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Context
The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered
Buddhist caves and stupas, and Brahmi inscriptions, dating back
to the 2nd century, and Hindu temples from the 9th-11th
centuries, and possibly the world’s largest Varaha sculpture also
dating to the same period, at the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve in
Madhya Pradesh.
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The Varaha sculpture is among the many monolithic sculptures of the
10 incarnations of Lord Vishnu.

The discovered 26 mostly Buddhist caves dating back to the 2nd and
5th centuries.

The caves and some of their remains had Chaitya [rounded] doors and
stone beds typical of Mahayana Buddhism sites.

24 inscriptions in Brahmi text, are also found, all dating back to the
2nd-5th centuries.

The inscriptions mention sites such as Mathura and Kaushambi, and
Pavata, Vejabharada and Sapatanaairikaa. The kings they mention
include Bhimsena, Pothasiri and Bhattadeva.



Context
The government on Tuesday appointed Lt. Gen. Anil Chauhan (retd.),
former General Office Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Army
Commander, as the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS). The post has been
vacant since the death of the country’s first CDS, Gen. Bipin Rawat, in a
helicopter crash in December 2021.
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Gen. Rawat was pushing forward the ambitious plan for the
reorganisation of the armed forces into integrated theatre commands
among other measures to bring in synergy and efficiency.

This task now falls on the new CDS to build consensus and take the
reorganisation process forward

Role:
• CDS acts as the permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff 

Committee which will also have three service chiefs as members.
• The CDS is also vested with the authority to provide directives to the 

three chiefs.
• head the newly created Department of Military Affairs (DMA) in the 

Ministry of Defence.
• He will also perform an advisory role in the Nuclear Command 

Authority (NCA).



Context
The Union Budget 2023-24 will include steps to decriminalise
taxation laws, remove provisions in the Income Tax, Goods and
Services Tax (GST) and Customs laws that are similar to sections that
can be invoked under the Indian Penal Code (IPC), and reduce
‘prohibitive’ compounding charges under GST.
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The compounding provisions in GST, which entail penalties from 50% 
to 150% of the tax amount involved, make it “impossible for anybody 
to pay.”

While the thresholds for considering tax evasion a criminal offence 
were also being reviewed under the Income Tax and Customs laws, 
sections of the IPC that deal with obstructing officers performing 
their duty and failing to respond to summons for documents.

The government was examining the level of compounding that was 
happening and the extent of discretion being exercised by officers so 
as to make the process more objective.



Context
Two Korean Naval ships ROKS Hansando and ROKS Daecheong
arrived in the Chennai port on Wednesday on a four-day visit as part
of a 110-day voyage from September 2 that will see them cover nine
countries and 10 ports around the Indo-Pacific region.
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This was also the third visit of the ROKN Cruise Training Task Group to
Chennai after 2014 and 2015 and the 16th such Cruise Training Task
Group from the Republic of Korea Navy since 1975.

Korea and India were strategic partners, and pointed out that there
were a large number of Korean companies in Chennai.

ROKS Hansando, commissioned in 2020, is Korea’s first training ship
with full capacity of 300 personnel, while ROKS Daecheong,
commissioned in 1997, is a multi-purpose fast combat support ship
capable of supplying ammunition, fuel, and fresh water, and provide
other logistic support to combat ships in naval operations.

There will be a few joint exercises with the Indian Navy during the four-
day stay.



Context
In a first, the Supreme Court Collegium, headed by Chief Justice of 
India UU Lalit, is accessing records of past judicial performances to 
make recommendations for appointment of judges to the top 
court,
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The five-member Collegium recommended the appointment of
Justice Dipankar Datta, Chief Justice of Bombay High Court, as Judge
of the Supreme Court.

The information involving potential candidates was being collated.

It is learnt that this information ranges from the number of
judgements delivered to their quality and rates of disposal.

For appointment to High Courts, the Collegium has evolved criteria
to assess performance of a lawyer including a minimum annual
income, number of reported judgements etc.

Currently, the Supreme Court has 29 judges, including the CJI,
against a sanctioned strength of 34 judges.



Flooding is considered to be a natural phenomenon that cannot be
entirely prevented. But lack of transparency in the sharing of
hydrological information and also information relating to activities
that are transboundary in their effect, thus serving as an obstacle in
understanding the magnitude of flooding.

There is a binding obligation on all states not to release water to
cause floods in another co-sharer of the river water.

The International Court of Justice (ICJ), in the Pulp Mills on the River
Uruguay (Argentina vs Uruguay) case (2010), upheld that conducting
a transboundary environmental impact assessment (TEIA) of a
planned measure or projects on the shared water course is part of
customary international law.
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China being the upper riparian in the Brahmaputra, which spans India
and Bangladesh, enjoying apparent leverage vis-à-vis lower riparian
India.

India faces other woes in the form of the construction of dams by
China. China’s excessive water release, as a “dam controller”, in
violation of customary international law has the potential to
exacerbate flooding in Assam in future.

Neither India or China are party to the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses
(UNWC) 1997 or the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe (UNECE) on the Protection and Use of Transboundary
Watercourses and International Lakes 1992 (Water Convention).



The UNWC contains a direct reference to floods, which covers harmful 
conditions and emergency situations.

In the absence of any mechanism, India relies on its memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with China in 2013 with a view to sharing 
hydrological information during the flood season.

Floods are also a recurrent problem in the Koshi and Gandak river
basins that are shared by India and Nepal.

It is important that the two neighbours view the river basins as single
entities, which will help in facilitating an integrated approach for
improved basin and flood risk management.
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