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Context 
UAPA gave an impetus to fight against terror: Modi
Police should be able to face Naxals who wield a pen and mislead the 
youth, besides those who hold a gun, PM says while addressing the State 
Home Ministers’ meeting in Faridabad.

GS-2 
UAPA against terror 



Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday said that Central laws such as the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) had given an impetus to the 
system in a decisive fight against terrorism.

The police should be equipped to face not only those Naxals who hold a gun 
but also those who wield a pen and mislead the youth by exploiting their 
emotions.

Forces who get “international support” should not be allowed to take root as 
they were detrimental to the unity and integrity of the country”.

The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. Passed in 1967, the law aims at 
effective prevention of unlawful activities associations in India.

The Act assigns absolute power to the central government, by way of which 
if the Centre deems an activity as unlawful then it may, by way of an Official 
Gazette, declare it so.

It has death penalty and life imprisonment as highest punishments.



Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign nationals can be charged.

As per amendments of 2019, The Act empowers the Director General of 
National Investigation Agency (NIA) to grant approval of seizure or 
attachment of property when the case is investigated.

The Act empowers the officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or 
above, to investigate cases of terrorism in addition to those conducted by 
the DSP or ACP or above rank officer in the state.

It also included the provision of designating an individual as a terrorist.



Context 
Anger in Himachal Pradesh over ST notification for Hattis
Gujjars, Scheduled Castes flay Centre’s decision; say Hattis are 
upper-caste and commit atrocities against Dalits. Political parties are 
attempting to capitalise on this ahead of the Assembly election

GS-2 
ST notification for Hattis



The recent announcement by the Centre to bring the Hatti community under 
the Scheduled Tribes list in Sirmaur district of Himachal Pradesh is 
spreading resentment among some sections. The only ST community in the 
district Gujjars and Scheduled Caste groups have voiced concerns over the 
move.

Parts of the Trans-Giri region, where most of the Hatti community lives, also 
come under the Assembly Constituencies of Renukaji, Shillai, and Pachhad. 
As per the most recent Census (2011), 5.71% of the State’s population is ST 
and 25.19% of the population is classified as SC.

The Hattis are a close-knit community that got their name from their tradition 
of selling homegrown vegetables, crops, meat, and wool, etc. at small 
markets called ‘haat’ in towns.

There are two Hatti clans, in Trans-Giri and Jaunsar Bawar, have similar 
traditions, and inter-marriages are common.



The Hattis are governed by a traditional council called ‘khumbli’ which, like 
the ‘khaps’ of Haryana, decides community matters.

They are demanding Schedule Tribe status since 1967 when tribal status 
was accorded to people living in Jaunsar Bawar in Uttarakhand.



Context 
One nation, one police uniform’ is ideal: Modi
Prime Minister says he is not imposing his views on States and adds that 
common uniforms will give a distinct identity to the police, ensure brand 
recall and quality gear.

GS-2 
One nation one police uniform 



Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday mooted the idea of ‘one nation, one 
police uniform’. 

This will benefit the police personnel as quality product will be available. The 
production of belts, caps and uniform will be on a mass scale.

He added that just like post boxes could be identified from a distance even 
by unlettered persons, a common uniform would ensure a distinct identity to 
the police.

Most police forces adorn shades of khaki, a few such as the police in 
Kolkata, Tamil Nadu and Goa don white uniforms.

The Indian Constitution puts police forces under the jurisdiction of state 
governments, and each of the 28 states have their own police force. Both 
‘public order’ and the ‘police’ are placed in List II (State List) of the Seventh 
Schedule of the Constitution, which deals with the division of powers 
between the Union and States.



Context
Panel raises data privacy concerns in draft telecom law.

GS-2 
Privacy concerns in draft telecom law



The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Information and Technology 
raised several questions on implication on data privacy of citizens with 
vague definitions of “public interest” and “national security” in the draft 
Indian Telecommunication Act, 2022.

The draft law has serious loopholes that can be misused for infringing on 
privacy. Using ‘public interest/emergency’ and ‘national security’ as the 
reasons, overarching power is being vested with the administration without 
adequate oversight mechanism.

The government had released the draft of The Indian Telecommunication 
Act, 2022, in September, wherein it proposes significant changes, including 
bringing over-the-top (OTT) platforms within the ambit of telecom services 
that require a licence to operate, and provisions for message interception in 
case of public emergency.

The members also expressed reservation about the broadbase that the draft 
law intends to cover.



Context 
Manjal Maanagaram’ is the second largest turmeric market in India
Erode is the second largest turmeric market in India after Nizamabad in 
Telangana; it attracts consumers, traders and exporters from across the 
country, who vie for the best spice available; for farmers too, the markets 
are a boon as they get the best price for their produce

GS-3 
Turmeric market in India 



Turmeric is one of the most important spices with medicinal properties. The 
Atharvaveda mentions it as a cure for jaundice. The commodity was traded 
even during the Chera, Chola and Pandya eras.

India is the largest producer, consumer and exporter of turmeric and Erode 
accounts for over 40% of the total sales in the country. The Erode turmeric 
obtained the Geographical Indication (GI) tag from the Geographical 
Indication Registry in 2019 and accounts for 70%-75% of the turmeric grown 
in Erode and Coimbatore districts.

But a significant drop in the area under cultivation; lowering of the 
quality with the use of pesticides and chemicals for storage; the 
high cost of labour; and a long period of storage in anticipation of 
a higher price can hurt the market in the long run.



The Chief Justice of India (CJI), Justice U.U. Lalit that as the 49th CJI of 
India, he has ushered in that rare moment by taking several bold initiatives 
to correct certain grave anomalies that have persisted in operation of the 
death penalty law.

The empirical evidence and research findings contained in the Death 
Penalty India Report (2016) and the ‘Deathworthy’ report (Project 39A of the 
National Law University Delhi) came in handy to buttress the exceptional 
sensitivities of Justice Lalit.

The focus here is on reframing ‘Framing Guidelines Regarding Potential 
Mitigating Circumstances to be Considered While Imposing Death 
Sentences’, a decision authored by the three judge Bench (the current CJI 
and Justices Ravindra Bhat and Sudhanshu Dhulia, September 19, 2022).

Editorial 
The death penalty and humanizing criminal 

justice 



The decision stands out because of the thrust on the trial court’s death 
sentencing policies and the practice and desire to elicit, from a larger 
Bench, directions to ensure some kind of uniformity in the matter. 

Such a reference to a larger Bench would constitute yet another step in the 
direction of death penalty sentencing justice reform such as the legislative 
limitation flowing from Section 354(3) in the Code of Criminal Procedure; 
judicial limitation flowing from the ‘rarest of rare’ case; and ‘oral hearing’ 
after all the remedies to the condemned are exhausted.

It is also a fact that in all cases where imposition of capital sentence is a 
choice of sentence, aggravating circumstances would always be on record, 
and would be part of [the] prosecutor’s evidence, leading to conviction, 
whereas the accused can scarcely be expected to place mitigating 
circumstances on the record, for the reason that the stage for doing so is 
after conviction. This places the convict at a hopeless disadvantage, tilting 
the scales heavily against him.



It is necessary to have clarity in the matter to ensure a uniform approach on 
the question of granting real and meaningful opportunity, as opposed to 
formal hearing to the accused/convict on the issue of sentence.

The Constitution Bench may come up with new guidelines under which the 
trial courts themselves can hold a comprehensive investigation into factors 
related to upbringing, education and socio-economic conditions of an 
offender before deciding the punishment…

Trial court must take into account the social milieu, the educational levels, 
whether the accused had faced trauma earlier in life, family circumstances, 
psychological evaluation of a convict and post-conviction conduct, were 
relevant factors at the time of considering whether the death penalty ought 
to be imposed upon the accused.



The future shape of the mission to humanise criminal justice will ultimately 
depend upon two things. 

The first is the composition of the larger Bench and the inclination of the 
judiciary to continue in its onward creative path.
Second, the extent to which society is prepared to broaden the horizons of 
meaningful hearing, even to the earlier guilt determination stage. Hitherto, 
criminal liability is a product of the component of culpability/guilt and 
sanction/punishment. 

The consideration of these two components in isolation leads to a 
disconnect between the wrongdoer and his punishment or sentence.









Answer keys for 28-10-22 PYQs are:
1-b
2-b
3-d
4-a
5-c
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