 3. The power to govern was transferred from the East 

India Company to the British Crown 

(d) Pitt’s India Act 4. The Company's directors were asked to present to 

the British government all correspondence and 

documents pertaining to the administration of the 

company 

 

Codes: 

(a) A – 2; B – 4; C – 3; D – 1 

(b) A – 1; B – 3; C – 4; D – 2 

(c) A – 2; B – 3; C – 4; D – 1 

(d) A – 1; B – 4; C – 3; D – 2 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 9  

Q. The most short-lived of all of the Britain's constitutional experiments in India was the: [1999] 

(a) Indian Council Act of 1861 

(b) Indian Council Act of 1892 

(c) Indian Council Act of 1909 



 

 

(d) Government of India Act of 1919 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

INDIAN COUNCILS ACT OF 1909 

▪ Time span of given acts:  

✓ Indian Councils Act of 1861 – 31 years 

✓ Indian Councils Act of 1892 – 17 years 

✓ Indian Councils Act of 1909 – 10 years 

✓ Government of India Act 1919 – 16 years 

▪ Act of 1909 was also called Morley-Minto reforms (Lord Morley was the secretary of state of India and 

Lord Minto was viceroy of India). 

▪ It considerably increased the size of the legislative councils, both central and provincial. In central 

legislative council, members increased from 16 to 60. And in provincial legislative council, members 

were not uniform. 

▪ It provided for the first time for the association of Indians with the executive council of viceroy and 

governor. Satyendra Prasad Sinha became the first Indian to join the viceroy executive council.  

▪ It introduced a system of communal representation for Muslims by accepting the concept of separate 

electorate. 

▪ Lord Minto came to be known as father of communal electorate. 



 

 

▪ The act empowered the members to discuss the budget. They were given rights to ask supplementary 

questions and move resolutions on matters related to local bodies. 

III. CHARTERS AND ACTS PART 2 

QUESTION 1  

Q. The Government of India Act of 1919 clearly defined: [2015] 

(a) The separation of power between the judiciary and the legislature 

(b) The jurisdiction of the central and provincial governments 

(c) The powers of the Secretary of State for India and the Viceroy 

(d) None of the above 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1919 

▪ The Govt. of India act of 1919, came into force in 1921. This act is also known as Montagu Chelmsford 

Reforms. (Montagu was the secretary of state of India and Lord Chelmsford was the viceroy of India). 

▪ It relaxed the central control over the provinces by demarcating and separating the central and provincial 

subjects. The central and provincial legislatures were authorized to make laws on their respective list of 

subjects. 

▪ It further divided the provincial subjects into 2 parts- Transferred and Reserved. 

▪ Transferred subjects are to be administered by the governor with aid of ministries responsible to the 

legislative council. 



 

 

▪ Reserved subjects were to be administered by the governor and his executive council without being 

responsible to the legislative council. 

▪ This dual scheme of governance was known as ‘Dyarchy’. 

▪ It introduced for the first time, Bicameralism and direct elections in the country. 

▪ It further extended the principle of communal representation by providing separate electorate for Sikhs, 

Indian- Christians, Anglo-Indians and Europeans.  

▪ Central Public Service Commission was set up in 1926 for recruiting Civil servants. 

 

QUESTION 2  

Q. The Montagu-Chelmsford Report formed the basis of: [2004] 

(a) the Indian Councils Act, 1909  

(b) the Government of India Act, 1919 

(c) the Government of India Act, 1935 

(d) the Indian Independence Act, 1947 

Answer : b 



 

 

 

QUESTION 3  

Q. The Montagu-Chelmsford Proposals were related to- (2016) 

(a) Social reforms 

(b) Educational reforms 

(c) Reforms in police administration 

(d) Constitutional reforms 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Which of the following is/are the principal feature(s) of the Government of India Act, 1919? [2012] 

1. Introduction of Dyarchy in the executive government of the provinces 

2. Introduction of separate communal electorates for Muslims 

3. Devolution of legislative authority by the Centre to the provinces 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



 

 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 5  

Q. In the context of Indian history, the principle of ‘Dyarchy’ refers to- (2017) 

(a) Division of central legislature into two houses 

(b) Introduction of double government i.e., central and state governments 

(c) Having two sets of rulers; one in London and another in Delhi 

(d) Division of the subjects delegated to the provinces into two categories 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 6  

Q. Consider the following statements: [2004] 

Some of the main features of the Government of India Act, 1935 were the : 

1. Abolition of diarchy in the Governor's provinces. 

2. Power of the Governors to veto legislative action and to legislate on their own. 

3. Abolition of the principle of communal representation. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 

(c) 2 and 3  



 

 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ It abolished Dyarchy in the provinces and introduced ‘provincial autonomy’. 

▪ The provinces were allowed to act as autonomous units of administration in their defined spheres. 

▪ It further extended the principal of communal representation by providing separate electorates for 

depressed classes, women and Labour. 

▪ It provided for the establishment of a Reserve bank of India. 

▪ It provided for the establishment of Federal public service commission, provincial public service 

commission and joint public service commission. 

▪ It provided for establishment of a federal court, which was set up in 1937.  

This explanation can be used to solve various previous year UPSC Question. Some of them are given 

below: 

QUESTION 7  

Q. Consider the following statements: [2005] 

The Government of India Act, 1935 provided for: 

1. The provincial autonomy. 

2. The establishment of a Federal court. 

3. All India Federation at the center. 



 

 

 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 8  

Q. Which one of the following is not a feature of the Government of India Act of 1935? [2000] 

(a) Diarchy at the Centre as well as in the provinces 

(b) A bicameral legislature 

(c) Provincial autonomy 

(d) An All-India federation 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 9  

Q. In the federation established by the Government of India Act of 1935, residuary powers were given to 

the- (2018) 

(a) Federal Legislature 

(b) Governor General 



 

 

(c) Provincial Legislature 

(d) Provincial Governors 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 10  

Q. The real intention of the British for including the princely states in the Federal Union proposed by the 

India Act of 1935 was to : [2002] 

(a) Exercise more and direct politics and administration 

(b) Involve the princes actively in the administration of the colony 

(c) Finally effect the complete political and administrative take-over of all the princely states by the 

British 

(d) Use the princes to counter-balance the anti-imperialist doctrines of the nationalist leaders 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 11  

Q. The "Instrument of Instructions" contained in the Government of India Act, 1935 have been 

incorporated in the Constitution of India in the year 1950 as : [2010] 

(a) Fundamental Rights 

(b) Directive Principles of State Policy 

(c) Extent of executive power of State 

(d) Conduct of business of the Government of India 



 

 

Answer : b 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Instruments of instructions were the set of instructions under the act of 1935. These instructions were 

proposed to issue directives to state and central governments. 

▪ They have been incorporated in the constitution of India in year 1950 as Directive principles of state 

policy. 
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V. THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENT (1858-1919) PART 1 

QUESTION 1  

Q. At a time when empires in Europe were crumbling before the might of Napoleon, which one of the 

following Governor-General kept the British flag flying high in India? [1999] 

(a) William Bentinck  

(b) Lord Cornwallis 

(c) Lord Wellesley 

(d) Lord Hastings 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 2  



 

 

Q. Which one of the following submitted in 1875 a petition to the House of Commons demanding India's 

direct representation in the British parliament? [2002] 

(a) The Deccan Association 

(b) The Indian Association 

(c) The Madras Mahajan Sabha 

(d) The Poona Sarvajanik Sabha 

Answer : b 

 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The Indian National Association also known as Indian Association was the first avowed nationalist 

organization founded in British India by Surendranath Banerjee and Anand Mohan Bose in 1876. 

▪ The objectives of this Association were "promoting by every legitimate means the political, intellectual 

and material advancement of the people". 

▪ The Association attracted educated Indians and civic leaders from all parts of the country, and became 

an important forum for India's aspirations for independence. It later merged with the Indian National 

Congress. 

QUESTION 3  

Q. In India, the first Bank of limited liability managed by Indians and founded in 1881 was: [2003] 

(a) Hindustan Commercial Bank 



 

 

(b) Oudh Commercial Bank 

(c) Punjab National Bank 

(d) Punjab and Sind Bank 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Oudh Commercial Bank or Awadh Commercial Bank was established in 1881 in Faizabad. At the time, 

it was the first commercial bank in India having limited liability and an entirely Indian board of directors. 

 

 

BANKING ORIGIN HISTORY IN INDIA 

 

QUESTION 4  

Q. The First Factory Act restricting the working hours of women and children and authorizing local 

government to make necessary rules was adopted during whose time? [2007] 

(a) Lord Lytton 



 

 

(b) Lord Bentinck 

(c) Lord Ripon 

(d) Lord Canning 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The first factory Act was passed in 1881 during the time of Lord Ripon. 

▪ The act primarily dealt with the problem of child labour. 

✓ It laid down that children between 7 and 12 would not work for more than 9 hours. 

✓ Children would also get 4 holiday in a month. 

✓ The act also provided for proper fencing off of dangerous machinery. 

▪ Major happenings during Lord Ripon tenure: 

✓ Repeal of vernacular press act 

✓ First factory act 

✓ Ilbert bill 

QUESTION 5  

Q. With reference to colonial rule in India, what was sought by the Ilbert Bill in 1883? [2003] 



 

 

(a) To bring Indians and Europeans at par as far as the criminal jurisdiction of courts was concerned 

(b) To impose severe restrictions on the freedom of the native press as it was perceived to be hostile to 

colonial rulers 

(c) To encourage the native Indians to appear for civil service examinations by conducting them in India 

(d) To allow native Indians to possess arms by amending the Arms Act 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Ilbert Bill, a controversial measure, was proposed in 1883 that sought to allow senior Indian magistrates 

to preside over cases involving British subjects in India. 

▪ It was introduced by Viceroy Ripon, who actually desired to abolish the racial prejudice from the Indian 

penal code. 

▪ The Europeans living in India looked it as a Humiliation and the introduction of the bill led to intense 

opposition in Britain as well as India (by the British residents). So it was withdrawn. 

QUESTION 6  

Q. The Ilbert Bill controversy was related to the [2013] 

(a) imposition of certain restrictions to carry arms by the Indians 

(b) imposition of restrictions on newspapers and magazines published in Indian languages 

(c) removal of disqualifications imposed on the Indian magistrates with regard to the trial of the 

Europeans 

(d) removal of a duty on imported cotton cloth 

Answer : c 



 

 

QUESTION 7  

Q. What was the purpose with which Sir William Wedderburn and W.S. Caine had set up the Indian 

Parliamentary Committee in 1893? (2011) 

(a) To agitate for Indian political reforms in the House of Commons 

(b) To campaign for the entry of Indians into the Imperial Judiciary 

(c) To facilitate a discussion on India’s Independence in the British Parliament 

(d) To agitate for the entry of eminent Indians into the British Parliament 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

ABOUT WILLIAM WEDDERBURN 

▪ William Wedderburn Was A Scottish Civil Servant And Politician In India. 

▪ He entered the Indian Civil Service in Bombay in 1860, served as District Judge and Judicial 

Commissioner in Sindh; acted as secretary to Bombay Government, Judicial and Political Departments; 

and from 1885 acted as Judge of the High Court, Bombay. 

▪ During his service in India, Wedderburn's attention was focused on famine, the poverty of the Indian 

peasantry, the problem of agricultural indebtedness and the question of reviving the ancient village 

system. 

▪ Along with Allan Octavian Hume, he was a founder of the Indian National Congress and served as its 

president in 1889 and 1910. 

▪ He formed the Indian Parliamentary Committee with which he was associated as Chairman from 1893 to 

1900. 



 

 

QUESTION 8  

Q. During Indian freedom struggle, the National Social Conference was formed. What was the reason for 

its formation? [2012] 

(a) Different social reform groups or organizations of Bengal region united to form a single body to 

discuss the issues of larger interest and to prepare appropriate petitions/representations to the government 

(b) Indian National Congress did not want to include social reforms in its deliberations and decided to 

form a separate body for such a purpose 

(c) Behramji Malabari and M. G. Ranade decided to bring together all the social reform groups of the 

country under one organization 

(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is correct in this context 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Indian social conference was founded by M.G. Ranade and Raghunath Rao. 

▪ It was the social reform cell of the Indian national congress. 

▪ Its first session was held in Madras in Dec, 1887. 

▪ The conference met annually and focused attention on social reform. 

▪ The conference advocated Intercaste marriages, opposed kulinism and polygamy. 

▪ It launched the famous ‘Pledge movement’ to inspire people to take an oath to prohibit child marriage. 

QUESTION 9  



 

 

Q. Who among the following used the phrase ‘UNBRITISH’ to criticize the English colonial control of 

India? [2008] 

(a) Anandmohan Bose  

(b) Badruddin Tyabji 

(c) Dadabhai Naoroji  

(d) Pherozeshah Mehta 

Answer : c 

 

 

EXPLANATION 

ABOUT DADABHAI NAOROJI 

▪ Dadabhai Naoroji devoted his entire life to the National Movement and came to be known as “Grand 

Old Man of India”. 

▪ He was also the First Economic thinker in India. In his writings on economics, he showed that the basic 

cause of India’s poverty lay in the British exploitation of India and the drain of its wealth.  

▪ He was honoured by being thrice elected president of the Indian National Congress. 

▪ In 1866, He organised the East India Association in London to discuss the Indian Question and to 

influence British Public men to promote Indian Welfare. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENT (1858-1919) PART 2 

QUESTION 1  

Q. In the context of the Indian freedom struggle, 16th October 1905 is well known for..........? [2009] 

(a) The formal proclamation of Swadeshi Movement was made in Calcutta town hall 

(b) Partition of Bengal took effect 

(c) Dadabhai Naoroji declared that the goal of Indian National Congress was Swaraj 

(d) Lokmanya Tilak started Swadeshi Movement in Poona 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 



 

 

PARTITION OF BENGAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ The official reason given for partition of Bengal was that Bengal with a population of 78 million had 

become too big to be administered. 

▪ This was true to some extent, but the real motive behind the partition plan was British desire to weaken 

Bengal, the nerve centre of Indian nationalism. 

▪ The Indian national congress and nationalists of Bengal firmly opposed the partition. 

▪ Within Bengal, different sections of the population- Zamindars, merchants, lawyers, students and even 

women opposed the partition of their province. 

▪ Muslims were in favour of partition. 

QUESTION 2  

Q. The Partition of Bengal made by Lord Curzon in 1905 lasted until: [2014 ] 

(a) the First World War when Indian troops were needed by the British and the partition was ended 



 

 

(b) King George V abrogated Curzon’s Act at the Royal Durbar in Delhi in 1911 

(c) Gandhiji launched his Civil Disobedience Movement 

(d) the Partition of India in 1947 when East Bengal became East Pakistan 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Following the partition, an Anti-partition movement was started. 

▪ This involved non-violent and violent protests, mass boycott of European goods etc. 

▪ So to curb the menace of revolutionary terrorism, it was decided to annul the partition of Bengal in 

1911. 

▪ Bihar and Orissa were taken out of Bengal and Assam was made a separate province. 

▪ Lord Hardinge was the viceroy of India during that time. 

▪ Muslims were shocked because they had seen the Muslim majority eastern Bengal as an indicator of the 

government's enthusiasm for protecting Muslim interest. 

▪ Other happenings :- 

✓ Held a durbar in December, 1911 to celebrate the coronation of King George V. 

✓ Capital Shifted from Calcutta to Delhi 1911. 

QUESTION 3  

Q. What was the immediate cause for the launch of the Swadeshi movement? [2010] 



 

 

(a) The partition of Bengal done by Lord Curzon 

(b) A sentence of 18 months rigorous imprisonment imposed on Lokmanya Tilak 

(c) The arrest and deportation of Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh and passing of the Punjab Colonization 

Bill 

(d) Death sentence pronounced on the Chapekar brothers 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

▪ After the partition, an anti-partition movement was started but it was not demonstrating much effect on 

Britishers. So Swadeshi movement was started, where Swadeshi or use Indian goods and boycott of 

British goods were proclaimed and pledged. 

▪ Swadeshi movement placed emphasis on the Self-reliance or Atmashakti. Self-reliance meant assertion 

of national dignity, honour and self-confidence. 

▪ A remarkable aspect of the Swadeshi agitation was the active participation of women in the movement. 

▪ Many prominent Muslims joined the Swadeshi movement including Abdul rasul, Liaquat Hussain and 

Gaznavi. 

▪ However, many other middle and upper class Muslims remained neutral. 

▪ Muslims, led by the Nawab of Dhaka, supported the partition. 

QUESTION 4  

Q. The ‘Swadeshi' and ‘Boycott' were adopted as methods of struggle for the first time during the: (2016) 

(a) Agitation against the partition of Bengal 



 

 

(b) Home rule Movement 

(c) Non-cooperation Movement 

(d) Visit of the Simon commission to India 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 5  

Q. The song ‘Amar Sonar Bangla’ written during the Swadeshi Movement of India inspired the liberation 

struggle of Bangladesh and was adopted as the National Anthem of Bangladesh. Who wrote this song? 

[2007] 

(a) Rajni Kanta Sen  

(b) Dwijendralal Ray 

(c) Mukunda Das  

(d) Rabindranath Tagore 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The day of partition was declared to be a day of national mourning throughout Bengal. 

▪ People walked barefooted and bathed in Ganga. 

▪ Rabindranath Tagore composed the national song “Amar sonar Bangla” which was sung by huge crowds 

parading the streets. 

▪ The ceremony of Raksha bandhan utilised in a new way, Hindus and Muslims tied rakhi on one 

another’s wrists as a symbol of unbreakable unity. 



 

 

QUESTION 6  

Q. Assertion (A): The basic weakness of the early nationalist movement lay in its narrow social base 

Reason (R): It fought for the narrow interests of the social groups which joined it. [2000] 

(a) Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Answer : c 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The early nationalist Movement had a narrow social base and the masses played a passive role because 

Early nationalists lacked political faith in the masses. 

▪ They felt that there were numerous divisions and Sub-divisions in the Indian society, and the masses 

were generally ignorant and had conservative ideas and thoughts. 

▪ The moderates felt that these heterogeneous elements had first to be welded into a nation before their 

entry into the political sphere. 

QUESTION 7  

Q. Which one of the following defines extremist ideology during the early phase of Indian freedom 

movement? [1998] 

(a) Stimulating the production of indigenous articles by giving them preference over imported 

commodities 



 

 

(b) Obtaining self-government by aggressive means in place of petitions and constitutional ways 

(c) Providing national education according to the requirements of the country 

(d) Organizing coups against the British empire through military revolt 

Answer : b 

 

EXPLANATION 

Why extremist ideology grew? 

▪ Govt. was not conceding to any of the important demands put up by moderates. So, Nationalists started 

looking for a more effective mode of political action. 

▪ The nationalists realised that instead of giving more rights to the Indians, the govt. was taking away even 

the existing ones:- 

✓ The Natu brothers were deported without trial. 

✓ Tilak and others were arrested on charges of sedition. 

✓ Repressive laws were more amplified. 

✓ Official secrets Act curbed freedom of press. 

▪ The spread of education drew more attention to the poverty and underdeveloped state of the country’s 

economy. 

▪ International Influences Etc. 

QUESTION 8  



 

 

Q. With reference to the period of extremist nationalist movement in India with its spirit of Swadeshi, 

which one of the following statements is not correct? [2002] 

(a) Liaquat Hussain led the Muslim peasants of Barisal in their agitation 

(b) In 1889, the scheme of national education was formulated by Satish Chandra Mukherjee 

(c) The Bengal National College was founded in 1906 with Aurobindo as the Principal 

(d) Tagore preached the cult of Atmashakti, the main plank of which was social and economic 

regeneration of the villages 

Answer : a 

 

 

QUESTION 9  

Q. The Indian Muslims, in general, were not attracted to the Extremist movement because of : [1998] 

(a) Influence of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 

(b) Anti-Muslim attitude of Extremist leaders 

(c) Indifference shown to Muslim aspirations 

(d) Extremists' policy of harping on Hindu aspect 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 



 

 

▪ Extremist movement was a great step forward. But, it was to some extent a step back in respect of the 

growth of national unity. 

▪ The speeches and writings of some of the militant nationalists had a strong religious and Hindu tinge. 

▪ They identified Indian culture and Indian nation with the Hindu religion and Hindus. 

▪ They tried to abandon elements of composite culture, for e.g.: 

✓ Tikal’s propagation of Sivaji and Ganapati festival. 

✓ The terrorists oaths before Goddess Kali 

✓ Initiation of anti-partition agitation with dips in Ganga. 

 

 

QUESTION 10  

Q. Who among the following rejected the title of Knighthood and refused to accept a position in the 

Council of the Secretary of State for India? [2008] 

(a) Motilal Nehru  

(b) M G Ranade 

(c) G K Gokhale  

(d) B G Tilak 

Answer : c 



 

 

EXPLANATION 

ABOUT G.K GOKHALE 

▪ In 1905, he established Servants of India society. 

▪ He presided over the 1905 session of Indian National congress. 

▪ He became a member of the Bombay Legislative council in 1902. 

▪ He also served as a member of Indian Public Service commission. 

QUESTION 11  

Q. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? [1998] 

1. Theodore Beck : Mohammedan Anglo Oriental College, Aligarh 

2. Ilbert Bill: Ripon 

3. Pherozeshah Mehta : Indian National Congress 

4. Badruddin Tyabji : Muslims League 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

(b) 2 and 4 

(c) 1, 3 and 4  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : d 



 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Theodore beck was a British educationalist working for the British Raj in India, who was invited by Sir 

Syed Ahmed khan to serve as principal of the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College. 

▪ Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College later evolved into Aligarh Muslim University. 

▪ Ilbert Bill was a bill introduced in 1883 during the viceroy ship of Lord Ripon. 

▪ Pherozeshah Mehta held an important and commanding position. His main endeavor was to keep the 

extremists from dominating congress. 

▪ He presided over the congress session held in Calcutta (1890). 

▪ Badruddin Tyabji was the first Muslim President of Indian National congress. 

▪ He was the first Indian to serves as a Barrister in high court of Bombay. 

 

VII. THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENT (1858-1919) PART 3 

QUESTION 1  

Q. Assertion (A): Partition of Bengal in 1905 brought to an end the moderates' role in the Indian freedom 

movement.                                                                                                                                                        

Reason (R): The Surat session of Indian National Congress separated the Extremists from the Moderates. 

[1998] 

(a) Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 



 

 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Answer : d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPLANATION 

SURAT SPLIT 

 



 

 

 

AFTERMATH OF SURAT SPLIT 

▪ The Government Launched a Massive attack on Extremists. Between 1907 and 1911, 5 new laws were 

enforced to check anti-govt. activity; like Seditious Meetings Act, 1907, Indian Newspapers Act, 1908, 

Criminal Law amendment Act, 1908 etc. 

▪ Tilak, the main Extremist leader was sent to jail for 6 years. 

▪ Aurobindo and B.C Pal retired from active politics. 

▪ Extremists were not able to organize an effective alternative party to sustain the movement. 

▪ The moderates were left with no popular base or support, as the youth rallied behind the extremists.   

▪ After 1908, the national movement as a whole declined for a time. 

QUESTION 2  



 

 

Q. What was the main reason for the split in Indian National Congress at Surat in 1907? (2016) 

(a) Introduction Of Communalism into Indian Politics by Lord Minto 

(b) Extremists lack of faith in the capacity of the moderates to negotiate with the British Government. 

(c) Foundation of Muslim League 

(d) Aurobindo Ghosh’s inability to be elected as the President of the Indian National Congress. 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 3  

Q. Which one of the following movements has contributed to a split in the Indian National Congress 

resulting in the emergence of 'moderates' and 'extremists'? [2015] 

(a) Swadeshi Movement 

(b) Quit India Movement 

(c) Non-Cooperation Movement 

(d) Civil Disobedience Movement 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 4  

Q. The Barrah Dacoity was the first major venture of the revolutionary terrorists of the freedom 

movement in: [1995] 

(a) Bombay–Karnataka  

(b) Punjab 



 

 

(c) East Bengal 

(d) The Madras Presidency 

EXPLANATION 

▪ In early 1908, Pulin Behari Das organized the sensational Barrah Dacoity. 

▪ The Audacious Dacoity was committed in broad daylight by a group of revolutionaries at the residence 

of the Zamindar of Barrah, under the Nawabganj police station in the district of Dhaka. 

▪ The fund was used for buying arms and ammunition. 

▪ Other Revolutionary Activities: 

 

 

QUESTION 5  

Q. A London branch of the All India Muslim League was established in 1908 under the presidency of : 

[2001] 

(a) Aga Khan 

(b) Ameer Ali 

(c) Liaquat Ali Khan 



 

 

(d) M.A. Jinnah 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Syed Ameer Ali established the London Muslim League in 1908. This organization was an independent 

body and not a branch of All India Muslim League. 

▪ In 1909, he became the first Indian to sit as a member of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council.  

ALL-INDIA MUSLIM LEAGUE 

▪ The separatist tendencies among a section of educated Muslims and the big Muslims Nawabs and 

landlords reached a climax in 1906. 

▪ The all India Muslim league was founded under the leadership of Aga khan, the Nawab of Dhaka and 

Nawab Mohsin-ul-mulk in 1906. 

▪ Later, with the help of Lord Minto, It also secured the demand for separate electorate. 

QUESTION 6  

Q. Who was the leader of the Ghaddar Party? [1998] 

(a) Bhagat Singh 

(b) Lala Hardayal 

(c) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

(d) V.D. Savarkar 

Answer : b 



 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The Ghaddar Party was an Indian revolutionary organization primarily founded in 1913 by Sohan Singh 

Bhakna. The party was multi-ethnic and had Sikh, Hindu and Muslim leaders. 

▪ The party was headquartered in San Francisco, United States.  

▪ Key members included: 

o Bhai Parmanand 

o Sohan Singh Bhakna 

o Bhagwan Singh Gyanee 

o Har Dayal 

o Rashbehari Bose, etc. 

QUESTION 7  

Q. Where were the Ghaddar revolutionaries, who became active during the outbreak of the World War I 

based? [2005] 

(a) Central America  

(b) North America 

(c) West America  

(d) South America 

Answer : b 

 

QUESTION 8  

Q. Annie Besant was [2013] 



 

 

1. responsible for starting the Home Rule Movement 

2. the founder of the Theosophical Society 

3. once the President of the Indian National Congress 

Select the correct statement/statements using the codes given below. 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ After the war, a section of nationalists felt that popular pressure was required to attain concessions from 

the govt. But, this mass agitation couldn’t be carried out under the INC because moderates were 

disillusioned by the Morley-Minto reforms. 

▪ Therefore two Home-Rule leagues were started: 

✓ Tilak’s league- set up in April 1916 and was restricted to Maharashtra (excluding Bombay), Karnataka, 

central provinces and Berar. 

✓ Besant’s League- set up in September 1916 in Madras and covered the rest of India. 

▪ The Home rule league campaign aimed to convey to the common man the message of self-government. 



 

 

▪ Later, Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal Nehru, Bhulabhai desai, Madan Mohan Malviya, Mohammad Ali 

Jinnah etc. also joined the league. 

▪ Annie Besant was a British socialist, theosophist and supporter of Indian self-rule. 

▪ She was the second president of Theosophical society from 1907 to 1933. 

▪ She was the first woman president of Indian National Congress in 1917. 

QUESTION 9  

Q. After returning from South Africa, Gandhiji launched his first successful satyagraha in: (2000), (2007) 

(a) Chauri-Chaura  

(b) Dandi 

(c) Champaran  

(d) Bardoli 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ M.K Gandhi returned to India in January 1915 from South Africa. 

▪ He was convinced that only technique capable of meeting the nationalist aims was a non-violent 

Satyagraha. 

▪ During 1917 &1918, He was involved in 3 struggles- in Champaran, Ahmedabad and Kheda. 

       



 

 

✓ Champaran Satyagraha (1917) – First Civil 

Disobedience. 

✓ Ahmedabad Mill Strike (1918) – First Hunger 

Strike. 

✓ Kheda Satyagraha (1918) - First Non-

Cooperation. 

 

QUESTION 10  

Q. Which of the following is a very significant aspect of the Champaran Satyagraha? (2018) 

(a) Active all-India participation of lawyers , students and women in the National Movement 

(b) Active involvement of Dalit and Tribal communities of India in the National Movement 

(c) Joining of peasant unrest to India’s National Movement 

(d) Drastic decrease in the cultivation of plantation crops and commercial crops 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 11  

Q. Consider the following statements : [2010] 

1. Dr. Rajendra Prasad persuaded Mahatma Gandhi to come to Champaran to investigate the problem of 

the peasants. 

2. Acharya J.B. Kriplani was one of Mahatma Gandhi's colleagues in his Champaran investigation.Which 

of the statements given above is/are correct? 



 

 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 12  

Q. What is the correct sequence of the following events? [1998] 

1. Tilak's Home Rule League 

2. Komagata maru Incident 

3. Mahatma Gandhi's arrival in India 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1, 2, 3  

(b) 3, 2, 1 

(c) 2,1, 3  

(d) 2, 3, 1 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The Komagata Maru incident involved the Japanese steamship ”Komagata Maru” on which a group of 

citizens of the British Raj attempted to emigrate to Canada in 1914 but were denied entry and forced 



 

 

return to Calcutta, India. There they were fired upon by Indian Imperial Police resulting in the  deaths of 

20 Sikhs. 

▪ This was one of several incidents in the early 20th century in which exclusion laws in Canada and the 

United States were used to exclude immigrants of Asian origin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

VIII. THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENT (1858-1919) PART 4 

(ROWLATT ACT) 

QUESTION 1  

Q. The first venture of Gandhi in all-India politics was the: [1999] 

(a) Non-Cooperation Movement 

(b) Rowlatt Satyagraha 

(c) Champaran Movement 

(d) Dandi March 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The British used brutal methods to suppress the Rowlatt Satyagraha. On 13th April, 1919 the British 

opened fire on a peaceful group of protestors gathered at Jalianwalla Bagh. The Jalianwalla Bagh 

massacre sent shockwaves throughout the nation. 

▪ Mahatma Gandhi formed a Satyagraha Sabha on 24th February 1919 at Bombay to protest against the 

Rowlatt Act. 

▪ M.A Jinnah, Abdul Bari and other home rule leaders also supported the Satyagraha. 

▪ In order to suppress revolutionary crime, Govt. of India had appointed a committee under the 

chairmanship of Justice Sydney Rowlatt. 

▪ An act was made called Rowlatt Act, and it proposed that offences should be tried in special court with 

no provision of appeal against the decision of court. 



 

 

▪ It also recommended to search a place and arrest a person without a warrant, besides it could also detain 

a person without trial for maximum two years. 

▪ All national leaders condemned the incidence. 

▪ Rabindranath Tagore renounced his knighthood in protest against the Jalianwalla Bagh massacre. 

 

 

QUESTION 2  

Q. The Anarchical and Revolutionary Crime Act (1919) was popularly known as the: [1996] 

(a) Rowlatt Act  

(b) Pitt's India Act 

(c) Indian Arms Act 

(d) Ilbert Bill 

Answer : a 



 

 

 

QUESTION 3  

Q. Which one of the following aroused a wave of popular indignation that led to the massacre by the 

British at Jalianwalla Bagh? [2007] 

(a) The Arms Act 

(b) The Public Safety Act 

(c) The Rowlatt Act 

(d) The Vernacular Press Act 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Who was the Viceroy of India when the Rowlatt Act was passed? [2008] 

(a) Lord Irwin  

(b) Lord Reading 

(c) Lord Chelmsford  

(d) Lord Wavell 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

LORD CHELMSFORD 



 

 

▪ Formation of Home rule leagues by Annie Besant and Tilak (1916). 

▪ Lucknow Session of the Congress (1916). 

▪ Lucknow Pact between the congress and Muslim League. 

▪ Launch of Champaran Satyagraha, Kheda Satyagraha and Ahmedabad Mill strike. 

▪ Montagu’s August Declaration. 

▪ Government of India Act, 1919. 

▪ The Rowlatt Act. 

▪ Jalianwalla Bagh Massacre. 

▪ Launch of Non- Cooperation and Khilafat Movement. 

QUESTION 5  

Q. The Rowlatt Act aimed at: [2012] 

(a) compulsory economic support to war efforts 

(b) imprisonment without trial and summary procedures for trial 

(c) suppression of the Khilafat Movement 

(d) imposition of restrictions on freedom of the press 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 6  

Q. With reference to Rowlatt Satyagraha, which of the following statements is/ are correct? [2015] 



 

 

1. The Rowlatt Act was based on the recommendations of the 'Sedition Committee'. 

2. In Rowlatt Satyagraha, Gandhiji tried to utilize the Home Rule League. 

3. Demonstrations against the arrival of Simon Commission coincided with Rowlatt Satyagraha. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 7  

Q. During the Indian Freedom Struggle, why did Rowlatt Act arouse popular indignation? [2009] 

(a) It curtailed the freedom of religion 

(b) It suppressed the Indian traditional education 

(c) It authorized the government to imprison people without trial 

(d) It curbed the trade union activities 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 8  

Q. The name of the famous person of India who returned the Knighthood conferred on him by the British 

Government as a token of protest against the atrocities in Punjab in 1919 was: [2004] 



 

 

(a) Tej Bahadur Sapru 

(b) Ashutosh Mukherjee 

(c) Rabindra Nath Tagore 

(d) Syed Ahmed Khan 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 9  

Q. Which one of the following events was characterized, by Montague as “Preventive Murder”? (1998) 

(a) Killing of INA Activists 

(b) Massacre at Jalianwalla Bagh 

(c) Shooting of Mahatma Gandhi 

(d) Shooting of Curzon-Wythe 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 10  

Q. The Hunter Commission was appointed after the: [2001] 

(a) Black-hole incident 

(b) Jalianwalla Bagh massacre 

(c) Uprising of 1857 

(d) Partition of Bengal 



 

 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ On 14 October 1919, after orders issued by the Secretary of State for India, Edwin Montagu, the 

Government of India announced the formation of a committee of inquiry into the events in Punjab 

(Jalianwalla Bagh massacre). 

▪ It was named after the chairman, William, Lord Hunter. 

▪ The stated purpose of the commission was to "investigate the recent disturbances in Bombay, Delhi and 

Punjab, about their causes, and the measures taken to cope with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

IX. THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENT (1858-1919) PART 5 

QUESTION 1  

Q. What was the reason for Mahatma Gandhi to organize a satyagraha on behalf of the peasants off 

Kheda? [2011] 

1. The administration did not suspend the land revenue collection in spite of a drought 

2. The administration proposed to introduce permanent settlement in Gujarat  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The struggle was withdrawn when govt. announced that revenue should be recovered only from those 

peasants who could afford to pay. 

▪ Gandhiji supported the peasants and advised them to withhold payment of revenue till their demand for 

its remission was met. 

▪ In 1918, crops failed in Kheda District of Gujrat but the govt. refused to remit land revenue and insisted 

on it full collection. 

▪ Main leaders were: 



 

 

✓ M.K Gandhi 

✓ Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

✓ Indulal Yagnik 

✓ Mahadev desai etc. 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Who founded the Ahmedabad Textile Labour Association? [2009] 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi  

(b) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

(c) N.M. Joshi  

(d) J.B. Kriplani 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

▪ In 1918, Mahatma Gandhi Intervened in a dispute between the workers and Mill-owners of Ahmedabad. 

▪ He advised the workers to go on strike and to demand a 35% increase in wages. 

▪ But, he insisted that the workers should not use violence against the employers during the strike. 

▪ He also undertook a fast unto death to strengthen the workers resolve to continue the strike. 

▪ On the 4th day, Owners agreed to give the workers a 35% increase in wages. 



 

 

 

QUESTION 3  

Q. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched? [2005] 

Movement/ Satyagraha Person Actively Associated with- 

1. Champaran : Rajendra Prasad 

2. Ahmedabad Mill Workers : Morarji Desai 

3. Kheda : Vallabhbhai Patel 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Who among the following was not associated with the formation of U.P. Kisan Sabha in February 

1918? [2005] 

(a) Indra Narain Dwivedi 

(b) Gauri Shankar Mishra 



 

 

(c) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(d) Madan Mohan Malviya 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ After the 1857 revolt, The Awadh taluqdars had got back their lands. This strengthened the hold of big 

landlords over the agrarian society. 

▪ The cultivators were subjected to high rents, summary evictions, illegal levies, renewal fee or “nazrana”. 

▪ Also, after the First World War – the hike in prices of food and other necessities worsened the condition 

of UP peasants. 

▪ So, in 1918, U.P. Kisan Sabha organized in U.P. 

▪ The UP Kisan Sabha was set up in Feb 1918 by Gauri Shankar and Indra Narayan Dwivedi. 

▪ Madan Mohan Malviya supported their efforts. 

▪ Other Prominent Leaders were: 

✓ Jhingir Singh 

✓ Durgapal Singh 

✓ Baba Ramchandra 

QUESTION 5  

Q. Assertion (A): In 1916, Maulana Mohammad Ali and Abul Kalam Azad resigned from the Legislative 

Council.                                                                                                                                                             



 

 

Reason (R): The Rowlatt Act was passed by the Government in spite of being opposed by all Indian 

members of the Legislative Council. [2003] 

(a) Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 6  

Q. What is the correct sequence of the following events? [1995] 

1. The Lucknow Pact  

2. The Introduction of Dyarchy 

3. The Rowlatt Act 

4. The Partition of Bengal 

Codes: 

(a) 1, 3, 2, 4  

(b) 4, 1, 3, 2 

(c) 1, 2, 3, 4  

(d) 4, 3, 2, 1 

Answer : b 



 

 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Lucknow Pact, (December 1916), agreement made by the Indian National Congress headed by Bal 

Gangadhar Tilak and the All-India Muslim League led by Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 

▪ It was adopted by the Congress at its Lucknow session in Dec, 1916. 

▪ The pact dealt both with the structure of the government of India and with the relation of the Hindu and 

Muslim communities. 

▪ Main features of this pact were :  

✓ There shall be self-government in India.                                                                                                           

✓ Muslims should be given one-third representation in the central government.                                                           

✓ There should be separate electorates for all the communities until a community demanded joint 

electorates.                                                                                                                                                                 

✓ At the provincial level, four-fifth of the members of the Legislative Councils should be elected and 

one-fifth should be nominated, etc. 

QUESTION 7  

Q. The native state of Tripura became involved in the freedom movement early in the 20th century 

because: [2000] 

(a) The kings of Tripura were always anti-British 

(b) The Bengal revolutionaries took shelter in Tripura 

(c) The tribes of the state were fiercely freedom loving 



 

 

(d) There were already some groups fighting against the kingship and its protector, the British 

Answer : d 

X. STRUGGLE FOR SWARAJ (1919-1939) PART 1 

KHILAFAT AND NON-COOPERATION MOVEMENT 

▪ The economic situation of the country in post war period became alarming with a rise in prices of 

commodities, decrease in production, increase in taxes etc. Almost all the sections suffered due to the war 

and this strengthened the Anti-British attitude. 

▪ The Rowlatt act, the imposition of martial law in Punjab and the Jalianwalla Bagh Massacre exposed the 

brutal face of the British Rule. 

▪ The Post-First world war period also the Preparation of the ground for common political action by 

Hindus and Muslims- 

✓ The Lucknow Pact 

✓ The Rowlatt Act 

✓ Young Radical Nationalists in the Organizations. 

KHILAFAT ISSUE 

▪ During the war, Turkey had allied with the Germany and Austria against the British. When the war 

ended, the British took a stern attitude towards Turkey- Turkey was dismembered and the Khalifa 

removed from power. 

▪ Muslims in India as well as all over the world, regarded the sultan of turkey as their spiritual leader,  so 

naturally their Sympathies were with turkey. 



 

 

▪ In India , Muslims demanded from the British – 

✓ Khalifa’s control over Muslim sacred places should be retained. 

✓ Khalifa should be left with sufficient territories after territorial arrangements. 

▪ A Khilafat committee was formed under the leadership of the Ali brothers, Maulana Azad, Hakim Ajmal 

Khan and Hasrat Mohani. 

▪ The All-India Khilafat conference held at Delhi in November 1919 and it decided to withdraw all 

cooperation from the govt. if their demands were not met. 

NON-COOPERATION MOVEMENT 

▪ The Khilafat committee launched a Non-Cooperation Movement on 31 august 1920. 

▪ The Congress supported Gandhi’s Plan for non-cooperation with the government till the Punjab and  

Khilafat wrongs were removed and Swaraj established. 

▪ People were asked to boycott- 

✓ Government educational institutions 

✓ Law courts 

✓ Foreign clothes 

✓ Conferred titles and honours 

 And to practice hand-spinning and hand-weaving for producing khadi. 



 

 

▪ Later, the programme included resignation from govt. service and mass civil disobedience including 

refusal to pay taxes. 

▪ The Tilak Swarajya fund was started to Finance the Non-Cooperation Movement and within 6 months 

over a crore of rupees were subscribed. 

▪ In July 1921, The All-India Khilafat committee passed a resolution declaring that no Muslim should 

serve in the British Indian Army. 

▪ The Govt. again took recourse to repression. By the end of 1921 all-important leaders, except Gandhiji, 

were behind bars along with 3000 others. 

▪ In the Annual session of Congress at Ahmedabad in 1921, All Satyagrahis were to take pledge to remain 

Non-violent in word and deed and to practice swadeshi and wear only khadi. 

▪ The Movement spread deep amongst the masses- 

✓ In parts of U.P, tenants refused to pay illegal dues to the Zamindars. 

✓ In the Punjab, Sikhs were leading a non-violent movement known as the Akali Movement, to remove 

corrupt Mahants from Guruduaras 

✓ In Assam, tea-plantation labourers went on strike. 

✓ The peasants of Midnapore refused to pay Union Board taxes Etc. 

▪ On 1 Feb 1922, Mahatma Gandhi announced that he would start Mass Civil Disobedience, including 

non-payment of taxes, unless within seven days the political prisoners were released and the press freed 

from government control. 

▪ A congress procession of 3000 peasants at Chauri-Chaura was fired upon by the police. The angry 

crowd attacked and burnt the police station causing the death of 22 policemen. 



 

 

▪ The congress Working Committee met at Bardoli in Gujarat on 12th February and passed a resolution 

stopping all activities which would lead to breaking of all laws. 

▪ It urged Congressmen to donate their time to the constructive Programme- 

✓ Popularization of the charkha 

✓ National schools 

✓ Removal of untouchability 

✓ Promotion of Hindu-Muslim Unity. 

QUESTION 1  

Q. Assertion (A): The Khilafat movement did bring the urban Muslims into the fold of the National 

Movement.                                                                                                                                                          

Reason (R): There was a predominant element of anti–imperialism in both the National and Khilafat 

Movement. [1998] 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 2  



 

 

Q. Consider the following statements: [1996] 

The Non-Cooperation Movement led to : 

1. Congress becoming a mass movement for the first time 

2. Growth of Hindu-Muslims unity 

3. Removal of fear of the British might from the minds of the people 

4. British government's willingness to grant political concessions to Indians 

Out of these statements: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 are correct 

(b) 2 and 3 are correct 

(c) 1 and 3 are correct 

(d) 3 and 4 are correct 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 3  

Q. Assertion (A): Gandhi stopped the Non-Cooperation Movement in 1922.                                               

Reason (R): Violence at Chauri-Chaura led him to stop the movement. [1998] 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 



 

 

Answer : a  

QUESTION 4  

Q. In 1920, which of the following changed its name to Swarajya Sabha? (2018) 

(a) All India home rule league 

(b) Hindu Mahasabha  

(c) South Indian liberal Federation 

(d) The servants of India society 

Answer : a  

QUESTION 5  

Q. In October 1920, who headed a group of Indians gathered at Tashkent to set up a Communist Party of 

India? [2005] 

(a) H.K. Sarkar  

(b) P.C. Joshi 

(c) M.C. Chagla  

(d) M.N. Roy 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

COMMUNIST PARTY 



 

 

▪ Communist Party of India was formed on 17th October 1920 in Tashkent by Indian revolutionaries who 

were out-side India at that time. 

▪ The October Revolution and the formation of the USSR gave inspiration to the people all over the world 

for a better society based on Socialist / Communist ideas. 

▪ The seven comrades who formed the party were: M.N.Roy, Evelyn Trent-Roy, Abani Mukherjee, Rosa 

Fitingov, Mohammad Ali, Mohammad Shafiq and Acharya. 

▪ The British could not terminate communism in India, instead it flourished. 

▪ After Independence, the CPI was split in 1964 and the CPI (Marxist) was formed in 1964. The CPI (M) 

is the biggest Communist Party in India at present. 

QUESTION 6  

Q. When Congress leaders condemned the Montagu-Chelmsford Report, many moderates left the party to 

form the: [2003] 

(a) Swarajya Party 

(b) Indian Freedom Party 

(c) Independence Federation of India 

(d) Indian Liberal Federation 

Answer : d  

EXPLANATION 

INDIAN LIBERAL FEDERATION 



 

 

▪ When the Montagu report of 1918 was made public, there was a divide in the Congress over it. The 

moderates welcomed it while the extremists opposed it. This led to a schism in the Congress with 

moderate leaders forming the "National Liberal Federation of India" in 1919. 

▪ Its most prominent leaders were Tej Bahadur Sapru, V. S. Srinivasan Sastri and M. R. Jayakar. 

▪ Tej Bahadur Sapru emerged as the most important leader among the Liberals.  

▪ During the agitation against the Simon Commission, he launched the idea of an all-parties conference in 

India to prepare an agreed constitutional scheme. 

▪ The Liberals were moderate nationalists who openly pursued India's independence from British rule and 

resented the excesses of British imperialism.  

▪ They preferred gradual constitutional reform to revolutionary methods as the means of achieving 

independence and because they attempted to secure constitutional reform by cooperating with British 

authority rather than defying it. 

▪ In 1925, the Liberals joined the Swaraj Party to demand a Round Table Conference to discuss 

constitutional reforms. 

QUESTION 7  

Q. During the Indian freedom struggle, who among the following proposed that Swaraj should be defined 

as complete independence free from all foreign control? [2004] 

(a) Mazharul Haque 

(b) Maulana Hasrat Mohani 

(c) Hakim Ajmal Khan 

(d) Abul Kalam Azad 

Answer : b 



 

 

QUESTION 8  

Q. The Sarabandi (no tax) campaign of 1922 was led by: [1996] 

(a) Bhagat Singh  

(b) Chittaranjan Das 

(c) Raj guru 

(d) Vallabhbhai Patel 

Answer : d 

SIMON COMMISSION 

The Indian Statutory Commission, commonly referred to as the Simon Commission, was a group of seven 

British Members of Parliament under the chairmanship of Sir John Simon. 

▪ The commission arrived in British India in 1928 to study constitutional reform in India. 

▪ One of its members was Clement Attlee, who later became Prime Minister of Britain (1945-1951). 

Why Simon Commission was introduced? 

▪ Diarchy was introduced in India by the Government of India Act 1919. The Act also promised that a 

commission would be appointed after 10 years to review the working and progress made on the measures 

taken through the Act. 

Why Simon Commission was boycotted? 

▪ The commission was opposed since it had seven British members of British Parliament and no Indian. 

▪ Indians saw it as a violation to their right of self-determination and insult to their self-respect. 



 

 

▪ Prominent Indian nationalist Lala Lajpat Rai led a protest in Lahore. He suffered a police beating during 

the protest, and died of his injuries on 17th November, 1928. 

What were the Outcomes of Simon Commission? 

▪ It proposed the abolition of Dyarchy and the establishment of representative government in the 

provinces. 

▪ It also recommended that separate communal electorates be retained, but only until tensions between 

Hindus and Muslims had died down. 

▪ In September 1928, ahead of the Commission's release, Motilal Nehru presented his Nehru Report. This 

report advocated that India be given dominion status of complete internal self-government. 

▪ The outcome of the Simon Commission was the Government of India Act 1935, which called for  

"responsible" government at the provincial level in India but not at the national level. 

QUESTION 9  

Q. Simon Commission of 1927 was boycotted because: [1998] 

(a) There was no Indian member in the Commission 

(b) It supported the Muslim League 

(c) Congress felt that the people of India are entitled to Swaraj 

(d) There were differences among the members 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 10  

Q. The people of India agitated against the arrival of Simon Commission because- [2013] 



 

 

(a) Indians never wanted the review of the working of the Act of 1919 

(b) Simon Commission recommended the abolition of Dyarchy (Diarchy) in the Provinces 

(c) There was no Indian member in the Simon Commission 

(d) The Simon Commission suggested the partition of the country. 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 11  

Q. With reference to Simon Commission's recommendations, which one of the following statements is 

correct? [2010] 

(a) It recommended the replacement of diarchy with responsible government in the provinces 

(b) It proposed the setting up of interprovincial council under the home department 

(c) It suggested the abolition of bicameral legislature at the Centre 

(d) It recommended the creation of Indian Police Service with a provision for increased pay and  

allowances for British recruits as compared to Indian recruits 

Answer : a 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XI. STRUGGLE FOR SWARAJ (1919-1939) PART 2 

In this chapter, we will be analysing the Previous Year UPSC Prelims Questions asked in context of 

India’s Freedom Struggle during the time period of 1919 – 1939. The first question that will be solving is 

from the topic “Nehru Report”. It is an important topic so let us first revise some of the important facts 

associated with it before we solve the question. This revision will allow you to answer the questions 

easily.  

NEHRU REPORT 

▪ As an answer to Lord Birkenhead’s challenge, an all parties Conference met in February 1928 and 

appointed a sub-committee under the chairmanship of Motilal Nehru to Draft a constitution. 

▪ This was the first major attempt by the Indians to draft a constitutional framework for the country. 

▪ The committee included :- Tej bahadur Sapru, Subhash Bose, Ms. Aney, Mangal Singh, Ali Imam, 

Shuaib Qureshi and G.R Pradhan as its members. 

SALIENT FEATURES OF NEHRU REPORTS 



 

 

▪ Dominion status on lines of self-governing dominions as the form of government desired by Indians. 

▪ Rejection of separate Electorates, instead a demand for joint Electorates with reservation of  seats for 

Muslims at the Centre and in provinces where they were in Minority. 

▪ Linguistic Provinces. 

▪ 19 fundamental rights including equal rights for women, right to form unions and universal adult 

suffrage. 

▪ Responsible govt. at the Centre and in Provinces. 

▪ Full protection to cultural and religious interests of the Muslims. 

▪ Complete dissociation of state from religion. 

Delhi Proposals  

▪ Joint electorates in place of separate electorates with reserved seats for Muslims. 

▪ One-third representation to Muslims in Central Legislative Assembly. 

▪ Representation to Muslims in Punjab and Bengal in proportion to their population. 

▪ Formation of three new Muslim majority provinces- Sindh, Baluchistan and North-west Frontier 

Province. 

Concessions given to Hindu Mahasabha 

▪ Joint Electorates proposed everywhere but reservation for Muslims only where in minority. 

▪ Sindh to be detached from Bombay only after dominion status was granted and subject to weightage to 

Hindu Minority in Sindh. 

▪ When these demands were not accommodated, in March 1929, Jinnah gave 14 points which were to 

become the basis of all future propaganda of the Muslim League. Conclusion of Nehru Report 



 

 

▪ Muslim league, Hindu Mahasabha and Sikh Communalists were unhappy about the Nehru Report. 

▪ Younger section of the Congress led by Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash Chandra Bose were also 

angered. The younger section regarded the idea of Dominion status in the report as a step backward. 

▪ Nehru and Subhash Bose rejected the Nehru Report and jointly set up the Independence for  India 

League. 

 

 

QUESTION 1  

Q. With reference to the period of Indian freedom struggle, which of the following was/were 

recommended by the Nehru report? [2011] 

1. Complete Independence for India. 

2. Joint electorates for reservation of seats for minorities. 

3. Provision of fundamental rights for the people of India in the Constitution. 



 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below- 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 2  

Q. The leader of the Bardoli Satyagraha (1928) was: [2003] 

(a) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

(b) Mahatma Gandhi 

(c) Vithalbhai J. Patel 

(d) Mahadev Desai 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

BARDOLI SATYAGRAHA 

▪ In 1925, the taluka of Bardoli in Gujarat suffered from floods and famine, causing crop production to 

suffer and leaving farmers facing great financial troubles. 

▪ However, the government of the Bombay Presidency had raised the tax rate by 30% that year, and 

despite petitions from civic groups, refused to cancel the rise in the face of the calamities. 



 

 

▪ Patel first wrote to the Governor of Bombay, asking him to reduce the taxes for the year in face of the 

calamities. But the Governor ignored the letter, and reciprocated by announcing the date of collection. 

▪ Patel then instructed all the farmers of Bardoli taluka to refuse payment of their taxes. 

▪ In 1928, an agreement was finally brokered by the Bombay government. 

▪ The Government agreed to restore the confiscated lands and properties, as well as cancel revenue 

payment not only for the year, but cancel the 30% raise until after the succeeding year. 

▪ It was women of Bardoli who bestowed the title Sardar for the first time, which in Gujarati and most 

Indian languages means Chief or Leader. 

▪ It was after Bardoli that Sardar Patel became one of India's most important leaders. Before we proceed 

to some more UPSC Previous Year Questions asked in context of India’s Freedom Struggle, let us first go 

through some important facts associated with Civil Disobedience Movement as UPSC has asked repeated 

questions from these topics and revising the theory will allow you to solve the questions easily. 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT 

▪ After the Nehru report, Congress decided that if the government did not accept a constitution based on 

Dominion status by the end of year. Congress would launch a Civil Disobedience Movement to attain its 

goal. 

▪ But Viceroy Irwin suggested Round Table conference to be held after Simon commission submit its 

report. 



 

 

 

GANDHI’S ELEVEN DEMANDS 

▪ To carry forward the mandate given by the Lahore Congress, Gandhi presented eleven demands to the 

Government and gave an ultimatum of Jan 31, 1930 to accept or Reject these demands. 

 



 

 

 

▪ Gandhi along a band of 78 members of Sabarmati Ashram marched from Ahmedabad through the 

Villages of Gujrat to the coast at Dandi to break the salt law. 

▪ The historic march, marking the launch of Civil Disobedience Movement began on March 12 and 

Gandhi broke the Salt Law by picking up a handful of Salt at Dandi on April 6.  

Spread of the Movement 

▪ Wherever possible Civil disobedience of the Salt Law should be started. 

▪ Foreign liquor and Cloth shops can be picketed. 

▪ Refusal to pay taxes.  

▪ Lawyers can give up practise. 

▪ Public can Boycott Law courts by refraining from Litigation. 



 

 

▪ Govt. servants can resign from their posts. 

▪ In Tamil Nadu, C. Rajagopalachari led a march from Tiruchirappalli to vedaranniyam (a small coastal 

town in the Tanjore district). 

▪ In Malabar, K. Kelappan led a march from Calicut to Poyannur. 

▪ In Assam, Satyagrahis walked from Sylhet to Noakhali to make Salt. 

▪ Imports of foreign cloth and other items fell. 

▪ Gov. suffered a loss of income from liquor, excise and land revenue. 

▪ Elections to legislative assembly were largely boycotted. 

 

 

Gandhi-Irwin Pact 

▪ Immediate release of all political prisoners not convicted of violence 



 

 

▪ Remission of all fines not yet collected. 

▪ Return of all lands not sold to third parties. 

▪ Right to make salt in coastal villages for personal consumption. 

▪ Right to peaceful and non-aggressive picketing. 

▪ Withdrawal of emergency ordinances. 

▪ Two demands of Gandhi were turned down by viceroy:- 

✓ Public enquiry into Police excesses. 

✓ Commutation of Bhagat Singh and his comrades, Death sentence to Life sentence. 

▪ Gandhi on Behalf of congress agreed to – 

✓ Suspend the civil disobedience Movement. 

✓ Participate in Round table Conferences.  

QUESTION 3  

Q. Who of the following organized a march on the Tanjore coast to break the Salt Law in April 1930? 

[2015] 

(a) V. O. Chidambaram Pillai 

(b) C. Rajagopalachari 

(c) K. Kamaraj 

(d) Annie Besant 



 

 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 4  

Q. In 1930, Mahatma Gandhi started Civil Disobedience Movement from: [1995] 

(a) Sewagram  

(b) Dandi 

(c) Sabarmati  

(d) Wardha 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 5  

(a) Home Rule Movement 

(b) Non-Cooperation Movement 

(c) Civil Disobedience Movement 

(d) Quit India Movement 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 6  

Q. Assertion (A): The effect of Labour participation in the Indian nationalist upsurge of the early 1930s 

was weak.                                                                                                                                                          

Reason (R): The Labour leaders considered the ideology of Indian National Congress as bourgeois and 

reactionary. [2002] 



 

 

(a) Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 7  

Q. During the Indian freedom struggle, the Khudai Khidmatgars, also known as Red Shirts called for: 

[2002] 

(a) The Union of Pakhtun tribal areas in north-west with the Afghanistan 

(b) The adoption of terrorist tactics and methods for terrorising and finally ousting the colonial rulers 

(c) The adoption of communist revolution ideology for political and social reform 

(d) The Pathan regional nationalist unity and a struggle against colonialism 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

KHUDAI KHIDMATGARS 

▪ In 1929, the Khudai Khidmatgars (“Servants of God”) movement, led by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, 

nonviolently mobilized to oppose the British in India’s Northwest Frontier Province. 

▪ Ghaffar Khan and the Khudai Khidmatgar movement inspired thousands of Pashtuns (also called 

Pathans), and use civil resistance to challenge British rule. 



 

 

▪ Ghaffar Khan, who is also known as Badshah Khan and the “Frontier Gandhi,” formed the world’s first 

nonviolent army, a force of perhaps 100,000 Pathans. 

▪ Members of the movement were known as “Red Shirts” because of the red uniforms they wore. 

▪ Initially they set to work organizing village projects and opening schools, but soon they became part of 

the broader Indian Independence movement. 

▪ Inspired by the dissidence of the INC and the charismatic spiritual-political leadership of Mahatma 

Gandhi, the Red Shirts blossomed in 1930 during the civil disobedience movement. 

QUESTION 8  

Q. Who among the following organized the famous Chittagong Armory raid? [2001] 

(a) Laxmi Sehgal 

(b) Surya Sen 

(c) Batukeshwar Dutta 

(d) J.M. Sengupta 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The Chittagong armory raid, also known as the Chittagong uprising, was an attempt on 18 April 1930 to 

raid the armory of police and auxiliary forces from the Chittagong armory in the Bengal Presidency of 

British India (now in Bangladesh) by armed Indian independence fighters led by Surya Sen. 

▪ The raiders were members of revolutionary groups who favored armed uprisings as a means to achieve 

India's independence from British colonial rule. 

 



 

 

▪ Sen devised a plan to- 

✓ Capture the two main armories in Chittagong. 

✓ Destroy the telegraph and telephone office. 

✓ Take as hostage’s members of the European Club, the majority of whom were government or military 

officials. Firearms retailers were also to be raided, while rail and communication lines were to be cut in 

order to sever Chittagong from Calcutta. 

✓ Imperial banks at Chittagong were to be looted to gather money for further uprisings, and various 

jailed revolutionaries would be freed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XII. STRUGGLE FOR SWARAJ (1919-1939) PART 3 

QUESTION 1  



 

 

Q. Consider the following events during India's freedom struggle: [2004] 

1. Chauri-Chaura Outrage 

2. Minto-Morley Reforms 

3. Dandi March 

4. Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms 

Which one of the following is the correct chronological order of the events above? 

(a) 1, 3, 2, 4  

(b) 2, 4, 1, 3 

(c) 1, 4, 2, 3  

(d) 2, 3, 1, 4 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists : [1997] 

List I List II 

(A) Morley-Minto Reforms 1. Country-Wide Agitation 

(B) Simon Commission 2. Withdrawal of a Movement 

(C) Chauri-Chaura Incident 3. Communal Electorates 

(D) Dandi March 4. Communal Outbreaks 



 

 

 5. Illegal manufactures of salt 

 

Codes: 

(a) A – 3; B – 4; C – 5; D – 2 

(b) A – 4; B – 1; C – 2; D – 3 

(c) A – 2; B – 3; C – 4; D – 5 

(d) A – 3; B – 1; C – 2; D – 5 

Answer : d 

Before we proceed to some more UPSC Previous Year Questions asked in context of India’s Freedom  

Struggle, let us first go through some important facts associated with Round Table Conferences as UPSC 

has asked repeated questions from these topics and revising the theory will allow you to solve the 

questions easily. 

ROUND TABLE CONFERENCES 

Viceroy- Lord Irwin 

Prime Minister- Ramsay Macdonald 

Reason- Simon Commission Report were Inadequate 

First Round Table conference 

▪ It was held in London between November 1930 and January 1931. 

▪ This was the First conference arranged between the British and the Indians as equals. 

▪ Participation:- 



 

 

✓ Govt. of India was represented by Narendra Nath Law, Bhupendra Nath Mitra, C.P Ramaswami Iyer 

and M. Ramachandra Rao. 

✓ Indian Princely States 

✓ Muslim League, Hindu Mahasabha 

✓ Sikhs, Parsis, Indian Christians ,Anglo-Indians 

✓ Women, Liberals, Depressed classes 

✓ Justice Party 

✓ Labour 

✓ Europeans Second Round Table conference 

▪ It was held in London from September 7 to December 1, 1931. 

▪ INC nominated Gandhi as its sole representative. 

CIRCUMSTANCES 

▪ Lord Irwin was replaced by Lord Willingdon as viceroy of India. 

▪ Labour govt. in England was replaced by the National govt. 

▪ Conservatives in Britain strongly objected the British govt. negotiating with congress on an equal basis. 

▪ The Session got deadlocked on the question of Minorities.  



 

 

OUTCOME 

The session ended with Macdonald’s announcement of: 

▪ Two Muslim Majority Provinces- NWFP and Sindh 

▪ The setting up of an Indian consultative committee 

▪ Setting up of 3 expert committees- finance, Franchise and states 

▪ The Prospect of a Unilateral British communal Award if Indians failed to agree. 

Third Round Table conference 

▪ This conference held between 17th November, 1932 and 24 December, 1932. 

▪ It was not attended by the Indian National Congress and Gandhi. 

▪ It was ignored by most other Indian Leaders. 

OUTCOME 

A joint select committee was formed to analyse the recommendations and formulate a new Act for India 

which was enforced as the Govt. of India Act of 1935. 

QUESTION 3  

Q. The meeting of Indian and British political leaders during 1930–32 in London has often been referred 

to as the First, Second and Third Round Table Conferences. It would be incorrect to refer to them as such 

because: [1996] 

(a) The Indian National Congress did not take part in two of them 

(b) Indian parties other than the Indian National Congress, participating in the conference represented  



 

 

sectional interests and not the whole of India 

(c) The British Labour Party had withdrawn from the conference thereby making the proceeding of  

the conference partisan 

(d) It was an instance of a conference held in three session and not that of three separate conference 

Answer : d 

Before we proceed to some more UPSC Previous Year Questions asked in context of India’s Freedom 

Struggle, let us first go through some important facts associated with Communal Award as UPSC has 

asked repeated questions from these topics and revising the theory will allow you to solve the questions 

easily. 

COMMUNAL AWARD 

▪ This was another Expression of British Policy of Divide and rule. 

▪ The Communal award was announced by British Prime Minister, Ramsay MacDonald in August 1932. 

▪ Communal Award Declared the Depressed classes also to be minorities and entitled them to Separate 

Electorates. 

▪ The Muslims, Sikhs and Christians had already been recognized as Minorities. 

▪ While Strongly Disagreeing with the communal Award, the Congress decided neither to accept it nor to 

reject it. 

▪ The effort to separate the depressed classes from the rest of the Hindus by treating them as separate  

political entity was vehemently opposed by all the nationalists. 

▪ Gandhi saw the Communal Award as an attack on Indian unity and nationalism. 



 

 

▪ Acc. to him, it was harmful for both Hinduism and to the depressed classes since it provided no solution 

to the socially degraded position of the depressed classes. 

▪ Gandhi demanded that the depressed classes be elected through joint electorate, while expressing no 

objection to the demand for a large number of reserved seats. 

▪ And to press for his demands, Gandhiji went on an indefinite fast on sept 20, 1932. 

POONA PACT  

▪ Poona Pact was accepted by the government as an amendment to the communal Award. 

▪ This agreement between Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi was signed on September 24, 

1932. 

▪ This Pact abandoned the idea of Separate Electorates for the depressed classes. 

▪ But the seats reserved for the depressed classes were increased from 71 to 147 in provincial legislatures 

and to 18% of the total in the Central Legislature. 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Consider the following statements: [2005] 

1. In the First Round Table Conference, Dr. Ambedkar demanded separate electorates for the depressed 

classes. 

2. In the Poona Pact, special provisions for representation of the depressed people in the local bodies and 

civil services were made. 

3. The Indian National Congress did not take part in the Third Round Table Conference. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2  



 

 

(b) 2 and 3  

(c) 1 and 3  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 5  

Q. Mahatma Gandhi undertook fast unto death in 1932, mainly because- [2012] 

(a) Round Table Conference failed to satisfy Indian political aspirations 

(b) Congress and Muslim League had differences of opinion 

(c) Ramsay Macdonald announced the Communal Award 

(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is correct in this context 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 6  

Q. The Poona Pact which was signed between the British Government and Mahatma Gandhi in 1934 

provided for: [1997] 

(a) Creation of dominion status for India 

(b) Separate electorates for the Muslims 

(c) Separate electorate for the Harijans 

(d) Joint electorate with reservation for Harijans 

Answer : d 



 

 

QUESTION 7  

Q. Who among the following was a prominent leader of the Congress Socialist Party? [1996] 

(a) M.N. Roy 

(b) Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi 

(c) Pattam Thanu Pillai 

(d) Acharya Narendra Dev 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 8  

Q. With reference to Congress Socialist Party, consider the following statements: [2015] 

1. It advocated the boycott of British goods and evasion of taxes. 

2. It wanted to establish the dictatorship of proletariat. 

3. It advocated separate electorate for minorities and oppressed classes. 

Which of the statements given above is / are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3  

(d) None 

Answer : d 



 

 

QUESTION 9 

Q. In which one of the following provinces was a Congress ministry not formed under the Act of 1935? 

[2005] 

(a) Bihar  

(b) Madras 

(c) Orissa  

(d) Punjab 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 10  

Q. Consider the following statements: [2010] 

1. The “Bombay Manifesto” signed in 1936 openly opposed the preaching of socialist ideals. 

2. It evoked support from a large section of business community from all across India. 

Which of the statements given above is/ are correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answers : c 

 



 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ It was prepared in 1936, at Bombay by a team of well-known Indian businessmen deeply involved in 

India's freedom struggle and the welfare of Indian people. 

▪ Sir Purshottamdas Thakurdas, JRD Tata, GD Birla, Sir Shri Ram, Kasturbhai Lalbhai, AD Shroff and 

John Matthai submitted a memorandum in which they presented an outline of future economic 

development of India. Thus was born the famous 'Bombay Plan'. 

▪ It was also a weapon to fight the 'socialist threat.' That is why its framers decided to stress a need to 

study 'poverty and discontent' and adopt a 'sympathetic attitude' towards Labour.  

▪ Basically it was an attempt on the part of Bombay Businessmen at broadening the anti-socialist front as 

much as possible. 

QUESTION 11  

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer: [1997] 

List I List II 

(A) Chittagong Armory Raid 1. Lala Hardayal 

(B) Kakori Conspiracy 2. Jatin Das 

(C) Lahore Conspiracy 3. Surya Sen 

(D) Ghaddar Party 4. Ram Prasad Bismil 

 5. Vasudeo Phadke 

 

(a) A – 3; B – 4; C – 1; D – 5  

(b) A – 4; B – 3; C – 2; D – 5  



 

 

(c) A – 3; B – 4; C – 2; D – 1 

 (d) A – 2; B – 4; C – 3; D – 1 

Answer : c 

DO IT YOURSELF 

QUESTION 12  

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists: [1997] 

LIST 1 LIST 2 

(A) Surat split 

(B) Communal Award 

1. 1929 

2. 1928 

(C) All Party Convention 3. 1932 

(D) Poorna Swaraj 4. 1907 

 5. 1905 

 

Codes: 

(a) A – 4; B – 3; C – 1; D – 5 

(b) A – 4; B – 3; C – 2; D – 1 

(c) A – 2; B – 5; C – 4; D – 1 

(d) A – 1; B – 4; C – 2; D – 3 

 



 

 

QUESTION 13  

Q. Match List I with II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists: [1996] 

List I List II 

(A) 1883 1. Announcement of communal award from 

Whitehall 

(B) 1906 2. Formation of the All India State Peoples 

Conference 

(C) 1927 3. Foundation of Muslim League at Dacca 

(D) 1932 4. First session of National Conference at Calcutta 

 

Codes: 

(a) A – 4; B – 3; C – 1; D – 2 

(b) A – 3; B – 4; C – 1; D – 2 

(c) A – 4; B – 3; C – 2; D – 1 

(d) A – 3; B – 4; C – 2; D – 1 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

XIII. TOWARDS FREEDOM & PARTITION (1939-1947) PART 1 

QUESTION 1  

Q. Who among the following was the President of the All India States Peoples Conference in 1939? 

[2001] 

(a) Jaya Prakash Narayan 

(b) Sheikh Abdullah 

(c) Jawahar Lal Nehru 

(d) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

ALL-INDIA STATE PEOPLE CONFERENCE 

▪ The All India States Peoples' Conference (AISPC) was a conglomeration of political movements in the 

princely states of the British Raj, which were variously called Praja Mandals or Lok Parishads.  

▪ It was established to encourage political dialogue between the princely class of India, and the British 

Raj, upon the issues of governance, political stability and future of India. 

▪ The first session of the organization was held in Bombay in December 1927. 

▪ The Conference looked to the Indian National Congress for support, but Congress was reluctant to 

provide it until 1939, when Jawaharlal Nehru became its president, serving in this position till 1946.  

▪ The States Peoples' Conference dissolved itself on 25 April 1948 and all its constituent units merged into 

the Congress, with one exception, viz., the Jammu & Kashmir National Conference. This body, under the 



 

 

leadership of Sheikh Abdullah remained independent, while one section of it merged with the Congress in 

1965. 

▪ The body played an important role during the political integration of India, helping Indian leaders 

Vallabhbhai Patel and Jawaharlal Nehru negotiate with hundreds of princes over the formation of a 

united, independent India after 1947. 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Which party was founded by Subhash Chandra Bose in the year 1939 after he broke away from the 

Congress? [2005] 

(a) Indian Freedom Party 

(b) Azad Hind Fauj 

(c) Revolutionary Front 

(d) Forward Bloc 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

FORWARD BLOC 

▪ Founder: Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 

▪ Founded: 22 June 1939 

Important facts 

▪ Subhash Chandra Bose resigned from president ship of congress on 29 April 1939. 

▪ On 3rd May, He declared the formation of forward bloc, to rally the radical elements. 



 

 

▪ In August, the same year Bose began publishing a newspaper titled Forward Bloc. He travelled around 

the country, rallying support for his new political project. 

▪ The Forward Bloc held its first All India Conference in Nagpur. 

▪ The conference passed a resolution titled 'All Power to the Indian People', urging militant action for 

struggle against British colonial rule. 

▪ Subhash Chandra Bose was elected as the president of the party and H.V. Kamath as the general 

secretary. 

QUESTION 3  

Q. Assertion (A): The Congress Ministries in all the provinces resigned in the year 1939. 

Reason (R): The Congress did not accept the decision of the Viceroy to declare war against Germany in 

the context of the Second World War. [2008] 

(a) Both A are Rare true but R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

Why congress Ministries resigned? 

▪ On September 3rd 1939, Britain declared war against Germany and the British govt. of India declared 

India’s support for the war without consulting India’s opinion. 



 

 

▪ The Indian offered to corporate in the war effort with the 2 conditions: 

✓ After the war, a constituent assembly should be convened to determine political structure of a free 

India. 

✓ Immediately, some form of a genuinely responsible govt.should be established at the centre. 

▪ This offer was rejected by Lord Linlithgow. 

▪ On October 23, 1939, The CWC working committee called upon the congress ministries to resign in all 

the provinces. 

QUESTION 4  

Q. The Congress ministries resigned in the seven provinces in 1939, because [2012] 

(a) The Congress could not form ministries in the other four provinces 

(b) Emergence of a ‘left wing’ in the Congress made the working of the ministries impossible 

(c) There were widespread communal disturbances in their provinces 

(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is correct 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 5  

Q. Assertion (A): Lord Linlithgow described the August Movement of 1942 as the most serious  

rebellion since Sepoy Mutiny. 

Reason (R): There was massive upsurge of the peasantry in certain areas. (1999, 2000) 



 

 

(a) Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

AUGUST OFFER 

▪ Announced in- 1940 

▪ Announced by- Lord Linlithgow 

▪ Purpose- To get the cooperation of India in the War Effort.  

Background 

▪ Hitler’s astounding success and the fall of Belgium, Holland and France put England in a conciliatory 

mood. 

▪ Both Gandhi and Nehru opposed the idea of taking advantage of Britain’s position.  

▪ The congress was ready to compromise, asking the British govt. to let it form an interim govt. 



 

 

 

QUESTION 6  

Q. In the ‘Individual Satyagraha’, Vinoba Bhave was chosen as the first Satyagrahi. Who was the second? 

[2009] 

(a) Dr. Rajendra Prasad 

(b) Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

(c) C. Rajagopalachari 

(d) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

INDIVIDUAL SATYAGRAHA 

Background 

The govt. took the adamant position that no constitutional advance could be made till the congress came 

to an agreement with the Muslim Leaders. 

THE AIMS OF LAUNCHING INDIVIDUAL SATYAGRAHA WERE  



 

 

▪ To show that nationalist patience was not due to weakness. 

▪ To express people’s feeling that they were not interested in the war and that they made no distinction 

between the Nazis and double autocracy that was ruling India. 

▪ To give another opportunity to govt. to accept congress demands peacefully. 

▪ The demand of the Satyagrahi would be the freedom of speech against the war through an anti-war 

declaration. 

▪ If the govt. did not the arrest Satyagrahi, he or she would repeat it and start a March towards Delhi, thus 

starting a movement which came to be known as “Delhi chalo Movement”. 

▪ Vinoba Bhave was the first to offer the Satyagraha and Jawaharlal Nehru was the second. 

▪ By May 1941, 25000 people had been convicted for individual civil disobedience. 

QUESTION 7  

Q. With reference to colonial period of Indian history, Match List-I (Person) with List-II (Event) and 

select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists: [2002] 

 

List I List II 

(A) Macdonald 1. Doctrine of Lapse 

(B) Linlithgow 2. Communal award 

(C) Dalhousie 3. August Offer 

(D) Chelmsford 4. Dyarchy 

 

(a) A – 3; B – 2; C – 1; D – 4 



 

 

(b) A – 3; B – 2; C – 4; D – 1 

(c)A – 2; B – 3; C – 1; D – 4 

(d) A – 2; B – 3; C – 4; D – 1 

Answer : c 

 

QUESTION 8  

Q. Who of the following Prime Ministers sent Cripps Mission to India? [2009] 

(a) James Ramsay MacDonald 

(b) Stanley Baldwin 

(c) Neville Chamberlain 

(d) Winston Churchill 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

CRIPPS MISSION 

▪ Came in - 1942 

▪ Headed by- Stafford Cripps 

▪ Reason- To seek Indian support for the war 

Why Cripps Mission was sent? 



 

 

▪ Britishers were threatened by the Japanese threat to invade India. That’s why Indian support became 

crucial. 

▪ There was pressure on Britain from the allies (USA, USSR, and China) to seek Indian Cooperation. 

▪ Indian nationalists agreed to support the Britain if substantial power was transferred immediately and 

complete independence given after the war. 

 

Main Proposals 

▪ An Indian Union with a Dominion Status would be set up. 

✓ It would be free to participate in United Nations and other International bodies. 

✓ It would be free to decide its relation with the Commonwealth. 

▪ After the end of war, a constituent Assembly would be convened to frame a new constitution 

▪ The British govt. would accept the new constitution to 2 conditions: 

✓ Any Province not willing to join the union could have a separate constitution and form a separate 

union 

✓ British govt. would negotiate treaty to effect the transfer of Power and to safeguard racial and religious 

minorities. 

▪ Governor’s General Powers would remain intact. 

▪ Defence of India would remain in British hands for the meantime. 

Implications 



 

 

▪ The making of constitution was to be solely in Indian Hands now. 

✓ A Concrete Plan was provided for the Constituent assembly. 

✓ A Blueprint for India’s Partition-Option was available to any Province to have a separate constitution. 

✓ Free India could withdraw from the commonwealth. 

✓ Indians were allowed to contribute in administration in Interim Period. 

Why Cripps Mission Failed? 

▪ The Congress objected to the :- 

✓ Offer of dominion status. 

✓ Representation of the Princely states by nominees. 

✓ Right to provinces to secede. 

✓ Absence of any plan for immediate transfer of Power. 

✓ Absence of any Real share in Defence. 

▪ The Muslim League- 

✓ Criticized the Idea of single Indian Union 

✓ Thought that the proposals denied the Muslims right to self-determination and creation of Pakistan. 



 

 

▪ The Liberals and Hindu Mahasabha criticized the basis of the right to secede. 

▪ Sikhs objected that Partition would take away Punjab from them. 

QUESTION 9  

Q. Assertion (A): The Congress rejected the Cripps proposals. 

Reason (R): The Cripps Mission consisted solely of whites. [1998] 

(a) Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 10  

Q. An important aspect of the Cripps Mission of 1942 was: [2003] 

(a) That all Indian States should join the Indian Union as a condition to consider any degree of autonomy 

for India 

(b) The creation of an Indian Union with Dominion status very soon after the end of Second World War 

(c) the active participation and cooperation of the Indian people, communities and political parties in  

the British war efforts as a condition for granting independence with full sovereign status to India after the 

war 



 

 

(d) The framing of a constitution for the entire Indian Union, with no separate constitution for any 

province, and a Union Constitution to be accepted by all provinces  

Answer : b 

QUESTION 11  

Q. Consider the following statements: 

The Cripps Proposals include the provision for 

1. Full independence for India. 

2. Creation of constitution-making body. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? [2009] 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : b 

DO IT YOURSELF 

QUESTION 12  

Q. The plan of sir Stafford Cripps envisaged that after the second world war: (2016) 

(a) India should be granted complete independence 

(b) India should be partitioned into two before granting independence 



 

 

(c) India should be made a republic with the condition that she will join the commonwealth 

(d) India should be given dominion status 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XIV. TOWARDS FREEDOM & PARTITION (1939-1947) PART 2 

In this chapter, we will be analysing the Previous Year UPSC Prelims Questions asked in context of 

India’s Freedom and Partition during the time period of 1939-1947. 

It is an important topic so let us first revise some of the important facts associated with it before we solve 

the question. This revision will allow you to answer the questions easily.  

QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT 

Background 

▪ Cripps mission failed to solve the constitutional deadlock and exposed Britain’s unchanged attitude on 

constitutional advance. 

▪ Popular discontent because of rising prices and shortage of basic food items etc. 



 

 

▪ There were fears of Britain following a “Scorched earth policy” in Assam, Bengal and Orissa against 

possible Japanese advancements. 

▪ News of reverses suffered by British in south-east Asia enhanced popular willingness to give expression 

to discontent. 

▪ British behavior towards the Indian subjects in south-east Asia exposed the racist attitude of the rulers. 

▪ The leadership wanted to condition the masses for a  possible Japanese invasion. 

 

 



 

 

 

Spread of the movement 

▪ The British govt. didn’t wait for the movement to be formally launched. On august 1942, all the top 

leaders of the congress were arrested and taken to unknown destinations. 

▪ The congress working committee and the Provincial congress committees were declared unlawful 

associations under the Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1908. 

▪ The assembly of Public meeting was prohibited. 

▪ The removal of established leaders left the younger and militant elements to their own initiative. 



 

 

Underground Activity 

▪ The participants in these activities were the Socialists, Forward bloc members, Gandhi ashramites, 

revolutionaries and local organizations. 

▪ The Main personalities were : 

✓ Ram Manohar Lohia 

✓ Jayaprakash Narayan 

✓ Aruna Asaf Ali 

✓ Usha Mehta- started an underground Radio in Bombay 

✓ Biju Patnaik 

✓ Sucheta Kripalani etc. 

▪ Parallel governments were established at many places: 

 

 

 

 

Extent of Mass Participation 

▪ Youth( especially the students, remained in the forefront) 

▪ Women, especially school and college’s girls actively participated. 



 

 

▪ Workers went on Strike and faced repression. 

▪ Peasants of all strata were at the heart of the movement. 

▪ Muslims helped by giving shelter to underground activists. There were no clashes during the Movement. 

▪ The communists didn’t joined the Movement. 

▪ The Muslim League opposed the Movement. 

▪ The Hindu Mahasabha boycotted the Movement. 

▪ The Princely states showed a low-key response. 

Suppression of the Movement 

▪ The Repression was severe. 

▪ Agitating crowds were lathi-charged, tear-gassed and fired upon. 

▪ Rebellious villages were fined heavily and in many villages mass flogging was done. 

▪ Main storm centers of the movement were in eastern united provinces, Bihar, Midnapore, Maharashtra 

and Karnataka. 

▪ In Feb 1943, Gandhi started a fast as an answer to an exhortation by the govt. to condemn violence of 

the state. The news of the fast was overwhelming. Protests were organized at home and abroad. 3 

members of the viceroy’s executive council resigned. 

▪ The Fast achieved: 

✓ Public morale was raised. 

✓ Anti-British feeling was heightened 



 

 

✓ An opportunity was provided for political activity. 

▪ The British released Gandhi on account of his health in 1944, but he kept up the resistance, demanding 

the release of the Congress leadership. 

QUESTION 1  

Q. Consider the following statements: 

On the eve of launch of Quit India Movement, Mahatma Gandhi: 

1. Asked the government servants to resign. 

2. Asked the soldiers to leave their posts. 

3. Asked the Princes of the Princely states to accept the sovereignty of their own people. 

Which of the statement given above is/are correct? [2005] 

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 2  

Q. With which one of the following movements is the slogan “Do or die” associated? [2009] 

(a) Swadeshi Movement 



 

 

(b) Non-Cooperation Movement 

(c) Civil Disobedience Movement 

(d) Quit India Movement 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 3  

Q. Quit India Movement was launched in response to- [2013] 

(a) Cabinet Mission Plan 

(b) Cripps Proposals 

(c) Simon Commission Report 

(d) Wavell Plan  

Answer : b 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Which one of the following observation is not true about the Quit India Movement of 1942? [2011] 

(a) It was a non-violent movement 

(b) It was led by Mahatma Gandhi 

(c) It was a spontaneous movement 

(d) It did not attract the Labour class in general 

Answer : a 



 

 

 

 

QUESTION 5  

Q. After Quit India Movement, C. Rajagopalachari issued a pamphlet entitled "The Way Out". Which one 

of the following was proposed in this pamphlet? [2010] 

(a) The establishment of a "War Advisory Council“composed of representatives of British India and the 

Indian States. 

(b) Reconstitution of the Central Executive Council in such a way that all its members, except the 

Governor General and the Commander-in-Chief should be Indian leaders. 

(c) Fresh elections to the Central and Provincial Legislatures to be held at the end of 1945 and a 

Constitution making body to be convened as soon as possible. 

(d) A solution for the constitutional deadlock. 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

RAJAGOPALACHARI FORMULA 

When- 1944 

By Whom- C. Rajagopalachari 

Purpose- Congress-League Cooperation 

Main Points 

▪ Muslim League to endorse congress demands for independence. 



 

 

▪ League to co-operate with Congress in forming a provisional government at the Centre. 

▪ After the end of the war, the entire population of Muslim Majority areas in the North-west and North-

east India to decide by a plebiscite, whether or not to form a separate sovereign state. 

▪ In case of Acceptance of partition agreement to be made jointly for safeguarding Defence, commerce, 

communications etc. 

▪ The above conditions to be operative only if England transferred full powers to India. 

Objections 

▪ Jinnah wanted the congress to accept the two-nation theory. He also opposed the idea of a common 

centre. 

▪ Congress was ready to cooperate with the League for the independence of the Indian union. But the 

League was only interested in a separate union. 

▪ Hindu Leaders led by Vir Savarkar condemned the CR Plan. 

QUESTION 6  

Q. The Indian National Army (I.N.A.) came into existence in 1943 in: [2000] 

(a) Japan 

(b) Burma 

(c) Singapore  

(d) Malaya  

Answer : c 

 



 

 

 

EXPLANATION 

INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY 

Background 

▪ The initial credit for the formation of the Indian national Army goes to the captain Mohan Singh, who 

set up the first division of the INA on 1 September 1942. 

▪ But due to the differences of opinion with the Japanese officials over the question of the role and 

members of the army, this proved to be a failure. 

▪ On 2 July 1943, Subhash Chandra Bose reached Singapore and gave the rousing war cry of “Dili chalo”. 

▪ On 5 July, 1943, He was made the President of Indian Independence League and in October became the 

supreme commander of the Indian National Army. 

▪ He also announced the formation of the Azad Hind Govt. and proclaimed ‘Give me blood and I will give 

you freedom’. 

▪ He organized the Indian National Army (INA) and gave the country the slogan of ‘Jai hind’.  

▪ The role of Rasbehari Bose should also be acknowledged. He had fled to Japan in 1915 following the 

failed revolutionary activities. 

▪ He made a lot of efforts in getting the Japanese interested in the Indian independence movement. He 

became active in Pan-Asian circles, founded the Indian club of Tokyo and gave lectures on the evils of 

Western Imperialism. 

QUESTION 7  



 

 

Q. Assertion (A): According to the Wavell Plan, the number of Hindu and Muslim members in the 

Executive Council were to be equal. 

Reason (R): Wavell thought that this arrangement would have avoided the partition of India. [2007] 

(a) Both A are Rare true but R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 8  

Q. Who suggested the reconstitution of the Viceroy Executive Council in which all the Portfolios 

including that of War Members were to be held by the Indian leaders? [2008] 

(a) Simon Commission  

(b) Shimla Conference 

(c) Cripps Proposal  

(d) Cabinet Mission 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

WAVELL PLAN 

▪ When- 1945 



 

 

▪ By Whom- Lord Wavell (viceroy) 

Reasons 

▪ The general election in England was scheduled for mid-1945. The Conservatives wanted to be seen as 

sincere on reaching a solution. 

▪ There was pressure from the Allies to seek further Indian cooperation in the war.  

▪ The government wanted to divert Indian energies into channels more profitable for the British. 

▪ Threat of Japanese invasion in India, forcing the British to negotiate.  

Features 

▪ With the exception of the governor-general and the commander-in-chief, all members of the executive 

council were to be Indians. The reconstructed council was to function as an interim government within the 

framework of the 1935 Act (i.e. not responsible to the Central Assembly).  

▪ Caste Hindus and Muslims were to have equal representation. 

▪ The governor-general was to exercise his veto on the advice of ministers. 

▪ Possibilities were to be kept open for negotiations on a new constitution once the war was finally won.  

Stance of different parties 

▪ Muslim League: The League claimed some kind of veto in the council with decisions opposed to 

Muslims needing a two-third majority for approval. 

▪ The Congress objected to the plan as “an attempt to reduce the congress to the status of a purely caste 

Hindu party insisted on its right to include members of all communities among its nominees”. 

Shimla Conference 



 

 

▪ The Shimla Conference 1945 was a meeting between the Viceroy and the major political leaders of 

British India at Shimla, India. 

▪ Convened to agree on and approve the Wavell Plan for Indian self-government, and there it reached a 

potential agreement for the self-rule of India that provided separate representation for Muslims and 

reduced majority powers for both communities in their majority regions. 

▪ Talks, however, stalled on the issue of selection of Muslim representatives. Seeking to assert itself and 

its claim to be the sole representative of Indian Muslims, the All-India Muslim League refused to back 

any plan in which the Indian National Congress, appointed Muslim representatives. 

▪ This scuttled the conference, and perhaps the last viable opportunity for a united, independent India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

XV. TOWARDS FREEDOM & PARTITION (1939-1947) PART 3 

In this chapter, we will be analysing the Previous Year UPSC Prelims Questions asked in context of 

India’s Freedom and Partition during the time period of 1939-1947. It is an important topic so let us first 

revise some of the important facts associated with it before we solve the question. This revision will allow 

you to answer the questions easily.  

CABINET MISSION  

When announced- Feb 1946 

British Prime Minister at the time of Cabinet Mission - Clement Attlee 

Purpose- To find out ways and means for a negotiated, peaceful transfer of power to India. 

Members- Pethick Lawrence, Stafford Cripps, A.V. Alexander. 

 

 

Main Provisions 

REJECTION OF THE DEMAND FOR A FULL-FLEDGED PAKISTAN, BECAUSE  



 

 

✓ The Pakistan so formed would include a large non-Muslim population—38 per cent in the North-West 

and 48 per cent in the North-East. 

✓ The very principle of communal self-determination would claim separation of Hindu-majority western 

Bengal and Sikh- and Hindu-dominated Ambala and Jullundur divisions of Punjab. 

✓ Deep-seated regional ties would be disturbed if Bengal and Punjab were partitioned. 

✓ Partition would entail economic and administrative problems. 

✓ The division of the armed forces would be dangerous. 

THREE-TIER EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATURE AT PROVINCIAL, SECTION 

AND UNION LEVELS.  

▪ A constituent assembly was to be elected by provincial assemblies by proportional representation 

(voting in three groups—General, Muslims, Sikhs).  

▪ Grouping of existing provincial assemblies into three sections: 

 

▪ A common Centre would control Defence, communication and external affairs. A federal structure was 

envisaged for India.  



 

 

▪ Communal questions in the central legislature were to be decided by a simple majority of both 

communities present and voting. 

▪ Provinces were to have full autonomy and residual powers. 

▪ Princely states were no longer to be under paramountcy of the British government. They would be free 

to enter into an arrangement with successor governments or the British government. 

▪ After the first general elections, a province was to be free to come out of a group and after 10 years, a 

province was to be free to call for a reconsideration of the group or the union constitution. 

▪ Meanwhile, an interim government was to be formed from the constituent assembly.  

Main Objections 

 Congress 

✓ Provinces shouldn’t have to wait till the first general elections to come out of a group. They should 

have the option of not joining a group in the first place. 

✓ Compulsory grouping contradicts the oft-repeated insistence on provincial autonomy. 

✓ Absence of provision for elected members from the princely states in the constituent assembly (they 

could only be nominated by the princes) was not acceptable. 

Muslim League 

✓ Grouping should be compulsory with sections B and C developing into solid entities with a view to 

future secession into Pakistan. 

✓ The League had thought that the Congress would reject the plan, thus prompting the government to 

invite the League to form the interim government.  



 

 

Outcome 

▪ The Muslim League on June 6 and the Congress on June 24, 1946 accepted the long-term plan put 

forward by the Cabinet Mission. 

▪ July 1946 Elections were held in provincial assemblies for the Constituent Assembly. 

▪ July 10, 1946 Nehru made a statement. 

▪ July 29, 1946 The League withdrew its acceptance of the long-term plan in response to Nehru’s  

statement and gave a call for “direct action” from August 16 to achieve Pakistan.  

QUESTION 1  

Q. Which one of the following is not correct' about the Cabinet Mission Plan? [1996] 

(a) Provincial grouping 

(b) Interim Cabinet of Indians 

(c) Acceptance of Pakistan 

(d) Constitution framing right 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 2  

Q. 'It made its proposals in May. It still wanted a united India. There was to be a Federal Union composed 

of British provinces' : [1999] 

The above quotation is related to: 

(a) Simon Commission 



 

 

(b) Gandhi-Irwin Pact 

(c) Cripps Mission 

(d) Cabinet Mission  

Answer : d 

QUESTION 3  

Q. The last opportunity to avoid the partition of India was lost with the rejection of : [2002] 

(a) Cripps Mission 

(b) Rajagopalachari Formula 

(c) Cabinet Mission 

(d) Wavell Plan 

Answer : c 

DO IT YOURSELF 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Which one of the following leaders of the Congress was totally in favour of Cabinet Mission Plan? 

[1999] 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi 

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(c) Sardar Patel 

(d) Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 



 

 

Before we proceed to some more UPSC Previous Year Questions asked in context of India’s final phase 

in its Freedom Struggle and subsequent partition, let us first go through some important facts associated 

with Constituent Assemblys UPSC has asked repeated questions from these topics and revising the theory 

will allow you to solve the questions easily. Let us start by understanding some important facts associated 

with Constituent Assembly. 

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 

▪ Idea put forward by- M.N Roy in 1934 

▪ Adopted by Indian national Congress- 1935 

▪ Accepted by British Govt. - August Offer, 1940 

▪ Constituted- Cabinet Mission Plan, 1946 

▪ Purpose- Drafting the constitution 

Important Facts associated with Constituent Assembly: 

▪ A constituent assembly is a body of representatives which is composed for drafting a constitution. Once 

the constitution is ready and adopted; the assembly is dissolved. 

▪ It was first elected for undivided India but after partition, some of its members ceased to exist as a 

separate constituent assembly was created for Pakistan. 

▪ Members of Constituent Assembly were indirectly elected. 

▪ The members of the Constituent assembly were indirectly elected by the members of the provincial 

assemblies by method of single transferable vote system of proportional representations. 

▪ Initially, its total membership was kept 389. After partition, the Constituent Assembly of India had 299 

representatives. These included 229 members from provinces and 70 from princely states. There were 

total nine women members. 



 

 

▪ The basis of divisions of seats was “population” roughly in 1:10 Lakh ratio. 

▪ The first meeting of the Constituent Assembly of India took place in New Delhi, on 9th December 1946. 

▪ Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha was the first president of the Constituent Assembly. In the first meeting, the 

assembly adopted an ‘Objective Resolution’ which later became the preamble. 

▪ After partition, Dr. Rajendra Prasad became the president of Constituent Assembly of Independent 

India. Professor H.C Mukherjee was Vice president of the constituent Assembly. 

▪ The Constituent Assembly appointed a total of 13 committees to deal with different tasks of 

constitution-making. 

MAJOR COMMITTEES  

✓ Drafting Committee – Dr. B.R. Ambedkar (Bengal). 

✓ Union Powers Committee, Union Constitution Committee – Jawaharlal Nehru (united provinces). 

✓ Provincial Constitution Committee, Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights, Minorities and  

Tribal and Excluded Areas – Sardar Patel. 

✓ Rules of Procedure Committee – Dr. Rajendra Prasad. 

✓ Steering Committee – Dr. Rajendra Prasad. 

✓ States Committee (Committee for Negotiating with States) – Jawaharlal Nehru. 

QUESTION 5  



 

 

Q. Which one of the following first mooted the idea of a constituent assembly to frame a constitution for 

India? [1996] 

(a) Swaraj Party in 1934 

(b) Congress Party in 1936 

(c) Muslims League in 1942 

(d) All Parties Conference in 1946 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 6  

Q. With reference to Indian History, the Members of the Constituent Assembly from the Provinces were 

[2002,2013] 

(a) Directly elected by the people of those Provinces 

(b) Nominated by the Indian National Congress and the Muslim League 

(c) Elected by the Provincial Legislative Assemblies 

(d) Selected by the Government for their expertise in constitutional matters  

Answer : c 

QUESTION 7  

Q. Which one of the following statements is correct? [2004] 

(a) The Constituent Assembly of India was elected by the Provincial Assemblies in the year 1946 



 

 

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru, M.A. Jinnah and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel were members of the Constituent 

Assembly of India 

(c) The First Session of the Constituent Assembly of India was held in January, 1947 

(d) The Constitution of India was adopted on 26th January, 195 

Answer : a 

 

 

QUESTION 8  

Q. B.R. Ambedkar was elected to the Constituent Assembly from: [1996] 

(a) West Bengal  

(b) Bombay President 

(c) Madhya Bharat  

(d) Punjab 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 9  

Q. In the Interim government formed in 1946, the Vice-President of the Executive Council was: [1995] 

(a) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(b) Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 



 

 

(c) C. Rajagopalachari 

(d) Dr. Rajendra Prasad  

Answer : a 

QUESTION 10  

Q. When the Indian Muslims League was inducted into the interim government in 1946, Liaquat Ali Khan 

was assigned the portfolio of : [1998] 

(a) foreign affairs 

(b) Home 

(c) finance 

(d) Defence 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 11  

Q. Who headed the Interim Cabinet formed in the year 1946? [2003] 

(a) Rajendra Prasad 

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(c) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

(d) C. Rajagopalachari  

Answer : b 

QUESTION 12  



 

 

Q. Which Portfolio was held by Dr. Rajendra Prasad in the Interim Government formed in the year 1946? 

[2006] 

(a) Defence 

(b) External Affairs and Commonwealth Relations 

(c) Food and Agriculture 

(d) None of the above  

Answer : c 

XVI. TOWARDS FREEDOM & PARTITION (1939-1947) PART 4 

QUESTION 1  

Q. Consider the following statements: 

1. Lord Mountbatten was the Viceroy when the Shimla conference took place. 

2. Indian Navy Revolt, 1946 took place when the Indian sailors in the Royal Indian Navy at Bombay and 

Karachi rose against the Government. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? [2005] 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : b 



 

 

EXPLANATION 

INDIAN NAVY REVOLT 

▪ On February 18, 1946, a section of non-commissioned officers and sailors known as Ratings, serving in 

the Royal Indian Navy, mutinied against the British officers. The mutiny started as a strike by the ratings 

to protest against the hardships regarding pay, food and racial discrimination. 

▪ In the same night, a Naval Central Strike committee was created by the Ratings. This committee was 

presided by Signalman M.S Khan and Vice president was Petty Officer Telegraphist Madan Singh. 

▪ The strikes and Hartals spread from Bombay to Calcutta, Madras and even Karachi. 

▪ The mutineers hoisted three flags tied together on the ships which they had captured - one of Congress, 

one of Muslim League, and the third Red Flag of the communist party of India. 

▪ The mutiny was ended by intervention of Sardar Patel, who after a meeting with M. S. Khan made a 

statement of ending the strike. The similar statement was made by the Jinnah. 

▪ The mutiny made an impression on the British, that it would be better to leave the country. On February 

19, the second day of this mutiny, Cabinet Mission was sent to India. 

QUESTION 2  

Q. With reference to Indian Freedom Struggle, consider the following events: (2017) 

1. Mutiny in Royal Indian Navy 

2. Quit India Movement Launched 

3. Second Round table Conference 

What is the correct chronological sequence of the above events? 

(a) 1-2-3 



 

 

(b) 2-1-3 

(c) 3-2-1 

(d) 3-1-2 

Answer : c 

Before we proceed to some more UPSC Previous Year Questions asked in context of India’s Freedom 

Struggle, let us first go through some important facts associated with Partition of India as UPSC has asked 

repeated questions from these topics and revising the theory will allow you to solve the questions easily.  

PARTITION OF INDIA 

Viceroy- Lord Mountbatten  

Prime Minister- Clement Attlee 

President of Indian National Congress- J.B Kripalani 

Clement Attlee’s statement 

▪ A deadline of June30, 1948 was fixed for transfer of power even if the Indian Politicians had not agreed 

by that time on the constitution. 

▪ The British would relinquish power either to some form of central government or in some areas to the 

existing provincial governments if the constituent assembly was not fully representative, i.e., if the 

Muslim majority provinces did not join. 

▪ British powers and obligations vis-a-vis the princely states would lapse with transfer of power, but these 

would not be transferred to any successor government in British India. 

▪ Mountbatten would replace Wavell as the viceroy. 



 

 

▪ The statement contained clear hints of partition and even Balkanization of the country into numerous 

states and was, in essence, a reversion of the Cripps Offer. 

Mountbatten Plan, June 3 1947 

▪ The important points of the plan were as follows: 

✓ Punjab and Bengal Legislative Assemblies would meet in two groups, Hindus and Muslims, to vote for 

Partition. If a simple majority of either group voted for partition, then these provinces would be 

partitioned. 

✓ In case of partition, two dominions and two constituent assemblies would be created. 

✓ Sindh would take its own decision. 

✓ Referendums in NWFP and Sylhet district of Bengal would decide the fate of these areas. 

▪ Since the Congress had conceded a unified India, all their other points would be met, namely, 

✓ independence for princely states ruled out—they would join either India or Pakistan; 

✓ independence for Bengal ruled out; 

✓ accession of Hyderabad to Pakistan ruled out (Mountbatten supported the Congress on this); 

✓ Freedom to come on August 15, 1947; 

✓ A boundary commission to be set up if partition was to be effected. 



 

 

▪ Thus the League’s Demand was conceded to the extent that Pakistan would be created and the Congress 

position on unity was taken into account to make Pakistan as small as possible. 

▪ Mountbatten’s Formula was to divide India but retain maximum unity.  

Indian Independence Act, July 5, 1947 

▪ On July 5, 1947 the British Parliament passed the Indian Independence Act which was based on the 

Mountbatten Plan, and the Act got royal assent on July 18, 1947. The Act was implemented on August 15, 

1947. 

▪ The Act provided for the creation of two independent dominions of India and Pakistan with effect from 

August 15, 1947. 

▪ Each dominion was to have a governor-general to be responsible for the effective operation of the Act. 

▪ The constituent assembly of the each new dominion was to exercise the powers of the legislature of that 

dominion, and the existing Central Legislative Assembly and the Council of States were to be 

automatically dissolved. 

▪ For the transitional period, i.e., till a new constitution was adopted by each dominion, the governments 

of the two dominions were to be carried on in accordance with the Government of India Act, 1935. 

▪ As per the provisions of the Indian Independence Act, 1947, Pakistan became independent on August 14 

while India got its freedom on August 15, 1947. 

▪ M.A. Jinnah became the first Governor-General of Pakistan. India, however, decided to request Lord 

Mountbatten to continue as the Governor-General of India. 

QUESTION 3  

Q. The Indian National Congress agreed in 1947 to the partition of the country mainly because: [1998] 

(a) The principal of two-Nation theory was then acceptable to them 



 

 

(b) It was imposed by the British Government and the Congress was helpless in this regard 

(c) They wanted to avoid large-scale communal riots 

(d) India would have otherwise lost the opportunity to attain freedom 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 4  

Q. As an alternative to the partition of India, Gandhiji suggested to Mountbatten that he: [2000] 

(a) Postponed granting of independence 

(b) Invited Jinnah to form the government 

(c) Invited Nehru and Jinnah to form the government together 

(d) Invite the army to take over for some time 

Answer : b  

QUESTION 5  

Q. The Balkan Plan for fragmentation of India was the brain child of : [2000] 

(a) W. Churchill 

(b) M.A. Jinnah 

(c) Lord Mountbatten 

(d) V.P. Menon 

Answer : c 



 

 

QUESTION 6  

Q. Given below are two statements, one labelled as Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R). 

Assertion (A): The British sovereignty continued to exist in free India. 

Reason (R): The British sovereign appointed the last Governor General of free India. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of the following is correct? [1996] 

(a) Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Answer : d 

 QUESTION 7  

Q. The President of Indian National Congress at the time of partition of India was: [2002] 

(a) C. Rajagopalachari 

(b) J. B. Kripalani 

(c) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(d) Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 8  



 

 

Q. At the time of India's Independence, Mahatma Gandhi was: [1998] 

(a) A member of Congress Working Committee 

(b) Not a member of the Congress 

(c) The President of the Congress 

(d) The General Secretary of the Congress 

Answer : b  

 

 

XVII. INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS & ITS SESSIONS 

QUESTION 1  

Q. Where was the First Session of the Indian National Congress held in December 1885? [2008] 

(a) Ahmedabad 

(b) Bombay 

(c) Calcutta  

(d) Delhi 

Answer : b  

EXPLANATION 

BOMBAY SESSION 



 

 

▪ Year- 1885 

▪ Place- Bombay 

▪ President- Womesh Chandra Bannerjee 

Important facts 

▪ Indian National Congress Party formed by British civil servant Allan Octavian Hume in 1885. 

▪ In its initial days, the party was not formed to demand independence from British rule. It was rather set 

up to bring together a group of educated individuals on a common platform to influence policymaking. 

▪ Lord Dufferin was the Viceroy of British India when party was formed.  

▪ The first meeting of Indian National Congress took place from December 28-31 in Gokuldas Tejpal 

Sanskrit College, Bombay. 

▪ A total 72 delegates from all parts of the country took part in the session. 

▪ Objectives of the Congress were outlined in this session. 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Four resolutions were passed at the famous Calcutta session of Indian National Congress in 1906. The 

question of either retention OR of rejection of these four resolutions became the cause of a split in 

Congress at the next Congress session held in Surat in 1907. Which one of the following was not one of 

those resolutions? [2010] 

(a) Annulment of partition of Bengal 

(b) Boycott 

(c) National education 



 

 

(d) Swadeshi 

Answer : a  

QUESTION 3  

Q. Consider the following statements: 

1. The First Session of the Indian National Congress was held in Calcutta 

2. The Second Session of the Indian National Congress was held under the president ship of Dadabhai 

Naoroji 

3. Both Indian National Congress and Muslim League held their sessions at Lucknow in 1916 and 

concluded the Lucknow Pact 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? [2004] 

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 2 only  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) 3 only 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

LUCKNOW SESSION 

This session produced 2 historic developments: 



 

 

1. Two wings of the congress were reunited, which splitted in Surat session of congress (1907). It 

demanded further constitutional reforms as a step towards self-government. 

2. The congress and the All India Muslim League sank their old differences and put up common demands 

before the government. The unity between the Congress and the League was brought by the signing of the 

Congress-League Pact, known popularly as the Lucknow Pact. 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Who among the following leaders proposed to adopt Complete Independence as the goal of the 

Congress in the Ahmedabad session of 1920? [2001] 

(a) Abdul Kalam Azad 

(b) Hasrat Mohani 

(c) Jawaharlal Lal Nehru 

(d) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

AHMEDABAD SESSION 

▪ Year- 1921 

▪ Place- Ahmedabad 

▪ President- Hakim Ajmal Khan (Acting President for C.R Das)  

▪ From the very beginning of the formation of the party, the CPI raised the demand of complete 

independence, before any of the main political parties in India, including the Indian National Congress. 



 

 

▪ At the 1921 session (36th) of the Indian National Congress held at Ahmedabad, the party made its 

presence known among the delegates through the distribution of a manifesto. The manifesto, signed by M. 

N. Roy and Abani Mukherjee, demanded complete independence from British rule and asked the INC to 

sever all connections with the British Empire and offer full support to the struggles of the working class 

and peasantry. 

▪ The manifesto was mailed to other parts of the country also. 

▪ The influence that the manifesto exerted on the delegates and participants could be seen from the fact 

that a radical Congressman, Maulana Hazrat Mohani, moved a resolution in favour of complete 

Independence. 

▪ Although rejected by a majority of delegates, led by Gandhi, the very fact that the resolution was moved 

was an indication that communist positions had started affecting the anti-imperialist movement. 

 

 

QUESTION 5  

Q. The 1929 Session of Indian National Congress is of significance in the history of the Freedom 

Movement because the- [2014] 

(a) Attainment of Self-Government was declared as the objective of the Congress 

(b) Attainment of Poorna Swaraj was adopted as the goal of the Congress 

(c) Non-Cooperation Movement was launched 

(d) Decision to participate in the Round Table Conference in London was taken 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 



 

 

LAHORE SESSION 

▪ Year- 1929 

▪ Place- Lahore 

▪ President- Jawaharlal Nehru 

Important facts 

▪ In December 1929 under the president ship of Jawaharlal Nehru, the Indian National Congress at its 

Lahore session declared Poorna Swaraj (complete independence) to be the goal of the national movement. 

▪ On 31 December 1929, the newly adopted tri-colour flag was unfurled, and 26 January fixed as India’s 

Republic Day, which was to be celebrated every year. 

▪ This session also announced the launching of Civil disobedience movement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 6  

Q. At which Congress session was the working committee authorized to launch a programme of Civil 

Disobedience? [2005] 



 

 

(a) Bombay  

(b) Lahore 

(c) Lucknow  

(d) Tripura 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 7  

Q. Under whose presidency was the Lahore session of the Indian Congress held in the year 1929, wherein 

a resolution was adopted to gain complete independence from the British? [2006] 

(a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

(b) Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

(c) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(d) Motilal Nehru 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 8  

Q. The Lahore Session of the Indian National Congress (1929) is very important in history, because: 

[2012] 

1. The Congress passed a resolution demanding complete independence 

2. The rift between the extremists and moderates was resolved in that Session 

3. A resolution was passed rejecting the two-nation theory in that Session 



 

 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) None of the above 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 9  

Q. For the Karachi session of Indian National Congress in 1931 presided over by Sardar Patel, who 

drafted the Resolution on Fundamental Rights and Economic Programme? [2005,2010] 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi  

(b) Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

(c) Dr. Rajendra Prasad  

(d) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 10  

Q. With reference to the Indian freedom struggle, which one of the following statements is not correct? 

[2003] 

(a) The Rowlatt Act aroused a wave of popular indignation and led to the Jalianwalla Bagh massacre 

(b) Subhash Chandra Bose formed the Forward Bloc 



 

 

(c) Bhagat Singh was one of the founders of Hindustan Republican Socialist Association 

(d) In 1931, the Congress Session at Karachi opposed the Gandhi-Irwin Pact 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 11  

Q. While delivering the presidential address, the Congress President who advocated the introduction of 

Roman script for Hindi language was: [2000] 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi 

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(c) Abul Kalam Azad 

(d) Subhash Chandra Bose 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION                                                                                                                                

HARIPURA SESSION 

▪ Year- 1938 

▪ Place- Haripura (in Bardoli district of Gujrat) 

▪ President- Subhash Chandra Bose 

Important facts 

▪ In this session, under Subhash Bose, a resolution was passed. 



 

 

▪ As per Haripura resolution, Britain was given 6 months ultimatum to the British, failing to which there 

will be a revolt. 

▪ But this was something Gandhi could not digest. Subhash Bose did not endorse the nonviolence and 

Satyagraha tactics of Gandhi to throw the British away. The result was that there was a great divide 

between Gandhi and Bose. Similarly, Nehru also fell apart from Bose. 

▪ This variance grew further when Subhash Chandra Bose organized National Planning Committee 

▪ In the Haripura session of 1938, the Congress President Subhash Chandra Bose advocated the 

introduction of Roman script for Hindi language. 

 

 

XVIII. DEVELOPMENTS UNDER BRITISH RULE PART 1 

QUESTION 1  

Q. With reference to educational institutions during colonial rule in India, Consider the following pairs: 

(2018) 

 

Institution Founder 

Sanskrit college at Banaras William Jones 

Calcutta Madrasa Warren Hastings 

Fort William College Arthur Wellesley 

 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correct? 



 

 

1 and 2 

2 only  

1 and 3 

3 only 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Government Sanskrit College was among the earliest educational institutions built by the British East 

India Company in India. 

▪ It was established in Banaras in 1791, and was during its time a landmark college in India from where 

several notable teachers emerged. 

▪ In 1958 it merged with Sampurnanand Sanskrit University. 

▪ It was founded by Jonathan Duncan. 

▪ Calcutta Madrasa, The (later Calcutta Aliya Madrasa) was the earliest of the state-managed educational 

institutions under the British rule in India. 

▪ Founded by the Governor General Warren Hastings, in October 1780. 

▪ The Bengal Government took it over in April 1782. 

▪ Originally situated at Baithakkhana near Sealdah in Calcutta, it was shifted to its present site at 

Wellesley Square in 1827. 

▪ Fort William College was an academy and learning centre of Oriental studies established by Lord 

Wellesley (Richard Wellesley). 



 

 

 ▪ The law to establish its foundation was passed on 4 May 1800, to commemorate the first anniversary of 

the victory over Tipu Sultan at Seringapatam. 

▪ It was founded on 10 July 1800, within the Fort William complex in Calcutta. Thousands of books were 

translated from Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, Bengali, Hindi, and Urdu into English at this institution. 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Who amongst the following Englishmen, first translated Bhagavad-Gita into English? [2001] 

(a) William Jones 

(b) Charles Wilkins 

(c) Alexander Cunningham 

(d) John Marshall 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 3  

Q. In collaboration with David Hare and Alexander Duff, who of the following established Hindu College 

at Calcutta? [2009] 

(a) Henry Louis Vivian Derozio 

(b) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 

(c) Keshab Chandra Sen 

(d) Raja Rammohan Roy 

Answer : d 



 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ With the creation of the Supreme Court of Calcutta in 1774, many Hindus of Bengal showed eagerness 

to learn the English language. 

▪ David Hare, in collaboration with Raja Radhakanta Deb had already taken steps to introduce English 

education in Bengal. 

▪ The College was formally opened on 20 January 1817 with 20 scholars. 

▪ The foundation committee of the college, which oversaw its establishment, was headed by Raja 

Rammohan Roy. 

 

 

Founders 

✓ Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

✓ Radhakant deb  

✓ David Hare 

✓ Sir Edward Hyde East 

✓ Baidyanath Mukhopadhyay 

✓ Rasamay Dutt 



 

 

▪ The newly established college mostly admitted Hindu students from affluent and progressive families, 

but also admitted non-Hindu students such as Muslims, Jews, Christians and Buddhists. 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Which of the following led to the introduction of English education in India? (2018) 

1. Charter Act of 1813 

2. General Committee of Public instruction,1823 

3. Orientalist and Anglicist Controversy 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1,2 and 3  

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

▪ According to the clause 43 of the Charter Act of 1813, the Company had partly undertaken the 

responsibility of education in India and a sum of one lakh of rupees had been earmarked for the purpose. 

▪ But no concrete steps were taken in this regard before 1823. 

▪ The Company was reluctant initially to spend the money as it had no definite policy and agency with 

regard to the mode of expenditure of the said amount. 



 

 

▪ In 1823, General Committee of Public instruction was created to deal with educational matters, 

particularly the expenditure of the sum of one lakh of rupees. 

▪ “Thus a state system of education was begun almost simultaneously in all the three Presidencies by 

about 1823 and continued to expand till 1833. The educational grant of India was also increased from one 

lakh to ten lakhs of rupees per annum”. 

▪ Between 1823 and 1833, the Committee did the following work: 

✓ It reorganized the Calcutta Madrasah & the Banaras Sanskrit College; 

✓ It set up a Sanskrit College in Calcutta in 1824; 

✓ It established two more colleges at Agra and Delhi; 

✓ It introduced English classes in all oriental colleges such as Calcutta Madrasah, Calcutta Sanskrit 

College, Banaras Sanskrit College, Delhi College, and Agra College etc. 

✓ It undertook the printing and publication of Sanskrit and Arabic books on a large scale, 

✓ It employed Oriental scholars to translate English books into the Oriental languages; and 

✓ It encouraged Oriental scholars by offering material benefits. 

▪ Thus the activities of the G.C.P.I. for the decade from 1823 clearly indicate its inclination towards 

Orientalism.  

▪ This policy of Orientalism was severely attacked by the enlightened Indians under the leadership of Raja 

Ram Mohan Roy. 



 

 

▪ He submitted a memorandum to the Governor-General on 11th December, 1823 and urged the 

Government to abandon the proposal for establishing a Sanskrit College in Calcutta. 

QUESTION 5  

Q. The aim of education as stated by the Wood's Despatch of 1854 was: [2003] 

(a) the creation of employment opportunities for native Indians 

(b) the spread of western culture in India 

(c) the promotion of literacy among the people using English medium 

(d) the introduction of scientific research and rationalism in the traditional Indian education 

Answer : c  

EXPLANATION 

WOOD’S DESPATCH  

▪ When- 1854 

▪ Sent by- Charles wood 

▪ Governor-General- Lord Dalhousie 

Important facts 

▪ Wood’s Despatch on Education in 1854 laid the foundation on which the educational system has since 

developed. Various problems related to education in India had become one of the key concerns of the 

British government by 1853. 

▪ According to Charles Wood, the English institutions could serve as the useful model for education. In 

1854, Wood prepared his comprehensive Despatch on the scheme of the future education in India. 



 

 

▪ The Despatch came to be considered as the Magna Carta of English education in India. 

 OBJECTIVES  

✓ To confer upon the natives of India those vast and material blessings which flow from the general 

diffusion of Western knowledge, 

✓ To raise the moral character of those who partake of the above advantage, 

✓ To supply the East India company with reliable and capable public servants, 

✓ To secure for England a large and more certain supply of many articles, necessary for her 

manufactures and were extensively consumed by her population. 

 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



 

 

 

QUESTION 6  

Q. Regarding wood's dispatch, which of the following statements are true? (2018) 

1. Grants-in-aid system was introduced 

2. Establishment of universities was recommended 

3. English as a medium of instruction at all levels of education was recommended. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) 1,2 and 3 



 

 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 7  

Q. What is the correct chronological sequence of the following? 

1. Wood's Education Despatch 

2. Macaulay's minute on education 

3. The Sargent Education Report 

4. Indian Education (Hunter Commission) 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: [1997] 

(a) 2, 1, 4, 3  

(b) 2, 1, 3, 4  

(c) 1, 2, 4, 3  

(d) 4, 3, 1, 3 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

THE SARGENT EDUCATION REPORT  

▪ The Sargent Scheme, formally known as the Report of the Sargent Commission on Post-War Education 

Development in India, was a 1944 memorandum prepared at the behest of the British-run Government of 

India that outlined the future development of literacy and education in India. 

▪ It was prepared by John Sargent. 



 

 

▪ A Central Goal of the Sargent scheme was the educational reconstruction of India. 

▪ It recommended the introduction of free and compulsory education for all Indian children in the 6-11 

years age group. 

▪ The plan aimed to bring about universal literacy in India within 40 years of its introduction, i.e. by 1984. 

The scheme went as follows: 

✓ Establishment of Elementary schools and high schools. 

✓ High Schools of 2 types: 

1. Academic  

2. Technical and Vocational 

✓ Intermediate courses were to be abolished. 

MACAULAY’S MINUTE ON EDUCATION 

Purpose- To settle dispute between Orientalists and Anglicists in 1835 

Submitted- Feb, 1835 

Governor-General- William Bentinck 



 

 

 

HUNTER EDUCATION COMMISSION  

▪ Hunter Education Commission was a landmark commission appointed by Viceroy Lord Ripon with 

objectives to look into the complaints of the non-implementation of the Wood’s Despatch of 1854.The 

contemporary status of elementary education in the British territories and suggest means by which this can 

be extended and improved. This commission, headed by Sir William Wilson Hunter, had submitted its 

report in 1882. 

▪ The Hunter Commission brought out the neglect to the primary and secondary education in the country 

and recommended that the responsibility for the Primary Education must be given to the Local Boards and 

Municipal Boards. 

Recommendations 

▪ Encouragement to Primary Education- The commission found that primary education in the British 

Indian territories is lagging behind and some part of the provincial revenues must be reserved for 

financing the development of primary education in British Indian territories. 



 

 

▪ Secondary Education- The commission recommended that the secondary schools should be 

progressively handed over to the private enterprises, which should be encouraged in the form of grants-in-

aid. 

▪ Grant-in-aid for Indigenous Schools- The commission recommended grants-in-aid for the indigenous 

schools on the basis of “Payments by Results”. 

▪ There should be literary and vocational training in secondary education. 

▪ The commission brought out inadequate facilities available for the female education. 

▪ Special attention should be paid towards development of education among Muslims. 

QUESTION 8  

Q. Consider the following landmarks in Indian education: [1996] 

1. Hindu College, Calcutta 

2. University of Calcutta 

3. Adam's Report 

4. Wood's Despatch 

The correct chronological order of these landmarks is: 

(a) 1, 3, 4, 2  

(b) 1, 4, 3, 2 

(c) 3, 1,4, 2  

(d) 3, 2, 4, 1 

Answer : a 



 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The University of Calcutta is a collegiate public state university located in Kolkata (formerly Calcutta), 

West Bengal, India established on 24 January 1857. 

▪ It was founded by Alexander duff. 

▪ It was the first institution in Asia to be established as a multidisciplinary and secular Western-style 

university. 

▪ Its alumni and faculty include four Nobel laureates: 

✓ Ronald Ross (Medicine) 

✓ Rabindranath Tagore (Literature) 

✓ C. V. Raman (Physics) 

✓ Amartya Sen (Economics) 

ADAM REPORT 

The “Court of Directors” sent a letter in 1813 to enquire into the prevailing system of primary education 

in India. Accordingly, in Madras and Bombay enquiries were made with regard to indigenous education in 

1822 and 1823, respectively. In Bengal, a special enquiry into the condition of indigenous education was 

conducted in 1835 – 38, under the orders of Lord William Bentinck, by William Adams, a missionary 

who had devoted himself to the cause of Indian education. 

QUESTION 9  

Q. Assertion (A): The first ever Bill to make primary education compulsory in India was rejected in 1911. 

Reason (R): Discontent would have increased if every cultivator could read. [1998] 



 

 

(a) Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

▪ As a member of the Legislative Council, Gokhale put forward a proposal for compulsory primary 

education in 1910. The proposal was as follows— 

“A beginning should be made in the direction of making elementary education free and compulsory 

throughout the country, and that a mixed commission of officials and non-officials be appointed at an 

early date to frame definite proposal.” 

▪ Following were the important points of the resolution : 

✓ Primary education should be made free and compulsory in the area where 35% of boys were receiving 

education. 

✓ This provision should apply to the age group of 6-10 years. 

✓ The cost of compulsory primary education should be shared by the provincial Government and the 

Local Bodies in the ratio of 2:1. 

✓ A separate Department of education shall be opened under the Central Government to draw up a 

scheme for the expansion of primary education. 



 

 

✓ A secretary should be appointed to organize, supervise and look after the primary education. 

▪ As a reaction to Gokhale’s resolution, the Government assured him that the subject would receive 

careful consideration. 

▪ Consequently Gokhale withdraw his resolution. Later on, the Government accepted only the last three 

resolutions of Gokhale. A department of Education was established under the Central Government and the 

secretary was also appointed. But the main issue of making primary education free and compulsory 

remained neglected and unattended by the Government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

XIX. DEVELOPMENTS UNDER BRITISH RULE PART 2 

QUESTION 1  

Q. Consider the following statements: [2009] 

1. The first telegraph line in India was laid between Kolkata (formerly Calcutta) and Diamond Harbour 

2. The first Export Processing Zone in India was set up in Kandla. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Lord Dalhousie paved the way for the Imperial Telegraph Department in 1850. 

▪ British India's first telegraph line and office was opened in Oct 1851, between Calcutta and Diamond 

Harbour along the busy shipping route on the Hooghly. 

▪ By March 1854, there were 800 miles of telegraph lines between Calcutta and Agra and this was further 

connected to Bombay and madras. Overseas telegraph communication was made possible in 1865 by 

running cables along the seabed. 



 

 

▪ The Kandla Free Trade Zone - India's first Export Processing Zone - was set up in 1965. 

▪ Subsequently, six more EPZs were set up- 

✓ Santa Cruz (Mumbai) 

✓ Falta (West Bengal) 

✓ Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 

✓ Noida (UP) 

✓ Cochin (Kerala) 

✓ Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh). 

QUESTION 2  

Q. There was no independent development of industries in India during British rule because of the: [1999] 

(a) absence of heavy industries 

(b) scarcity of foreign capital 

(c) scarcity of natural resources 

(d) preference of the rich to invest in land 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 3  



 

 

Q. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly matched? [1995] 

(a) Jamnalal Bajaj—Satyagraha Ashram at Wardha 

(b) Dadabhai Naoroji—Bombay Association 

(c) Lala Lajpat Rai—National School at Lahore 

(d) Bal Gangadhar Tilak—Satya Shodhak Sabha 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Satyashodhak Samaj (Truth-seekers' Society) is a social reform society founded by Jyotiba Phule in 

Pune, India, on 24 September 1873.  

▪ Its purpose was to liberate the less privileged in the then prevailing society such as women, Shudra, and 

Dalit from exploitation and oppression. 

▪ Jyotibha's wife Savitribai was the head of women's section of the society. 

▪ Sabarmati Ashram had been seized by the govt. during the salt Satyagraha, so Gandhi now established a 

little retreat at Sewagram near Wardha in Maharashtra. This became his headquarters. 

▪ Seth Jamnalal Bajaj of Wardha, a disciple of Mahatma Gandhi, made available to the ashram about 300 

acres of land 

▪ Bombay Association was the first political association in Bombay presidency. 

▪ It was founded by Dadabhai Naoroji in 1852, to express public grievances to the British. 

▪ As part of Non-cooperation movement, Lala Lajpat Rai founded the National College in Lahore to cater 

to the youth who were now boycotting British colonial institutes. 



 

 

QUESTION 5  

Q. Consider the following statements: (2017) 

1. The Factories Act, 1881 was passed with a view to fix the wages of industrial workers and to allow the 

workers to form trade unions. 

2. N.M Lokhande was a pioneer in organizing the Labour movement in British India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The First factory Act was enacted in 1881. 

▪ The 1881 Act aimed to improve working conditions of Labour. 

▪ It prohibited the employment of children under the age of seven, limited the number of working hours 

for children. 

▪ N. M Lokhande was a pioneer of the Labour movement in India. 

▪ He is remembered not only for ameliorating the working conditions of textile mill-hands in the 19th 

century but also for his courageous initiatives on caste and communal issues. 



 

 

QUESTION 5  

Q. The objective of Butler committee of 1927 was to: (2017) 

(a) Define the jurisdiction of the central and provincial governments 

(b) Define the powers of the secretary of state for India 

(c) Impose censorship on national press 

(d) Improve the relationship between the govt. of India and the Indian states 

Answer : d  

EXPLANATION 

BUTLER COMMITTEE 

▪ To examine the nature of relationship between the states and government, the Butler Committee was set 

up in 1927. It was also called the Indian States Committee. 

▪ The committee was formed with an objective of inquiring into the relationship between the Indian states 

and the paramount power and to suggest ways and means for more satisfactory adjustments of existing 

relations between them and the British India. 

Recommendations 

▪ Paramountcy must remain supreme and must fulfil its obligations, adopting and defining itself according 

to the shifting necessities of time amid progressive development of states. 

 ▪ The states were bound by treaties with the Crown and the states should not be handed over without the 

ruler’s prior consent to an Indian Government in British India responsible to an Indian Legislature 

▪ The Viceroy, not the Governor-General in council was to be the Crown agent in dealing states. 



 

 

QUESTION 6  

Q. During the colonial period in India, what was the purpose of the Whitley Commission? [2003] 

(a) To review the fitness of India for further political reforms 

(b) To report on existing conditions of Labour and to make recommendations 

(c) To draw up a plan for financial reforms for India 

(d) To develop a comprehensive scheme for Civil Services in India 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

WHITLEY COMMISSION 

▪ Whitley Commission on Labour was set up in 1929 to inquire into the existing conditions of Labour in 

industrial undertakings and plantations in India. 

▪ The Commission was chaired by John Henry Whitley. The commission submitted its report in 1931. 

▪ This Commission was also critical of British employers' role in perpetuating the problems like poverty 

in India. 

▪ The Royal Commission on Labour in 1931 pointed out the need for systematic collection of Labour 

statistics. 

▪ It observed that the policy must be built on facts as the uncertainty of facts would lead to confusion and 

conflict regarding its aim. 

▪ The Commission recommended the adoption of suitable legislation enabling the Competent Authority to 

collect and collect information regarding the living, working and socio-economic conditions of Industrial 

Labour. 



 

 

QUESTION 7  

Q. The Trade disputes act of 1929 provided for: (2017) 

(a) The participation of workers in the management of industries 

(b) Arbitrary powers to the management to quell industrial disputes 

(c) An intervention by the British court in the event of a trade dispute. 

(d) A system of tribunals and a ban on strikes 

Answer : d  

 EXPLANATION 

TRADE DISPUTES ACT 

▪ Prior to the First World War, Strikes were a Rare Phenomenon. Strikes appeared in violent forms after 

1920. 

▪ There was a general Mill strike in 1924. 

▪ The principal objective of the act was to provide a conciliation machinery to bring about peaceful 

settlement of industrial disputes. The Act authorized the central and state governments to establish a board 

of conciliation or the court of inquiry to investigate into and settle industrial disputes. These Tribunals 

were set up on ad hoc basis. 

▪ The act prohibited strikes and lock outs in public utility services without prior notice. Such strikes were 

illegal and punishable under the Act. 

▪ Strike for any other purpose other than furtherance of an industrial dispute was also declared illegal. 

▪ Experience of the working of the Act clearly revealed that it was inadequate to maintain industrial 

disputes. Thus the Industrial Disputes Act, 1948 was passed which repealed and replaced this Act. 



 

 

 

QUESTION 8  

Q. The term "imperial preference" was applied to the: [1999] 

(a) special privileges on British imports in India 

(b) racial discrimination by the Britishers 

(c) subordination of Indian interest to that of the British 

(d) preference given to British political agents over Indian princes 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

IMPERIAL PREFERENCE  

▪ Imperial Preference was a system of reciprocally-enacted tariffs or free trade agreements between the 

dominions and colonies of the British Empire.  

▪ It was designed to encourage trade within the British Empire by lowering tariff rates between members, 

while maintaining discriminatory tariff rates against outsiders. 



 

 

▪ Imperial Preference was considered a method of promoting unity within the British Empire and 

sustaining Britain's position as a global power as a response to increased competition from the 

protectionist Germany and United States. 

▪ After the Second World War the policy slowly declined, as a result of American pressure, the General 

Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (1947), and Britain's adhesion to a rival trading unit- the European 

Economic Community- in 1973. 

QUESTION 9  

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists: [1997] 

List I List II 

(A) Butler Committee Report 1. Relationship between the Indian State and the 

Paramount Power 

(B) Hurthog Committee Report 2. Relationship between the Indian State and the 

Paramount Power 

(C) Hunter Inquiry Committee Report 3. Working of Dyarchy as laid down in the 

Montague-Chelmsford Reforms 

(D) Muddiman Committee Report 4. The growth of education in British India and 

potentialities of its further progress 

 

(a) A – 3; B – 2; C – 1; D – 4 

(b) A – 1; B – 4; C – 2; D – 3 

(c) A – 2; B – 1; C – 3; D – 4 

(d) A – 2; B – 4; C – 1; D – 3 



 

 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 10 

Q. With reference to the period of colonial rule in India, “Home Charges” formed an important part of 

drain of wealth from India. Which of the following funds constituted “Home Charges’’? [2011] 

1. Funds used to support the India office in London. 

2. Funds used to pay salaries and pensions of British personnel engaged in India. 

3. Funds used for waging wars outside India by the British. 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

HOME CHARGES 

▪ Before independence in India, home charges were special types of contributions which were used by the 

British government for meeting various types of expenses for maintenance of the colony. 

▪ These consist of payments of- 

✓ Pensions and salaries of British people staying in India 



 

 

✓ Interests earned on external debt of India 

✓ Interest on money expended in India on railways and irrigation works and for other purposes of the 

Government, To pay for stores 

✓ Charges for effective and non-effective services of British troops on the Indian establishment 

✓ Retired pay of Civil and Military -Officers and servants of the Government and other expenditures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

XX. RELIGIOUS & SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS 

QUESTION 1  

Q. Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding Brahmo Samaj? [2012] 

1. It opposed idolatry. 

2. It denied the need for a priestly class for interpreting the religious texts. 

3. It popularized the doctrine that the Vedas are infallible. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 

 

 

EXPLANATION 

BRAHMO SAMAJ 

▪ Brahmo Samaj was the first important organization of religious reforms. 



 

 

▪ It was set up by Raja Ram Mohan Roy in 1828.    

▪ The features of Brahmo Samaj may be summed thus :- 

✓ It denounced polytheism and idol worship 

✓ It discarded faith in divine avataras (incarnations) 

✓ It denied that any scripture could enjoy the status of ultimate authority transcending human reason and 

conscience 

✓ It took no definite stand on the doctrine of karma and transmigration of soul and left it to individual 

Brahmos to believe either way 

✓ It criticised the caste system 

✓ The long-term agenda of the Brahmo Samaj—to purify Hinduism and to preach monotheism—was 

based on the twin pillars of reason and the Vedas and Upanishads. 

✓ It also tried to incorporate teachings of other religions and kept its emphasis on human dignity, 

opposition to idolatry and criticism of social evils such as sati.  

▪ The influence of Brahmo Samaj spread and branches of the Samaj were opened in different parts of the 

country. The two most prominent leader of the Brahmo Samaj were Debendranath Tagore and Keshab 

Chandra Sen. 

▪ To spread the message of Brahmo Samaj Keshab Chandra Sen travelled throughout Madras and Bombay 

presidencies and, later, the northern India. 

▪ In 1866, there was a split in the Brahmo Samaj when Keshab Chandra Sen and his group held views 

which were more radical than those of the original Brahmo Samajists. 



 

 

▪ They proclaimed freedom from the bondage of caste and customs, and from the authority of scriptures. 

▪ They advocated and performed inter-caste marriages and widow remarriages, opposed the custom of 

purdah and condemned caste divisions. 

▪ He also campaigned for women’s education. 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Consider the following statements: 

1. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar founded the Bethune School at Calcutta with the main aim of encouraging 

education for women. 

2. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay was the first graduate of the Calcutta University. 

3. Keshav Chandra Sen's campaign against Sati led to the enactment of a law to ban Sati by the Governor 

General. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? [2005] 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 

 

QUESTION 3  



 

 

Q. Consider the following statements: [2001] 

1. Arya Samaj was founded in 1835 

2. Lala Lajpat Rai opposed the appeal of Arya Samaj to the authority of Vedas in support of its social 

reform programme 

3. Under Keshab Chandra Sen, the Brahmo Samaj campaigned for women's education 

4. Vinoba Bhave founded the Sarvodya Samaj to work among refugees 

Which of these statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 2 and 4  

(d) 3 and 4 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

Arya Samaj is an Indian Hindu reform movement that promotes values and practices based on the belief 

in the infallible authority of the Vedas. 

▪ It was established in Bombay on 7th April 1875 by Dayanand Saraswati and later the headquarters of 

Samaj were established at Lahore. 

▪ His vision of India included a classless and casteless society, a united India (religiously, socially and 

nationally), and an India free from foreign rule, with Aryan religion being the common religion of all. 



 

 

▪ He took inspiration from the Vedas and considered them to be ‘India’s Rock of Ages’. He gave the 

slogan “Back to the Vedas”.  

▪ Intercaste marriages and widow remarriages were also encouraged. 

Equal status for women was the demand of the Samaj, both in letter and in 

spirit.  

▪ In its zeal to protect the Hindu society from the onslaught of Christianity 

and Islam, the Samaj started the shuddhi (purification) movement to 

reconvert to the Hindu fold the converts to Christianity and Islam. 

▪ The work of the Swami after his death was carried forward by Lala 

Hansraj, Pandit Gurudutt, Lala Lajpat Rai and Swami Shraddhanand, 

among others.  

▪ Sarvodaya is a Sanskrit term meaning 'universal uplift' or 'progress of 

all'. The term was used by Mahatma Gandhi. 

▪ Later Gandhians, like the Indian nonviolence activist Vinoba Bhave, 

embraced the term as a name for the social movement in post-

independence India which strove to ensure that selfdetermination and 

equality reached all strata of Indian society. 

▪ Sarvodaya workers associated with Vinoba, Jaya Prakash Narayan, 

Dada Dharmadhikari, Ravishankar Maharaj, Dhirendra Mujumdar, 

Shankarrao Deo, and K. G. Mashruwala undertook various projects 

aimed at encouraging popular self-organisation during the 1950s and 

1960s, including Bhoodan and Gramdan movements.  

▪ Beginning on the one year anniversary of the immersion of Gandhi's ashes, an annual Sarvodaya mela or 

festival has been held at Srirangapatna and at Tirunavaya. At the latter site, it was instituted by K. 

Kelappan (Kelappaji). 

 



 

 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Satya Shodhak sabha organized- (2016) 

(a) a movement for upliftment of tribals in Bihar 

(b) a temple-entry movement in Gujrat 

(c) an anti-caste movement in Maharashtra 

(d) A peasant movement in Punjab 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

Important information 

▪ Founded by- Jyotiba Phule 

▪ Founded on 24th September 1873 

▪ Its purpose was to liberate the less privileged in the then prevailing society such as women, shudra and 

Dalit from exploitation and oppression. 

QUESTION 5  

Q. Who among the following was a proponent of Fabianism as a movement? [2005] 

(a) Annie Besant 

(b) A.O. Hume 

(c) Michael Madhusudan Dutt 



 

 

(d) R. Palme Dutt 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Fabian socialism is a type of socialism founded in 1884 in London. 

▪ It sought use of the democratic framework to achieve gradual 

conversion to socialism. 

▪ Ideologically, Fabians are quite different than other brands of 

socialism. Fabian socialists prefer evolutionary tactics over 

revolutionary tactics. This is a direct rejection of one of the most 

important parts of Marxism. 

▪ Important Fabians includes George Bernard Shaw, Beatrice and Sidney Webb, Annie Besant, and 

Bertrand Russell. 

✓ Fabianism as a movement was started by Annie Besant in India. 

✓ Jawaharlal Nehru was also influenced by this ideology. 

QUESTION 6  

Q. Which among the following events happened earliest? (2018) 

(a) Swami Dayanand established Arya Samaj 

(b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neeldarpan 

(c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote Anandmath 

(d) Satyendranath Tagore became the first Indian to succeed in the Indian Civil Services Examination 



 

 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

Important years to remember 

▪ Arya Samaj- 1875 

▪ Neeldarpan- 1858-59 

▪ Anandmath- 1882 

▪ First Indian to succeed in ICS- 1863  

QUESTION 7  

Q. Consider the following pairs: (2017) 

1. Radhakanta Deb- First president of the British Indian Association 

2. Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty- founder of the madrasa Mahajan Sabha 

3. Surendranath Banerjee- Founder of the Indian Association 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer : b 



 

 

EXPLANATION 

THE BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION 

▪ The British Indian Association was established in October 1851. The President of the first committee of 

this organization was Raja Radhakanta Deb, while Debendranath Tagore was its secretary. 

▪ The newspaper of this society was “Hindu patriot” which adopted a strongly critical political tone. It was 

formed by the amalgamation of the Landholders’ Society and the Bengal British India Society. 

MADRAS MAHAJAN SABHA 

▪ The first organization in the Madras Presidency to agitate for the rights of Indians was the Madras 

Native Association which was established by publicist Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty in 1852. This 

organization did not survive for long and was eventually disbanded. 

▪ In May 1884., M. Veeraraghavachariar, G. Subramania Iyer and P. Anandacharlu established the Madras 

Mahajan Sabha 

INDIAN ASSOCIATION 

▪ The Indian National Association also known as Indian Association was the first avowed nationalist 

organization founded in British India by Surendranath Banerjee and Ananda Mohan Bose in 1876. 

▪ The objectives of this Association were "promoting by every legitimate means the political, intellectual 

and material advancement of the people". 

 

 

 



 

 

XXI. REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES DURING FREEDOM 

STRUGGLE 

In this chapter, we will be analyzing the Previous Year UPSC Prelims Questions asked in context of 

Revolutionary Activities during Freedom Struggle. These topics are very important so let us first revise 

them before solving the question. This revision will allow you to answer the questions easily. 

 

ANUSHILAN SAMITI  

▪ The first revolutionary in Bengal was the Anushilan Samiti. 

▪ The Anushilan Samite was established by Parmathanath Mitra. 

▪ The people associated with this samite were Sri Aurobindo, 

Deshabandhu Chittaranjan Das, Surendranath Tagore, Jatindranath 

Banerjee, Bagha Jatin, Bhupendra Natha Datta, Barindra Ghosh etc. 

▪ In April 1906, an inner circle within Anushilan (Barindra 

Kumar Ghosh, Bhupendranath Dutta) started the weekly 

Yugantar and conducted a few abortive ‘actions’. 

   

 

 

 

▪ Rashbehari Bose and Sachin Sanyal had organized a secret 

society covering far-flung areas of Punjab, Delhi and United 

Provinces  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ In 1908, Prafulla Chaki and Khudiram Bose threw a 

bomb at a carriage supposed to be carrying a particularly 

sadistic white judge, Kingsford, in Muzaffarpur.  

 

 

 

▪ Aurobindo and Barindra Ghosh were tried in Alipore 

conspiracy case. The Ghosh brothers were charged with 

‘conspiracy’ or ‘waging war against the King’ – the equivalent 

of high treason and punishable with death by hanging.  

   

 

 

▪ In 1908, Barrah dacoity was organized by Dacca Anushilan under Pulin Das 

to raise funds for revolutionary activities. 



 

 

▪ The western Anushilan Samiti found a good leader in Jatindranath 

Mukherjee or Bagha Jatin and emerged as the Jugantar (or Yugantar). 

▪ Jatin revitalised links between the central organization in Calcutta and 

other places in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa.  

 

 

 

MAHARASHTRA 

▪ The first of the revolutionary activities in Maharashtra was the 

organization of the Ramosi Peasant Force by Vasudev Balwant Phadke in 

1879, which aimed to rid the country of the British by instigating an 

armed revolt by disrupting communication lines. 

 

 

 

▪ During the 1890s, Tilak propagated a spirit of militant nationalism, 

including use of violence, through Ganapati and  

     

▪ Two of his disciples—the Chapekar brothers, Damodar and 

Balkrishna—murdered the Plague Commissioner of Poona, Rand, and one 

Lt. Ayerst in 1897. 

 



 

 

▪ Abhinav Bharat Society (Young India Society) 

was a secret society founded by Vinayak 

Damodar Savarkar and his brother Ganesh 

Damodar Savarkar in 1903. 

▪ A secret society was founded at Nasik as Mitra 

Mela. The society grew to include several 

hundred revolutionaries and political activists 

with branches in various parts of India, 

extending to London after Savarkar went to study law. It carried out a few assassinations of British 

officials, after which the Savarkar brothers were convicted and imprisoned. 

▪ The society was formally disbanded in 1952. 

 

PUNJAB 

▪ The Punjab extremism was fueled by issues such as frequent 

famines coupled with rise in land revenue and irrigation tax, 

practice of ‘begar’ by zamindars and by the events in Bengal. 

▪ Among those active here were Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh 

who organized the extremist Anjuman-i-Mohisban-i-Watan in 

Lahore with its journal, Bharat Mata. 

ABROAD 

▪ Shyamji Krishnavarma had started in London in 1905 an Indian Home Rule 

Society—‘India House’— as a centre for Indian students, a scholarship scheme 

to bring radical youth from India, and a journal The Indian Sociologist.  

▪ Madanlal Dhingra from this circle assassinated the India office bureaucrat 

Curzon-Wyllie in 1909. 



 

 

▪ Madam Bhikaji cama developed contacts with French socialists. 

   

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 1  

Q. 'Abhinav Bharat' a secret society of revolutionaries was organized by: [1999] 

(a) Khudiram Bose  

(b) V.D. Savarkar 

(c) Prafulla Chaki  

(d) Bhagat Singh 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists: [2000] 

 

List I List II 

(A) Chittagong armoury raid 1. Kalpana Dutt 

(B) Abhinav bharat 2. Guru Ram Singh 



 

 

(C) Anushilan Samiti 3. Vinayak Damodar Savarkar 

(D) Kuka Movement 4. Aurobindo Ghosh 

 

Codes: 

(a) A – 1; B – 3; C – 4; D – 2 

(b) A – 1; B – 3; C – 1; D – 4 

(c) A – 3; B – 1; C – 2; D – 4  

(d) A – 3; B – 1; C – 4; D – 2 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 3  

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer: [1996] 

List I List II 

(A) Abhinav bharat society 1. Sri Aurobindo Ghosh 

(B) Anushilan Samiti 2. Lala Hardayal 

(C) Gadar Party 3. C.R. Das 

(D) Swaraj Party 4. V.D Savarkar 

 

Codes: 

(a) A – 4; B – 1; C – 3; D – 2 



 

 

(b) A – 1; B – 4; C – 3; D – 2 

(c) A – 1; B – 4; C – 2; D – 3 

(d) A – 4; B – 1; C – 2; D – 3 

Answer : d 

REVIVAL OF REVOLUTIONARIES 

▪ The Non-cooperation movement suddenly suspended following the mob violence at chauri-chaura in 

U.P. 

▪ Many young people began to question the basic strategy of national leadership & its emphasis on non-

violence. 

▪ Gradually 2 separate groups of revolutionary nationalism developed. One in Punjab, U.P. and Bihar and 

the other in Bengal. 

Hindustan Socialist Republic Association 

▪ Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) was a revolutionary organization, also known as 

the Hindustan Socialist Republican Army, established in 1928 at Feroz Shah Kotla in New Delhi by 

Chandrasekhar Azad, Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar and others. 

▪ Previously it was known as the Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) 

▪ The group is also considered one of the first socialist organizations in India. 

▪ HSRA was rejuvenated by the ideologies of the Bolsheviks involvement in the Russian Revolution of 

1917. 

▪ The association was formed as an outgrowth of the Anushilan Samiti. 



 

 

▪ Hindustan Socialist Republican Association was always in the forefront of revolutionary movements in 

the northern parts of India. 

▪ The association consisted of younger generations of U.P, Bihar, Punjab, Bengal and Maharashtra. 

REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES DURING THE FREEOM STRUGGLE  

CHITTAGONG ARMOURY RAID  

▪ Date- 18 April 1930 

▪ Location- Chittagong, Bengal Presidency, British India 

▪ Purpose: To raid the armory of police and auxiliary forces from the Chittagong armory 

▪ Result: Failure to locate ammunition, success to cut telephone and telegraph wires and disrupt train 

movements 

BOMB IN THE CENTRAL LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY  

▪ Lala Lajpat rai died due to lathi blows received during a lathi-

charge on an anti-Simon Commission procession. 

▪ Bhagat Singh, Azad and Raj guru shot dead Saunders, the police 

official responsible for the lathi chargers in Lahore. 

▪ Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt were asked to throw a bomb in 

the central legislative assembly on April 8, 1929 to protest against 

the passage of – public safety bill and trade disputes bill. 

▪ Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Raj guru were tried in the Lahore conspiracy case and were hanged on 

March 23, 1931. 



 

 

▪ Azad died in a police encounter in Allahabad in Feb 1931. Revolutionary activities during the war  

▪ Dalhousie Square Bomb Case:  

A bomb was thrown on the Calcutta Police Commissioner, Charles Tegart on 25 August 1930. 

▪ Kakori train robbery 

▪ Chandrasekhar Azad, Ram Prasad Bismil, Jogesh Chatterjee, Ashfaqullah Khan, Banwari Lal and their 

accomplices participated in the robbery of treasury money that was being transported by train. 

▪ The looting took place between Kakori station and Alamnagar, within 40 miles (64 km) of Lucknow on 

9 August 1925. 

▪ Police started an intense man-hunt and arrested a large number of rebels and tried them in the Kakori 

case. 

▪ Ashfaqullah Khan, Ram Prasad Bismil, Roshan Singh, Rajendra Lahiri were hanged, four others were 

sent to the Cellular Jail in Port Blair, Andaman for life and seventeen others were sentenced to long terms 

of imprisonment. 

QUICK REVISION 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XXII. LAND SETTLEMENTS, TRIBAL AND PEASANT MOVEMENTS 

In this chapter, we will be analyzing the Previous Year UPSC Prelims Questions asked in context of Land 

Settlements, Tribal and Peasant Movements. These topics are very important so let us first revise them 

before solving the question. This revision will allow you to answer the questions easily. 

PERMANENT SYSTEM  

Background: 

▪ In 1765, East India Company acquired the Diwani over Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 



 

 

▪ Initially, Attempt was made to continue the old system of revenue collection. 

▪ In 1773, it decided to manage the Land revenues directly. Warren Hastings auctioned the right to collect 

revenue to the highest bidders. But his experiment did not succeed. Though the amount of  land revenue 

was pushed high by zamindars in the process of bidding against each other. 

▪ This introduced instability in the company’s revenue. 

▪ At this stage, the Idea first emerged of fixing the land revenues at a permanent amount. 

▪ Finally, Lord Cornwallis introduced the Permanent settlement in Bengal and Bihar in 1793. 

This system had 2 special features: 

▪ First, the zamindars and revenue collectors were converted into so many landlords. Their right of 

ownership was made hereditary and transferable. Zamindars were given rights to collect the rent from the 

peasants. 

▪ On the other hand, Cultivators were reduced to the low status of mere tenants. 

▪ Second, the zamindars were to give 10/11th of the rental they derived from the peasantry to the state, 

keeping only 1/11th for themselves. 

 



 

 

▪ If the rental of a Zamindar’s estate increased owing to extension of cultivation and improvement in 

agriculture, or his capacity to extract more from his tenants, or any other reason, he would keep the entire 

amount of the increase. 

▪ The state would not make any further demand upon him. At the same time, the zamindars had to pay his 

revenue rigidly on the due date even if the crop had failed for some reason; otherwise his lands were to be 

sold. 

▪ The Permanent Zamindari Settlement was later extended to Orissa, the northern district of Madras, and 

the district of Varanasi. 

THE MAHALWARI SYSTEM 

▪ A Modified version of the Zamindari settlement, introduced in the Ganga valley, the North-West 

provinces, Parts of central India, and the Punjab, was known as the Mahalwari system. 

▪ Mahalwari system was introduced in 1833 during the period of William Bentick. 

▪ It was introduced in Central province, North-west frontier, Agra, Punjab, Gangetic Valley etc. of British 

India 

▪ Under this system, the basic unit of revenue settlement system was the village or mahal.  

▪ As the village belonged jointly to the village community, the responsibility of paying the revenue rested 

with the entire mahal or the village community. 

▪ A modified Mahalwari system called ‘Gram Vyavastha’ or Village settlement was also introduced in the 

Punjab. 

▪ All over the country, land was now made saleable, mortgageable, and alienable. This was done primarily 

to protect the government’s revenue. 



 

 

▪ If land had not been made transferable or saleable, the government would find it very difficult to realize 

revenue from a cultivator who had no savings or possessions out of which to pay it. Now he could borrow 

money on the security of this land or even sell part of it and pay his land revenue. 

 QUESTION 1  

Q. The tendency for increased litigation was visible after the introduction of the land settlement system of 

Lord Cornwallis in 1793. The reason for this is normally traced to which of the following provisions? 

[2011] 

(a) Making Zamindar’s position stronger Vis-Vis the Ryot 

(b) Making East India Company an overlord of Zamindars 

(c) Making judicial system more efficient 

(d) None of the (a), (b) and (c) above 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Under the Permanent Settlement, 1893, the Zamindars are required to issue pattas to the farmers which 

were not issued by many of the Zamindars. The reason was: [2001] 

(a) the Zamindars were trusted by the farmers 

(b) there was no officials check upon the Zamindars 

(c) it was the responsibility of the British government 

(d) the farmers were not interested in getting pattas 

Answer : b  



 

 

QUESTION 3  

Q. With reference to Ryotwari Settlement, consider the following statements : [2012] 

1. The rent was paid directly by the peasants to the Government. 

2. The Government gave Pattas to the Ryots. 

3. The lands were surveyed and assessed before being taxed. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3  

(d) None 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Who among the following was/were associated with the introduction of Ryotwari Settlement in India 

during the British rule? (2017) 

1. Lord Cornwallis 

2. Alexander Read 

3. Thomas Munro 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only  



 

 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

Answer : c 

TRIBAL REVOLTS  

Background 

▪ Tribal Rebellions were sparked off by a number of factors: 

▪ The Land Settlements of the British affected the joint ownership tradition among the tribals and 

disrupted their social fabric. 

▪ As agriculture was extended in a settled from by the company government, the tribals lost their land, and 

there was an influx of non-tribals to these areas. 

▪ Shifting cultivation in forests was curbed and this added to the tribals’ problems. 

▪ Exploitation by the police, traders and money-lenders aggravated the tribals’ sufferings. 

▪ Some general’s laws were also abhorred for their intrusive nature as the tribals had their own customs 

and traditions. 

Santhal Rebellion 

▪ It was a native rebellion in present-day Jharkhand in eastern India against both the British colony 

authority and zamindari system by the Santhal people. 

▪ It started on June 30, 1855. 

▪ The Rebellion was led by the 4 Murmu Brothers- Sidhu, Kanhu, Chand and Bhairav.  



 

 

Reason 

▪ Before the British advent in India, Santhals resided in the hilly districts of Manbhum, Barabhum, 

Chhotanagpur, Palamau, and Birbhum. 

▪ They lived an agrarian lifestyle, by clearing forest patches, cultivation and hunting for subsistence. 

▪ But as the agents of the new colonial rule claimed their rights on the lands, the Santhals retreated to the 

hills of Rajmahal. 

▪ After a brief period, the British operatives with their native underlings i.e. the local landlords lay claim 

on this new land as well. Zamindars and the money lenders allured them by goods lent to them on loans, 

through corrupt practices of the money lenders, the loan grew to prohibitive proportions, for repaying 

which entire family had to work as bonded labourers. 

▪ This dispossession turned the Santhals into rebels and finally they took an oath to launch an attack on 

the ruling authority, i.e. the British. 

▪ The Revolt was brutally crushed, the two celebrated leaders were killed. Elephants were used to crush 

santhal huts and likewise atrocities were committed by the British army and its allies in suppressing the 

rebellion. 

▪ After the rebellion was supressed, the area inhibited by the Santhals was put under the direct control of 

governor-general and was names as santhal paragna under the pretext of providing special concessions to 

the Santhals. The area was also declared as an excluded area. 

 



 

 

 

Fig: Some of the revolts along with reason 

QUESTION 5  

Q. Which amongst the following provided a common factor for tribal insurrection in India in the 19th 

century? [2011] 

(a) Introduction of a new system of land revenue and taxation of tribal products 

(b) Influence of foreign religious missionaries in tribal areas 

(c) Rise of a large number of money lenders, traders and revenue farmers as middlemen in tribal areas 

(d) The complete disruption of the old agrarian order of the tribal communities 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 6  

Q. After the santhal uprising subsided, what was/were the measure/measures taken by the colonial 

government? (2018) 



 

 

1. The territories called 'santhal paraganas' were created 

2. It became illegal for a santhal to transfer land to a non santhal. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 7  

Q. Which one of the following revolts was made famous by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee in his novel 

‘Anand Math’? [2006] 

(a) Bhil uprising  

(b) Rangpur and Dinapur uprising 

(c) Bishnupur and Birbhum rebellion 

(d) Sanyasi rebellion 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 8  

Q. With which one of the following mountain tribes did the British first come into contact with after the 

grant of Diwani in the year 1765? [2002] 



 

 

(a) Garos  

(b) Khasis 

(c) Kukis  

(d) Tipperahs 

Answer : b 

THE PEASANT MOVEMENT 

The impoverishment of the Indian peasantry was a direct result of the transformation of the agrarian 

structure due to— 

▪ colonial economic policies,  

▪ ruin of the handicrafts leading to overcrowding of land, ▪ the new land revenue system,  

▪ Colonial administrative and judicial system.  

▪ The peasants suffered from high rents, illegal levies, arbitrary evictions and unpaid labour in zamindari 

areas. In Ryotwari areas, the government itself levied heavy land revenue. 

INDIGO-REVOLT 

Reason  

▪ In Bengal, the indigo planters, nearly all Europeans, exploited the local peasants by forcing them to 

grow indigo on their lands instead of the more paying crops like rice. 

▪ The planters forced the peasants to take advance sums and enter into fraudulent contracts which were 

then used against the peasants. 

 



 

 

Movement 

▪ The anger of the peasants exploded in 1859 when, led by Digambar Biswas and Bishnu Biswas of Nadia 

district, they decided not to grow indigo under duress and resisted the physical pressure of the planters. 

They also organized a counter force against the planters’ attacks. 

▪ Gradually, they learned to use the legal machinery and initiated legal action supported by fund 

collection. 

Impact 

▪ The Government appointed an indigo commission to inquire into the problem of indigo cultivation. 

Based on its recommendations, the Government issued a notification in November 1860 that the riots 

could not be compelled to grow indigo and that it would ensure that all disputes were settled by legal 

means.  

Participation 

▪ The Bengali intelligentsia played a significant role by supporting the peasants’ cause through newspaper 

campaigns, organization of mass meetings, preparing memoranda on peasants’ grievances and supporting 

them in legal battles. 

PABNA-REVOLT 

Reason 

▪ During the 1870s and 1880s, large parts of Eastern Bengal witnessed agrarian unrest caused by 

oppressive practices of the zamindars. The zamindars resorted to enhanced rents beyond legal limits and 

prevented the tenants from acquiring occupancy rights under Act X of 1859. 

Movement 



 

 

▪ Having had enough of the oppressive regime, the peasants of Yusufshahi Pargana in Patna district 

formed an agrarian league or combination to resist the demands of the zamindars. The league organized a 

rent strike—the ryots refused to pay the enhanced rents, challenging the zamindars in the courts. 

▪ Funds were raised by ryots to fight the court cases. The struggles spread throughout Patna and to other 

districts of East Bengal. The main form of struggle was that of legal resistance; there was very little 

violence.  

Participation 

▪ A number of young Indian intellectuals supported the peasants’ cause. These included Bankim Chandra 

Chatterjee, R.C. Dutt and the Indian Association under Surendranath Banerjee. 

Solution 

▪ The government also promised to undertake legislation to protect the tenants from the worst aspects of 

zamindari oppression. In 1885, the Bengal Tenancy Act was passed.  

DECCAN RIOTS 

Reason 

▪ The ryots of Deccan region of western India suffered heavy taxation under the Ryotwari system. Here 

again the peasants found themselves trapped in a vicious network with the moneylender as the exploiter 

and the main beneficiary. 

▪ The conditions had worsened due to a crash in cotton prices after the end of the American Civil War in 

1864, the Government’s decision to raise the land revenue by 50% in 1867, and a succession of bad 

harvests.  

▪ In 1874, the growing tension between the moneylenders and the peasants resulted in a social boycott 

movement organized by the ryots against the “outsider” moneylenders. 

Impact 



 

 

▪ The Government succeeded in repressing the movement. 

▪ As a conciliatory measure, the Deccan Agriculturists Relief Act was passed in 1879. 

Participation 

▪ This time also, the modern nationalist intelligentsia of Maharashtra supported the peasant’s cause.  

Later Phase Movements 

▪ Eka Movement or Unity Movement is a peasant movement which surfaced in Hardoi, Bahraich and 

Sitapur during the end of 1921 by Madari Pasi, an offshoot of Non-Cooperation Movement. 

▪ The initial thrust was given by the leaders of Congress and Khilafat movement. 

▪ The main reason for the movement was high rent, which was generally higher than 50% of recorded rent 

in some areas. 

▪ Oppression by thikadhar who were entrusted to collect rent and practice of share rent also contributed to 

this movement. 

▪ Small zamindars who were disenchanted with British Government due to heavy land revenue demand 

were also a part of this movement. 

▪ Soon the leadership of Movement changed from Congress to Madari Pasi, a low caste leader who was 

not inclined to accept non-violence. 

▪ This led the movement losing contact with nationalist class. 

▪ By March 1922, due to severe repression of British the Eka Movement came to an end. 

▪ There were also various other movements in this time : 

✓ Kisan sabha Movement 



 

 

✓ Mapilla Revolt 

✓ Bardoli Satyagraha 

✓ All India-congress/sabha 

POST- WAR PHASE MOVEMENTS 

Tebhaga Movement 

▪ The Tebhaga movement was significant peasant agitation, initiated in Bengal by the Kisan Sabha 

(peasant front of the Communist Party of India) in 1946–47. 

Background 

▪ At that time sharecroppers had contracted to give half of their harvest to the landlords. The demand of 

the Tebhaga (sharing by thirds) movement was to reduce the landlord share to one third. 

▪ In many areas the agitations turned violent, and landlords fled, leaving parts of the countryside in the 

hands of Kisan Sabha. In 1946, sharecroppers began to assert that they would pay only onethird and that 

before division the crop would stay in their godowns and not that of the Jotedars. The sharecroppers were 

encouraged by the fact that the Bengal Land Revenue Commission had already made this 

recommendation in its report to the government. The movement resulted in clashes between Jotedars and 

Bargadars (sharecroppers) 

▪ As a response to the agitation, the Muslim League ministry in the province launched the Bargadari Act, 

which provided that the share of the harvest given to the landlords would be limited to one third of the 

total. However, the law was not fully implemented. The Bengal Land Revenue Commission popularly 

known as Floud Commission had made recommendation in favour of the share-croppers. 

 



 

 

Impact of Peasant Movements 

▪ These movements created an atmosphere for post-independence agrarian reforms, for instance, abolition 

of zamindari. They eroded the power of the landed class, thus adding to the transformation of the agrarian 

structure.  

QUESTION 9  

Q. Consider the following events: [1999] 

1. Indigo Revolt  

2. Santhal Rebellion 

3. Deccan Riot  

4. Mutiny of the Sepoys 

The correct chronological sequence of these events is: 

(a) 4, 2, 1, 3  

(b) 4, 2, 3, 1 

(c) 2, 4, 3, 1  

(d) 2, 4, 1, 3 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 10  

Q. The demand for the Tebhaga Peasant Movement in Bengal was for [2013] 

(a) the reduction of the share of the landlords from one-half of the crop to one-third 



 

 

(b) the grant of ownership of land to peasants as they were the actual cultivators of the land 

(c) the uprooting of Zamindari system and the end of serfdom 

(d) writing off all peasant debts 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 11  

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists: [1997] 

List I List II 

(A) Moplah Revolt 1. Kerala 

(B) Pabna Revolt 2. Bihar 

(C) Eka Movement 3. Bengal 

(D) Birsa Munda Revolt 4. Awadh 

 

Codes: 

(a) A – 1; B – 3; C – 4; D – 2 

(b) A – 2; B – 3; C – 4; D – 1 

(c) A – 1; B – 2; C – 3; D – 4 

(d) A – 3; B – 4; C – 1; D – 2 

Answer : a 



 

 

QUESTION 12  

Q. With reference to Indian history, which of the following is/are the essential element/elements of the 

feudal system? [2015] 

1. A very strong centralized political authority and a very weak provincial or local political authority. 

2. Emergence of administrative structure based on control and possession of land. 

3. Creation of lord-vassal relationship between the feudal lord and his overlord. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

XXIII. IMPORTANT PERSONALITIES PART 1 

QUESTION 1  

Q. Consider the following statements : [2012] 

The most effective contribution made by Dadabhai Naoroji to the cause of Indian National Movement was 

that he 

1. exposed the economic exploitation of India by the British 

2. interpreted the ancient Indian texts and restored the self-confidence of Indians 

3. stressed the need for eradication of all the social evils before anything else 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Dadabhai Naoroji, known as the Grand Old Man of India, was a Parsi intellectual, educator, cotton 

trader, and an early Indian political and social leader. 

▪ He was a Liberal Party Member of Parliament (MP) in the United Kingdom House of Commons 

between 1892 and 1895, and the first Indian to be a British MP. 



 

 

▪ His book Poverty and Un-British Rule in India brought attention to the draining of India's wealth into 

Britain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ Being an Athornan (ordained priest), Naoroji founded the Rahnumae Mazdayasne Sabha on in 1851 to 

restore the Zoroastrian religion to its original purity and simplicity. 

▪ In 1854, He also founded a Gujarati fortnightly publication, the Rast Goftar, to clarify Zoroastrian 

concepts and promote Parsi social reforms. 

▪ In 1855, He was appointed Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy at the Elphinstone College 

in Bombay, becoming the first Indian to hold such an academic position. 

▪ In 1867, Naoroji also helped to establish the East India Association, one of the predecessor organizations 

of the Indian National Congress with the aim of putting across the Indian point of view before the British 

public. 

▪ He was also a member of the Indian National Association founded by Sir Surendranath Banerjee from 

Calcutta a few years before the founding of the Indian National Congress in Bombay, with the same 

objectives and practices. 



 

 

▪ Naoroji's work on the drain theory was the main reason behind the creation of the Royal Commission on 

Indian Expenditure in 1896 in which he was also a member. This commission reviewed financial burdens 

on India and in some cases came to the conclusion that those burdens were misplaced. 

ECONOMIC CRITIQUE OF COLONIALISM 

▪ Indian intellectuals in the early 19th century had positive attitude towards the British rule hoping it 

would modernize India. 

▪ Later they were disillusioned by the rule as progress in new areas was slow but overall the country was 

regressing and under developing. This change of image led to a deeper probe into the reality of British 

rule and his impact on people. 

▪ Amongst the economist who studied, Dadabhai Naoroji was the most prominent. 

▪ He popularized the drain theory in his book “Poverty and Un-British Rule in India”. 

▪ Justice MG Ranade was his contemporary and taught an entire generation of Indians the importance of 

Industrial Development. 

▪ RC Dutt examined minutely the entire economic impact of colonial rule from 1757. GV Joshi, G 

Subramanium Iyer, GK Gokhale, PC Ray were the others. 

▪ Drain theory was also focal point of the economic critique. It said that large part of Indian capital would 

go into salaries and pensions of British officers, charges for maintaining an army and home charges 

[charges needed to maintain administration, army, war expense, pensions to returned officers and expense 

in maintaining the colony]. 

▪ The drain theory was easily understood even by common peasants and thus became the staple of 

nationalist political agitations during the Gandhian era. 



 

 

 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Who of the following was/were economic critic/ critics of colonialism in India? [2015] 

1. Dadabhai Naoroji 

2. G. Subramania Iyer 

3. R. C. Dutt 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 



 

 

Answer: d 

QUESTION 3  

Q. Who among the following wrote the book Bahubivah? [2007] 

(a) Raja Rammohan Roy 

(b) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 

(c) Pandit Rambai 

(d) Rabindranath Tagore 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, was a Bengali polymath from the Indian subcontinent, and a key figure of 

the Bengal Renaissance. 

▪ He was a philosopher, academic educator, writer, translator, printer, publisher, entrepreneur, reformer 

and philanthropist. His efforts to simplify and modernize Bengali prose were significant. 

▪ He also rationalized and simplified the Bengali alphabet and type. 

▪ He also forced the British to pass the widow remarriage act. 

▪ He received the title "Vidyasagar" from Sanskrit College, Calcutta, due to his excellent performance in 

Sanskrit studies and philosophy. 

▪ Noted Bengali mathematician Anil Kumar Gain founded Vidyasagar University, named in his honour. 

▪ Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was a great writer. Some of his works are: 



 

 

▪ His “Barnaparichoy" was a first book of the Bengali alphabet to introduce children to the alphabetical 

letters of the Bangla  

Language 

▪ Some of his Social Reform Monologues are: 

✓ Bidhobabivah (Widow Remarriage – on widows' rights to  

remarry) 

✓ Bahubivah - (on Banning of Polygamy) 

✓ Balyabivah (on the Flaws of Child Marriage)  

✓ He also started a weekly newspaper called ‘Shome 

Prakash’ in 1858. 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Who among the following started the newspaper Shome Prakash? [2007] 

(a) Dayanand Saraswati 

(b) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 

(c) Raja Rammohan Roy 

(d) Surendranath Banerjee 

Answer : b 

 



 

 

 

QUESTION 5  

Q. The paintings of Abanindranath Tagore are classified as: [1999] 

(a) realistic  

(b) socialistic  

(c) revivalistic  

(d) Impressionistic 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Abanindranath Tagore, the nephew of Rabindranath Tagore, was one of 

the most prominent artists of India. 

▪ He was the first major supporter of swadeshi values in Indian art. 

▪ Abanindranath first created the ‘Indian Society of Oriental Art’ and later 

went on to establish Bengal school of art. His sole aim for establishing 

the school was to counter the English influence on Indian artists. 

▪ He did that by incorporating Indian elements in his works and achieved 

success when British art institutions gave in and accepted to teach and 

propagate his style of works in their organizations. 

▪ His idea of modernizing Mughal and Rajput paintings eventually gave rise to modern Indian painting, 

which took birth at his Bengal school of art. 

▪ Abanindranath Tagore is also regarded as a proficient and accomplished writer. 



 

 

▪ Most of his literary works were meant for children.  

▪ Some of his books like ‘BudoAngla’, ‘KhirerPutul’ and ‘Rajkahini’ are best examples of Bengali 

children's literature. 

QUESTION 6  

Q. A graduate at 18, professor and associate editor of the Sudharak at 20, Secretary of the Sarvajanik 

Sabha and of the Provincial Conference at 25, Secretary of the National Congress at 29, leading witness 

before an important Royal Commission at 31, Provincial legislator at 34, Imperial legislator at 36, 

President of the Indian National Congress at 39, a patriot whom Mahatma Gandhi himself regarded as his 

master". [1997] 

This is how a biographer describes: 

(a) Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 

(b) Mahadev Govind Ranade 

(c) Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

(d) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Gopal Krishna Gokhale, was a social reformer who founded a 

sectarian organization to work for relief of the underprivileged of 

India. 

▪ He led the moderate nationalists in the early years of the Indian 

independence movement. 



 

 

▪ He was founder of the Servants of India Society in 1905 which was dedicated to inspire nationalistic 

feelings among his fellow countrymen. M.C Setalvad, B.N rao, Alladi Krishna Swami Iyer were 

distinguished members of it. 

▪ He worked as an editor on English version of “Sudharak”, a newspaper started by Gopal Ganesh 

Agarkar. 

▪ Gokhale also worked with Ranade in a quarterly Journal, called "Sarvajanik". The Journal wrote about 

the public questions of the day in a frank and fearless manner. He started working with Ranade in the 

Poona Sarvajanik Sabha of which he later became the Secretary. He regarded Mahadev Govind Ranade as 

his "Guru“. Under the mentorship of Ranade, Gopal Krishna Gokhale became a member of Indian 

National Congress in 1889. 

▪ He got actively involved with the Indian National Congress, and was the joint secretary for some years 

and in 1905, he was elected the president at the Benares session of the Congress. 

▪ For a while, Gokhale was a member of the Bombay Legislative Council where he spoke strongly against 

the then Government. 

QUESTION 7  

Q. M.C. Setalvad, B.N. Rao and Alladi Krishnaswamy Iyer were distinguished members of the: [1997] 

(a) Swaraj Party 

(b) All India National Liberal Federation 

(c) Madras Labour Union 

(d) Servants of India Society 

Answer : d 

 



 

 

 

QUESTION 8  

Q. "The Congress is tottering to its fall and one of my great ambitious while in India, is to assist it to a 

peaceful demise. “This statement is attributed to: [1998] 

(a) Lord Dufferin  

(b) Lord Curzon 

(c) Lord Lytton  

(d) None of the above 

Answer : b 

QUESTION 9  

Q. The Governor-General who followed a spirited "Forward" policy towards Afghanistan was: [1999] 

(a) Minto  

(b) Dufferin 

(c) Elgin  

(d) Lytton 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 10  

Q. Lord Mountbatten came to India as a Viceroy with specific instruction to: [1998] 



 

 

(a) balkanize the Indian sub-continent 

(b) keep India united if possible 

(c) accept Jinnah's demand for Pakistan 

(d) persuade the Congress to accept the partition 

Answer : b 

DO IT YOURSELF 

QUESTION 11  

Q. Consider the following Viceroys of India during the British rule: [2004] 

1. Lord Curzon  

2. Lord Chelmsford 

3. Lord Hardinge  

4. Lord Irwin 

Which one of the following is the correct chronological order of their tenure? 

(a) 1, 3, 2, 4  

(b) 2, 4, 1, 3 

(c) 1, 4, 2, 3  

(d) 2, 3, 1, 4 

 



 

 

 

 

XXIV. IMPORTANT PERSONALITIES PART 2 

QUESTION 1  

Q. He wrote biographies of Mazzini, Garibaldi, Shivaji and Shrikrishna; stayed in America for some time 

and was elected to the central assembly. He was: (2018) 

(a) Aurobindo Ghosh 

(b) Bipin Chandra Pal 

(c) Lala Lajpat rai  

(d) Motilal Nehru 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Lala Lajpat Rai was outspoken writer and politician. 

▪ Gifted with a perceptive mind, he was a prolific writer and 

authored several works like – “Unhappy India”, “Young India: An 

Interpretation”, “History of Arya Samaj”, “England’s Debt to India” 

and a series of popular biographies on Mazzini, Garibaldi and 

Swami Dayanand. 

▪ He helped to establish the nationalistic Dayananda Anglo-Vedic 

School and became a follower of Dayananda Sarasvati, the founder 



 

 

of the conservative Hindu society Arya Samaj. 

▪ After joining the Congress Party and taking part in political agitation in the Punjab, Lajpat Rai was 

deported to Mandalay, Burma, without trial, in May 1907. 

 

 

▪ Lajpat Rai’s supporters attempted to secure his election to the presidency of the party session at Surat in 

December 1907, but elements favouring cooperation with the British refused to accept him, and the party 

split over the issues. 

▪ During World War I, Lajpat Rai lived in the United States, where he founded the Indian Home Rule 

League of America (1917) in New York City. He returned to India in early 1920, and later that year he led 

a special session of the Congress Party that launched Mohandas (Mahatma) Gandhi’s noncooperation 

movement. 

▪ Imprisoned from 1921 to 1923, he was elected to the legislative assembly on his release. 

▪ In 1928 he introduced the legislative assembly resolution for the boycott of the British Simon 

Commission on constitutional reform. Shortly thereafter he died, after being attacked by police during a 

demonstration in Lahore. 

QUESTION 2  

Q. His principle forte was social and religious reform. He relied upon legislation to do away with social 

ills and work unceasingly for the eradication of child marriage and the purdah system. To encourage 

consideration of social problems on a national scale, he inaugurated the Indian National Social 

Conference, which for many years met for its annual session alongside the Indian National Congress. 

The reference in this passage is to: [1996] 

(a) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 



 

 

(b) Behramji Merwanji Malabari 

(c) Mahadev Govind Ranade 

(d) B.R. Ambedkar 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ He was an Indian Scholar, social reformer, justice and author. 

▪ During his life he helped to establish the Vaktruttvottejak Sabha, the 

Poona Sarvajanik Sabha and the Prarthana Samaj, and edited a Bombay 

Anglo-Marathi daily paper, the Induprakash, founded on his ideology 

of social and religious reform. 

▪ During his seven years as a judge in Bombay, Ranade worked for 

social reform in the areas of child marriage, widow remarriage, and 

women’s rights. 

▪ After his appointment as instructor of history at Elphinstone College, Bombay (1866), he became 

interested in the history of the Marathas, a militaristic Hindu ethnic group that established the independent 

kingdom of Maharashtra (1674–1818). The publication of his Rise of the Maratha Power followed in 

1900. 

▪ Ranade has been called the father of Indian economics for urging (unsuccessfully) the British 

government to initiate industrialization and state welfare programs. 

▪ He was an early member of the Prarthana Samaj (“Prayer Society”), which sought to reform the social 

customs of orthodox Hinduism. 

▪ He regularly voiced views on social and economic reform at the annual sessions of the Indian National 

Social Conference, which he founded in 1887. 



 

 

▪ Ranade inspired many other Indian social reformers, most notably the educator and legislator Gopal 

Krishna Gokhale, who carried on Ranade’s reform work after his death. 

 

 

QUESTION 3  

Q. The word Adivasi was used for the first time to refer to the tribal people by: [1995] 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi  

(b) Thakkar Bappa 

(c) Jyotiba Phule  

(d) B.R. Ambedkar 

Answer : b   

EXPLANATION 

▪ Amritlal Vithaldas Thakkar, popularly known as Thakkar Bappa was an 

Indian social worker who worked for upliftment of tribal people in 

Gujarat state in India. The term Adivasi, to mean primitive people of this 

country, was used by Thakkar Bappa to refer to the tribal people. 

▪ He became a member of the Servants of India Society founded by 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale in 1914.In 1922, he founded the Bhil Seva 

Mandal. 

▪ Later, he became the general secretary of the Harijan Sevak Sangh 

founded by Mahatma Gandhi in 1932. 



 

 

▪ The Bharatiya Adimjati Sevak Sangh was founded on 24 October 1948 on his initiative. 

▪ When Indian constitution was in process, He visited remotest and most difficult parts of India and 

conducted probe into the situation of tribal and Harijan people. 

▪ He added valuable inputsin the process of constitution. Mahatma Gandhi would call him 'Bapa'. 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Which one of the following was an emigre communist journal of M.N. Roy? [1995] 

(a) Kisan Sabha  

(b) The Worker 

(c) Vanguard  

(d) Anushilan 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ M. N. Roy was prominent Indian philosopher of a twentieth century. 

He was famous as the Father of Indian communism and viewed as the 

first revolutionary leader of India. 

▪ His interest in social and political issues eventually led to 

involvement with various Indian groups engaged in trying to 

overthrow British colonial rule by acts of terrorism. In 1915 he 

became involved in a plot by Bengal revolutionaries to smuggle arms 

into India. 



 

 

▪ Roy blowout the communist ideology among the people through the communist newspapers 

"Vanguard". Since June 1922, it was in circulation for several years. 

▪ It was a source of candid information for the Indian people about the 1917 October Revolution. In this 

issue Roy said "The Government maintained by violence and brute force cannot be overthrown without 

violence and brute.” 

▪ He was the founder of Mexican communist party and communist party of India.  

QUESTION 5  

Q. Who among the following leaders did not believe in the drain theory of Dadabhai Naoroji? [1996] 

(a) B.G. Tilak  

(b) R.C. Dutt 

(c) M.G. Ranade  

(d) Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

▪ He was Muslim educator, jurist, and author, founder of the Anglo-

Mohammedan Oriental College at Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh, India, and the 

principal motivating force behind the revival of Indian Islam in the late 

19th century. 

▪ His works, in Urdu, include Essays on the Life of Mohammed (1870) 

and commentaries on the Bible and on the Quran. 

▪ In 1888 he was made a Knight Commander of the Star of India. 



 

 

▪ He also struggled to bring about an improvement in the position of women through better education and 

by opposing purdah and polygamy, advocating easy divorce, and condemning the system of piri and 

muridi. 

▪ After retirement in 1876, he became a member of the Imperial Legislative Council in 1878. His loyalty 

earned him a knighthood in 1888.  

 

QUESTION 6  

Q. Which one of the following Indian leaders was dismissed by the British from the Indian Civil Service? 

[1999] 

(a) Satyendranath Tagore 

(b) Surendranath Banerji 

(c) R.C. Dutt 

(d) Subhash Chandra Bose 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Sir Surendranath Banerjee, one of the founders of modern India 

and a proponent of autonomy within the British Commonwealth. 

▪ After graduation from college, he applied in England for 

admission to the Indian Civil Service, which at that time had only 

one Hindu. Banerjee was rejected on the grounds that he had 

misrepresented his age. 



 

 

▪ In 1876 he helped found the Indian Association to bring Hindus and Muslims together for political 

action. Three years later he purchased The Bengalee, a newspaper he edited for 40 years from his 

nationalist viewpoint. 

▪ An effective speaker at the annual sessions of the Indian National Congress, which first met in 1885, he 

was twice elected its president 

▪ He believed firmly in representative government and constitutional progress by constitutional means. 

▪ Elected in 1913 to both the Bengal and imperial legislative councils, Banerjee welcomed the principles 

of the Montagu-Chelmsford report of 1918, which recognized self-government as the goal of British 

policy in India. 

▪ He wrote his autobiography, A Nation in making (1925). 

QUESTION 7  

Q. The Congress policy of pray and petition ultimately came to an end under the guidance of: [1999] 

(a) Aurobindo Ghosh 

(b) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

(c) Lala Lajpat Rai 

(d) Mahatma Gandhi 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Bal Gangadhar Tilak was an Indian nationalist, teacher, lawyer and an 

independence activist. He was the first leader of the Indian Independence 

Movement. The British colonial authorities called him "The father of the 



 

 

Indian unrest." He was also conferred with the title of "Lokmanya", which means "accepted by the people 

(as their leader) 

▪ He founded (1914) and served as president of the Indian Home Rule League. In 1916 he concluded the 

Lucknow Pact with Mohammed Ali Jinnah, which provided for Hindu-Muslim unity in the nationalist 

struggle. 

▪ He developed the institution into a university college after founding the Deccan Education Society 

(1884), which aimed at educating the masses, especially in the English language; he and his associates 

considered English to be a powerful force for the dissemination of liberal and democratic ideals.  

▪ He took the task of awakening the political consciousness of the people through two weekly newspapers 

that he owned and edited: Kesari (“The Lion”), published in Marathi, and The Mahratta, published in 

English. 

▪ Tilak sought to widen the popularity of the nationalist movement by introducing Hindu religious 

symbolism and by invoking popular traditions of the Maratha struggle.  

▪ He was sent to jail 2 times on the charge of sedition. 

▪ In the Mandalay jail, Tilak settled down to write his magnum opus, the Shrimad Bhagavad-Gita Rahasya 

(“Secret of the Bhagavad-Gita”)—also known as Bhagavad Gita or Gita Rahasya—an original exposition 

of the most-sacred book of the Hindus. 

QUESTION 8  

Q. Consider the following statements about Madam Bhikaji Cama: 

1. Madam Cama unfurled the National Flag at the International Socialist Conference in Paris in the year 

1907. 

2. Madam Cama served as private secretary to Dadabhai Naoroji. 

3. Madam Cama was born to Parsi parents. 



 

 

Which of the statement/s given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1,2 and 3 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 3 only 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Bhikaji Cama, also known as Madame Cama, Indian political activist and 

advocate for women’s rights. 

▪ Born to an extremely wealthy Parsi business family, Bhikaji Patel received 

her early education in Bombay. 

 

▪ She worked in collaboration with many famous nationalists like Sardar 

Singh Rana, Dadabhai Naoroji etc. 

▪ Her headquarters were in Paris and that was the meeting place of young 

revolutionaries like Lala Hardayal. 

▪ She supported violent revolutionary means for achieving freedom. 

▪ She was an eminent personality in the Abhinav bharat society. 

▪ In 1907, while attending socialist congress at Stuttgart, she unfurled the first Indian flag designed by her. 

▪ With Sardar Singh Rana, she smuggled revolutionary literature and explosives into India. 



 

 

▪ She is regarded as “the mother of Indian revolutionaries”. 

QUESTION 9  

Q. Who among the following Gandhian followers was a teacher by profession? [2008] 

(a) AN Sinha  

(b) Braj Kishore Prasad 

(c) J B Kriplani  

(d) Rajendra Prasad 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Jivatram Bhagwandas Kripalani, popularly known as Acharya Kripalani, 

was an Indian politician, noted particularly for holding the presidency of 

the Indian National Congress during the transfer of power in 1947 and the 

husband of Sucheta Kriplani. 

▪ Kripalani was a Gandhian socialist, environmentalist, mystic and 

independence activist. 

▪ He was professor of English and History at the Muzaffarpur College in 

Bihar for five years from 1912 

▪ He also taught for a year at the Banaras Hindu University (1919-20). 

▪ From 1920-27 he became a member of the Gujarat Vidyapith founded by Mahatma Gandhi. 

▪ It was as the Principal of the Vidyapith that he was hailed as "Acharya”. 



 

 

▪ Kripalani became President of the Congress at its Meerut session in 1946. 

▪ He parted company with the Congress and founded a political party known as Krishak Mazdoor Praja 

Party (KMPP) which subsequently merged itself into the Praja Socialist Party (PSP). 

▪ He resigned from the PSP in 1954. 

▪ Kripalani is the author of a number of booked including authoritative biography of Gandhiji. Acharya 

Kripalani died in 1982. 

QUESTION 10  

Q. Which one of the following was a journal brought out by Abul Kalam Azad? [2008] 

(a) Al-Hilal 

(b) Comrade   

(c) The Indian Sociologist 

(d) Zamindar 

Answer: a 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Abul Kalam Azad, also called Maulana Azad, Islamic theologian who was one 

of the leaders of the Indian independence movement against British rule. 

▪ Azad became active in journalism when he was in his late teens, and in 1912 

he began publishing a weekly Urdu-language newspaper in Calcutta, Al-Hilal 

(“The Crescent”). 



 

 

▪ The paper quickly became highly influential in the Muslim community for its anti-British stance, 

notably for its criticism of Indian Muslims who were loyal to the British 

▪ Back in Calcutta, he joined the Indian National Congress (Congress Party) and galvanized India’s 

Muslim community through an appeal to panIslamic ideals. 

▪ Azad and Gandhi became close, and Azad was involved in Gandhi’s various civil-disobedience 

campaigns, including the Salt March (1930).  

▪ He was imprisoned several times between 1920 and 1945, including for his participation in the 

antiBritish Quit India campaign during World War II. 

▪ Azad was president of the Congress Party in 1923 and again in 1940–46. 

▪ He was particularly active in the short-lived Khilafat movement (1920–24). 

▪ After Independence, He became the first education minister of India. 

▪ His autobiography, India Wins Freedom, was published posthumously in 1959. 

▪ In 1992, decades after his death, Azad was awarded the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian award. 

QUESTION 11  

Q. Who among the following wrote the poem, Subh-e Azadi? [2008] 

(a) Sahir Ludhiyanvi 

(b) Faiz Ahmed Faiz 

(c) Muhammad Iqbal 

(d) Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

Answer : b 



 

 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Faiz Ahmad Faiz was a Pakistani leftist poet and author and one of the most celebrated writers of the 

Urdu language. 

▪ He was nominated for Nobel Prize in Literature and won the Lenin Peace Prize. 

▪ In 1935 Faiz joined the faculty of 

Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College at 

Amritsar, serving as a lecturer in English 

and British literature. 

▪ In 1938, he became editor-in-chief of the 

monthly Urdu magazine "Adab-eLatif until 

1946. 

▪ In 1941, Faiz published his first literary 

book "Naqsh-e-Faryadi “and joined the 

Pakistan Arts Council (PAC) in 1947. 

▪ After Pakistan's independence, Faiz 

became the editor to The Pakistan Times. 

▪ Faiz's literary work was posthumously publicly honored when the Pakistan Government conferred upon 

him the nation's highest civil award, Nishan-e-Imtiaz, in 1990.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

XXV. IMPORTANT PERSONALITIES PART 3 

QUESTION 1  

Q. Consider the following statements about Jawaharlal Nehru: [1996] 

1. He was the president of the Congress Party in 1947 

2. He presided over the Constituent Assembly 

3. He formed the first Congress ministry in United Province before India's independence 

Of these statements: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 are correct 

(b) 1 and 3 are correct 

(c) 1 and 2 are correct 

(d) None is correct 

Answer : d 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the code given below the Lists: [2008] 



 

 

List I List II 

(A) Bankim Chandra 1. Shatranj ke Khiladi 

(B) Dinabandhu Mitra 2. Debi Chaudhrani 

(C) Premchand 3. Nil-Darpan 

 4. Chandrakanta 

 

Code: 

(a) A-2; B-4; C-1  

(b) A-3; B-4; C-2 

(c) A-2; B-3; C-1  

(d) A-3; B-1; C-4 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Bankim Chandra Chatterjee was an Indian author, whose 

novels firmly established prose as a literary vehicle for the 

Bengali language and helped create in India a school of 

fiction on the European model 

▪ Some of his youthful compositions appeared in the 

newspaper ‘Sambad Prabhakar’ and in 1858 he published 

a volume of poems entitled ‘Lalita o manas’.  



 

 

▪ Dinabandhu is, however, primarily known for his play about the plight of indigo farmers Nil Darpan. 

The Indigo Revolt (1858) or Nilbidraha in Bengali was the revolt of the indigo farmers against the indigo 

planters. It was just one year after the Sepoy Revolt Bengal saw one more important revolt in its history. 

 

 

▪ Dhanpat Rai shrivastava, better known by his 

pen name Munshi Premchand. 

▪ He was famous for his modern Hindi-Urdu 

literature. 

▪ He is one of the most celebrated writers of the 

Indian subcontinent. 

▪ He began writing under the pen name "Nawab 

Rai", but subsequently switched to "Premchand". 

A novel writer, story writer and dramatist, he has 

been referred to as the "Upanyas Samrat" 

("Emperor among Novelists") by writers. Premchand's first published story was Duniya Ka Sabse Anmol 

Ratan. 

▪ He has written about 250 books and novels. Some of his famous works are: 

✓ Seva sadan, Godaan, Gaban, Nirmala, Karambhoomi, Rangbhoomi, Mangalsootra etc. 

▪ Some of his famous short stories are- 

✓ Shatranj ke Khiladi, Lottery, Idgah, Kafan etc. 

QUESTION 3  



 

 

Q. Mahatma Gandhi said that some of his deepest convictions were reflected in a book titled, “Unto this 

Last’’ and the book transformed his life. What wasthe message from the book that transformed Mahatma 

Gandhi? [2011] 

(a) Uplifting the oppressed and poor is the moral responsibility of an educated man 

(b) The good of individual is contained in the good of all 

(c) The life of celibacy and spiritual pursuit are essential for a noble life 

(d) All the statements (a), (b) and (c) are correct in this context 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Mahatma Gandhi, byname of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, Indian lawyer, politician, social activist, 

and writer who became the leader of the nationalist movement against the British rule of India. 

▪ He came to be considered the father of his country. 

▪ Gandhi is internationally esteemed for his doctrine of nonviolent protest (Satyagraha) to achieve 

political and social progress. 

▪ Literary works of Mahatma Gandhi 

✓ His Autobiography- The Story of My experiments with Truth which was published in his journal 

‘Navjivan’ 

✓ Satyagraha in south Africa 

✓ Ethical Religion 

✓ Sarvodaya 



 

 

✓ Hind Swaraj Or Indian Home Rule 

✓ From Yeravada Mandir 

✓ Discourses on the Gita 

✓ Voice of truth 

QUESTION 4  

Q. During the Indian Freedom Struggle, who of the following raised an army called ‘Free Indian Legion’? 

[2008] 

(a) Lala Hardayal 

(b) Rashbehari Bose 

(c) Subhash Chandra Bose 

(d) V D Savarkar 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 5  

Q. Which Indian nationalist leader looked upon a war between Germany and Britain as a God-sent 

opportunity which would enable Indians to exploit the situation to their advantage? [1999] 

(a) C. Rajagopalachari 

(b) M.A. Jinnah 

(c) Subhash Chandra Bose 



 

 

(d) Jawaharlal Nehru 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 6 

Q. During the freedom struggle, Aruna Asaf Ali was a major woman organizer of underground activity in: 

[2009] 

(a) Civil Disobedience Movement 

(b) Non-Cooperation Movement 

(c) Quit India Movement 

(d) Swadeshi Movement 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 7  

Q. With reference to Indian freedom struggle, Usha Mehta is well-known for? [2011] 

(a) running the secret congress radio in the wake of quit India movement 

(b) participating in the second round table conference 

(c) leading a contingent of Indian national army 

(d) assisting in the formation of Interim Government under Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

Answer : a 

QUESTION 8  

Q. Which of the following parties were established by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar? [2012] 



 

 

1. The Peasants and Workers Party of India 

2. All India Scheduled Castes Federation 

3. The Independent Labour Party 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer : b 

EXPLANATION 

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, leader of the Dalit's (Scheduled Castes; 

formerly called untouchables) and law minister of the government of 

India. 

▪ In 1936, Ambedkar founded the Independent Labour Party, which 

contested the 1937 Bombay election to the Central Legislative Assembly 

for the 13 reserved and 4 general seats, and secured 11 and 3 seats 

respectively. 

▪ Ambedkar published his book Annihilation of Caste on 15 May 1936. 

▪ It strongly criticised Hindu orthodox religious leaders and the caste 

system in general. 



 

 

▪ Upon India's independence on 15 August 1947, the new Congress-led government invited Ambedkar to 

serve as the Nation’s first Law and Justice Minister, which he accepted. On 29 August, he was appointed 

Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee, and was appointed by the Constituent Assembly to 

write India's new Constitution. 

▪ Scheduled Castes Federation (SCF) was a political party in India. SCF was founded by Dr. Ambedkar in 

1942 to fight for the rights of the Dalit community. 

▪ SCF was the successor organization of the Independent Labour Party led by Ambedkar. 

▪ SCF later evolved into the Republican Party of India. 

QUESTION 9  

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists: [1999] 

 

List I List II 

(A) Shyamji Krishna Varma 1. Bande Matram 

(B) Madame Bhikaji Cama 2. Indian sociologist 

(C) Annie Besant 3. The Talwar 

(D) Aurobindo Ghosh 4. Commonwealth 

Codes: 

(a) A – 2; B – 3; C – 4; D – 1 

(b) A – 3; B – 2; C – 1; D – 4 

(c) A – 2; B – 3; C – 1; D – 4 

(d) A – 3; B – 2; C – 4; D – 1 



 

 

Answer : a 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 10  

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer: [1996] 

List I List II 

(A) Surendranath Bannerjee 1. Hind Swaraj 

(B) M.K Gandhi 2. The Indian Struggle 

(C) Subhash Chandra Bose 3. Autobiographical 

(D) Lajpat Rai 4. A Nation in Making 

Codes: 

(a) A – 4; B – 1; C – 3; D – 2 

(b) A – 1; B – 4; C – 3; D – 2 

(c) A – 4; B – 1; C – 2; D – 3 

(d) A – 1; B – 4; C – 2; D – 3 

Answer : c 



 

 

QUESTION 11  

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists : [1999] 

 

List I List II 

(A) The First Indian War of Independence 1. Rabindranath Tagore 

(B) Anand Math 2. Sri Aurobindo 

(C) Life Divine 3. Bankim Chandra Chaterjee 

(D) Sadhana 4. Vinayak Damodar Savarkar 

 

Codes: 

(a) A – 4; B – 3; C – 2; D – 1 

(b) A – 3; B – 4; C – 1; D – 2 

(c) A – 4; B – 3; C – 1; D – 2 

(d) A – 3; B – 4; C – 2; D – 1 

Answer : a 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

XXVI. INDIA SINCE INDEPENDENCE 

QUESTION 1  

Q. The Radcliffe Committee was appointed to [2014] 

(a) solve the problem of minorities in India 

(b) give effect to the Independence Bill 

(c) delimit the boundaries between India and Pakistan 

(d) enquire into the riots in East Bengal 

Answer : c 

EXPLANATION 

▪ Radcliffe committee was formed to delimit the boundaries between India and Pakistan. 

▪ The committee was formed to recommend how the Punjab and Bengal regions of the Indian 

subcontinent were to be divided between India and Pakistan shortly before each was to become 

independent from Britain. 



 

 

▪ The commission—appointed by Lord Mountbatten, the final viceroy of British India—consisted of four 

members from the Indian National Congress and four from the Muslim League and was chaired by Sir 

Cyril Radcliffe. 

▪ The demarcation line was published on 17 August 1947 upon the Partition of India. Today its western 

side still serves as the Indo-Pakistani border and the eastern side serves as the IndiaBangladesh border. 

 

QUESTION 2  

Q. Who among the following suggested the winding up of the Indian National Congress after India 

attained independence? [1996] 



 

 

(a) C. Rajagopalachari  

(b) Acharya Kripalani  

(c) Mahatma Gandhi  

(d) Jayaprakash Narain 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 3  

Q. The radical wing of the Congress Party with Jawaharlal Nehru as one of its main leaders, founded the 

Independence for India League in opposition to : [1995] 

(a) the Finance Commission 

(b) the National Development Council 

(c) Nehru Report 

(d) the Constitution of India 

Answer : c 

QUESTION 4  

Q. Economically, one of the results of the British rule in India in the 19th century was the- [2018] 

(a) increase in the export of Indian handicrafts 

(b) growth in the number of Indian owned factories 

(c) commercialization of Indian agriculture 

(d) rapid increase in the urban population 



 

 

Answer : c 

 QUESTION 5  

Q. Who among the following were the founders of the “Hind Mazdoor sabha" established in 1948? (2018) 

(a) B.krishna Pillai, E.M.S Namboodiripad and K.C George 

(b) Jayaprakash Narayan, Deen dayal upadhyay and M.N Roy 

(c) C.P Ramaswami iyer, K. kamaraj and veersalingam pantulu 

(d) Ashok Mehta, T.S ramanujan and G.G Mehta  

Answer : d 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The HMS was formed by the Socialists in 1948 but has little real connection with the Socialist Party. 

▪ It is one of the least political and most pragmatic trade-union federations in India. The HMS is affiliated 

with the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions. 

▪ The HMS was founded in Howrah in west Bengal on 29 December 1948, by socialists, Forward Bloc 

followers and independent unionists. 

▪ Its founders included Basawon Singh (Sinha), Ashok Mehta, R.S. Ruikar, Maniben Kara, Shibnath 

Banerjee, R.A. Khedgikar, T.S. Ramanujam, V.S. Mathur, G.G. Mehta. 

▪ R.S. Ruikar was elected president and Ashok Mehta general secretary. 

QUESTION 6  

Q. Which one of the following is not a principle of "Panchsheel"? [1997] 



 

 

(a) Non-alignment 

(b) Peaceful Co-existence 

(c) Mutual respect for each other's territorial integrity and sovereignty 

(d) Mutual non-interference in each other's internal affairs 

Answer : a 

EXPLANATION 

▪ The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, known as the Panchsheel Treaty: Non-interference in 

others internal affairs and respect for each other's territorial unity integrity and sovereignty, are a set of 

principles to govern relations between states. 

▪ Their first formal codification in treaty form was in an agreement between China and India in 1954. 

They were enunciated in the preamble to the "Agreement (with exchange of notes) on trade and 

intercourse between Tibet Region of China and India", which was signed at Peking on 28 April 1954. 

▪ This agreement stated the five principles as: 

✓ Mutual respect for each other's territorial integrity and sovereignty. 

✓ Mutual non-aggression. 

✓ Mutual non-interference in each other's internal affairs. 

✓ Equality and cooperation for mutual benefit. 

✓ Peaceful co-existence. 



 

 

▪ The Panchsheel agreement serves as one of the most important relation build between India and China to 

further the economic and security cooperation. 

▪ An underlying assumption of the Five Principles was that newly independent states after decolonization 

would be able to develop a new and more principled approach to international relations. 

 

 

 


