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Context
Sexual assault by a man of his wife can take the form of rape, the 
Supreme Court said in a significant judicial recognition of ‘marital 
rape’ on September 29.

GS-2 
Sexual assault of 
wife can take the 
form of rape: SC



The court dealt with how married women, like single women, were
exposed to sexual assault within the family and suffer forced
pregnancies.

Marital assault merely formed a part of a long list of deeds that
amount to violence in the context of the family.

Marital Rape Exception: Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code, which
exempts forceful sexual intercourse by a man with his own wife from
the offence of rape, provided the wife is above 15 years of age, also
known as the “marital rape exception”.



Context
A historic judgment, the Supreme Court on Thursday
declared that single women with pregnancies between 20
and 24 weeks are entitled to access the same safe and
legal abortion care as married women.
A three-judge Bench, led by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud,
pried open the restrictive grip of a 51-year-old abortion
law which barred unmarried women from terminating
pregnancies that are up to 24 weeks old.

GS-2 
Single women 

get equal 
abortion rights 



The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971 prohibits
unmarried women who are between 20 and 24 weeks’ pregnant to
abort with the help of registered doctors.

“The rights of reproductive autonomy, dignity and privacy give an
unmarried woman the right of choice as to whether or not to bear a
child on a similar footing as that of a married woman,” Justice
Chandrachud.

Prohibiting single women with pregnancies up to 24 weeks from
accessing abortion while allowing married women with the same
term of pregnancy to avail the care amounted to discrimination.



Context
Registered medical doctors are exempt from disclosing to the
police the identity of minors who have come in for abortion, the
Supreme Court directed in a judgment.

GS-2 
Minors seeking 

abortion 



Registered medical doctors are exempt from disclosing to the police
the identity of minors who have come in for abortion, the Supreme
Court directed in a judgment.

In many cases minors and their guardians opt to go to an unqualified
doctor for abortion rather than risk being involved in criminal
proceedings following a report under Section 19(1) of the POCSO Act.

The disclosure of the name of the minor in the report under Section
19(1) of POCSO, minors may be less likely to seek out RMPs for safe
termination of their pregnancies under the Medical Termination of
Pregnancy (MTP) Act.



Context
NATO formally labeled the mysterious leaks in the Nord Stream 1
and 2 pipelines detected earlier this week the result of deliberate
sabotage and warned that such attacks would be met with a
collective response from the organization.

GS-2 
Sabotage for 
Nord Stream 

pipeline damage 



Nord Stream, the longest subsea pipeline, is an export gas
pipeline which runs under the Baltic Sea carrying gas from Russia to
Europe.

Nord Stream consists of two pipelines, which have two lines each.

• Nord Stream 1 was completed in 2011 and runs from Vyborg in
Leningrad (Russia) to Lubmin near Greifswald, Germany.

• Nord Stream 2 which runs from Ust-Luga in Leningrad to
Lubmin was completed in September 2021.



The pipelines have been central to the energy crisis that has
enveloped Europe in the wake of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, with
Nord Stream 1 providing a crucial pathway for Russian gas to reach
Europe until earlier this month when Russia closed the pipeline.

The leaks highlight the vulnerability of Europe's energy
infrastructure and risk further increasing tensions between Russia
and the West.



Context
There has been an increase in number of foreign terrorists in Jammu
and Kashmir after Afghanistan situation, Kuldiep Singh, Director-
General of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF).
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Terrorist incidents have gone down post the abrogation of Article
370 from the erstwhile state in 2019.

The total number of terrorists in J&K is less now. It is under 200
now as compared to the earlier times when it used to be 230-240.

There is a "great threat" of 'sticky bombs' when it comes to the
security situation in Jammu and Kashmir but all the forces deployed
there rose to it and ensured an incident-free Amarnath Yatra.



Nine months after the untimely death of India’s first CDS, Gen. Bipin
Rawat in December 2021. Government on Wednesday announced
the appointment of former Eastern Army Commander Lt. Gen. Anil
Chauhan, 61, as the next Chief of Defence Staff (CDS).

His appointment is until further orders, or when he turns 65.

The new vision is the proposed reorganisation of the armed forces
into integrated theatre commands, which is yet to get the required
consensus among military leaders.

Editorial 
Evolving  chair



When the office of the CDS was created in 2019, its mandate was to
ensure “jointness” of the three services in operations, logistics,
transport, training, support services, communications, repairs and
maintenance, within three years of the first CDS assuming office.

The nine months and changes in eligibility criteria it took before the
appointment could be made point to the fact the CDS is still an
evolving institution.

In 2019, the Ministry of Defence was reorganised and a new
department of military affairs was carved out with the CDS as its
secretary.

The CDS is also the Principal Military Adviser to the Defence Minister
and Permanent Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee, which requires
him to straddle administrative and operational functions.



While the big focus is likely going to be the theatrisation process, the
other tasks before him would be to bring in fiscal prudence and
optimisation in utilisation of the defence budget especially given the
tough economic outlook.

The war in Ukraine has also underscored the need to accelerate the
effort to build indigenous capacities in defence manufacturing and
resilient logistical chains to be prepared for future wars effectively.
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