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Context 
States should have a uniform policy on law and order: Shah
Home Minister calls for centralisation of data on terror and other crimes; 
each State to have a National Investigation Agency office by 2024 with 
powers to confiscate property in terror cases.

GS-2 
Uniform policy on law and order



Union Home Minister Amit Shah said on Thursday that the States should have 
a uniform law and order policy as certain crimes such as cross-border terrorism 
and cybercrimes transcend regional and international boundaries.

By 2024, to counter terror activities, each State would have a National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) office as the agency had been given “extra territorial 
jurisdiction” and additional powers to confiscate property in terror-related cases.

Centralisation of data on terror and other crimes and said that following the 
principle of “one data, one entry,” the NIA had been entrusted with the task of 
maintaining a national terror database, the Enforcement Directorate a dataset 
on financial crimes and the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) on narco crimes.

The Minister urged the States to utilise the National Intelligence Grid 
(NATGRID) that was operational now. The NATGRID brings datasets of 11 
agencies on a common platform.



The nature of crimes is changing, and they are becoming borderless, that is 
why all States will have to battle these by having a common strategy. To 
formulate and implement this under the spirit of ‘cooperative federalism’, 
cooperation, coordination and collaboration between the Centre and the 
States is required.



Context 
Mission to end when Gilgit-Baltistan, PoK reunite with India.

GS-2 
Gilgit Baltistan to reunite with India 



Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said on Thursday that the mission of full 
integration of Jammu & Kashmir that started on August 5, 2019 “will be 
complete when Gilgit-Baltistan and areas of the Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK)” will reunite with India.

Mr. Singh was speaking during the ‘Shaurya Diwas’ in Budgam district to 
commemorate the Indian Army’s successes after the landing of soldiers in 
J&K on October 27, 1947, a day after India signed the Instrument of 
Accession with then J&K ruler Maharaja Hari Singh.

Gilgit-Baltistan, formerly known as the Northern Areas, is a region 
administered by Pakistan as an administrative territory, and constituting the 
northern portion of the larger Kashmir region which has been the subject of a 
dispute between India and Pakistan since 1947, and between India and 
China from somewhat later.

It borders Azad Kashmir to the south, the province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to 
the west, the Wakhan Corridor of Afghanistan to the north, the Xinjiang region 
of China, to the east and northeast, and the Indian-administered union 
territories Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh to the southeast.



The Gilgit Baltistan region makes up the majority of territory that is considered 
as Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). While India has always considered this 
part of PoK as an integral part of Jammu and Kashmir, it has failed to raise its 
voice against the actions of the Pakistani state in the region.

The growing footprint of China in Gilgit Baltistan in the past few years has 
added a new strategic dimension to India’s discourse on PoK, making it a 
compelling area of study.



Context 
Psychological test of death row convicts is essential, says SC.

GS-2 
Psychological test of death row convicts 



The Supreme Court has made it clear that the psychological evaluation of 
condemned prisoners by expert doctors, and access to them by mitigating 
investigators, are essential before the hearing begins on their appeals against 
the death penalty.

These reports would provide invaluable assistance for the court to have an 
independent and holistic picture of the physical and mental condition and 
background of the condemned person whose life hangs in balance.

Further, mitigation experts need to be given access to the prisoners to dig out 
any circumstances which may help the court while it hears the appeal.

Anything overlooked would lead to irreparable consequences in death penalty 
cases.

Anything overlooked would lead to irreparable consequences in death penalty 
cases. Facets touching upon the character and behaviour of the appellant(s) 
would be essential in order to have a complete assessment in the matter.



Context 
Israel and Lebanon on Thursday separately signed a U.S.-brokered 
maritime border deal which paves the way for lucrative offshore gas 
extraction by the neighbours that remain technically at war.

GS-2 
Israel Lebanon maritime border deal



The agreement is set to go into effect after two exchanges of letters — one 
between Lebanon and the U.S., the other between Israel and the U.S.

Israel and Lebanon on Thursday separately signed a U.S.-brokered maritime 
border deal which paves the way for lucrative offshore gas extraction by the 
neighbours that remain technically at war.

The neighboring countries – still formally at war – had been at odds for years 
over an area of the sea off the coast of Israel and Lebanon. 

The area in question touches the Karish oil and gas field and a region known 
as the Qanaa prospect. The deal gives oil and gas rights in the Karish field 
to Israel, while Lebanon gets access to the Qanaa prospect – with Israel 
earning 17% of the profits.

Tensions spiked over the disputed region in the summer, when an Energean 
vessel arrived in the Karish field to develop the gas field, although the rig 
was positioned south of any claimed Lebanese lines.



Hezbollah, the powerful Lebanese Shia militia backed by Iran, sent drones 
towards the rig in July as a “message” to Israel, and threatened to strike the 
rig if it began pumping gas before an agreement was reached.

But a combination of factors pushed Israel and Lebanon to finalize the deal, 
including global demand for natural gas following Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine; the prospect of a deal guaranteeing quiet on Israel’s northern 
border; upcoming elections in Israel; and economically battered Lebanon’s 
need for income.

While Israel is already producing natural gas at nearby fields, what this 
agreement does is that it resolves a territorial dispute in the eastern 
Mediterranean sea, in an area that Lebanon wants to explore for natural 
gas.



Context 
What is Turkey’s latest ‘disinformation’ law?
What have been the various criticisms against the recently passed 
media law by the Erdogan government? Should journalists and online 
news outlets be concerned?

GS-2 
Turkey’s disinformation law



Turkey’s parliament adopted the much-critiqued ‘disinformation law’ that 
accords jail terms of up to three years to social media users and journalists for 
spreading ‘disinformation’.

Critics, including the Venice Commission which is the advisory body to the 
Council of Europe on constitutional matters, have pointed to the unclear 
interpretation of certain crucial terminologies, especially ‘disinformation’.

Turkey already has an unimpressive record pertaining to press freedom. It 
ranks 149 out of 180 in the Press Freedom Index (2022).

Cumulatively known as ‘the disinformation law’, it comprises about 40 articles 
that would amend about 23 different laws. Of the 40, the most contentious is 
Article 29.

It designates it an offence to publicly disseminate misleading information 
about the country’s internal and external security, public order and general 
well-being for the purpose of causing fear or panic among the populace.



The Turkish government has argued that the law would combat cases where 
the internet is used to share illegal content under false names and where 
anonymous accounts slander and defame individuals of differing political 
thought, religion or ethnicity. 

The article introduces a jail term between one and three years for any 
violation with the extension of an additional half of the initially stipulated term 
if the actions are done in anonymity. To implement this law, social media 
platforms could now be asked to hand over user data to Turkish courts.

The law would now recognise news websites as part of mainstream media 
and they would thus have to comply with the same regulations as those for 
newspapers.

This includes taking down reports when flagged by a regulatory authority and 
publishing a refutation on the same hyperlink. 



As per a report of the Journalists’ Union of Turkey, more than 270 journalists 
were put on trial last year, while 57 others were physically assaulted and 54 
news websites and 1,355 articles were blocked.



Over the past three years, over 50% of existing central 
government-sponsored schemes have been discontinued, subsumed, 
revamped or rationalised into other schemes. 

The impact has been varied across Ministries. For example, for the Union 
Ministry of Women and Child Development, there are just three schemes 
now out of 19 schemes, i.e., Mission Shakti, Mission Vatsalya, Saksham 
Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0. Mission Shakti itself replaced 14 schemes 
which included the ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ scheme.

In the case of the Ministry of Animal Husbandry and Dairy, just two schemes 
remain out of 12. Additionally, the Ministry has ended three schemes which 
include Dairying through Cooperatives, National Dairy Plan-II, etc.

Editorial 
The dismal case of slashing schemes and cutting funds



For the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, there are now three out 
of 20 (Krishonnati Yojana, Integrated Scheme on Agricultural Cooperatives 
and the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana), while there is little information on the 
National Project on Organic Farming or the National Agroforestry Policy. 

For schemes that exist, there are challenges such as funding cuts, 
disbursement and utilisation of funds. As of June 2022, ₹1.2 lakh crore of 
funds meant for central government-sponsored schemes are with banks 
which earn interest income for the Centre.

The Nirbhaya fund (2013) with its focus on funding projects to improve the 
public safety of women in public spaces and encourage their participation in 
economic and social activities is an interesting case; ₹1,000 crore was 
allocated to the fund annually (2013-16), and remained largely unspent. 

Yet, a variety of women-focused development schemes across States are 
being turned down or ended. Meanwhile, women continue to face significant 
risks while in public spaces.



Farmers have not been spared either with fertilizer subsidies having been in 
decline over the last few years; actual government spending on fertilizers in 
FY20-21 reached ₹1,27,921 crore. In the FY21-22 Budget, the allocation was 
₹79,529 crore (later revised to ₹1,40,122 crore amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic). In the FY22-23 Budget, the allocation was ₹1,05,222 crore. 

Allocation for NPK fertilizers (nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium) was 35% 
lower than revised estimates in FY21-22. Such budgetary cuts, when fertilizer 
prices have risen sharply after the Ukraine war, have led to fertilizer 
shortages and farmer anguish.

It is the same story with the rural poor. The allocation for the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) went down 
by approximately 25% in the FY22-23 Budget earlier this year, with the 
allocated budget at ₹73,000 crore when compared to the FY21-22 revised 
estimates of ₹98,000 crore.



The Economic Survey 2022-23 has highlighted that demand for the scheme 
was higher than pre-pandemic levels as rural distress continues. 

Anecdotal cases show that actual funding disbursal for MGNREGA has 
often been delayed, leading to a decline in confidence in the scheme. 

The Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan (June 2020, for a period of 125 days) 
sought to provide immediate employment and livelihood opportunities to the 
rural poor; approximately 50.78 crore person days of employment were 
provided at an expenditure of approximately ₹39,293 crore (against an 
announced budget of ₹50,000 crore, Ministry for Rural Development). 

Now to health-care workers. For Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA), 
who are the first responders, there have been delays in salaries for up to six 
months. Regularisation of their jobs continues to be a struggle, with wages 
and honorariums stuck at minimum levels.



There is one more example. Biodiversity has also been ignored. Funding for 
wildlife habitat development under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change has declined: from ₹165 crore ( FY18-19), to ₹124.5 crore 
(FY19-20), to ₹87.6 crore (FY20-21). Allocations for Project Tiger have been 
slashed — ₹323 crore ( FY18-19) to ₹194.5 crore ( FY20-21). A pertinent 
question is about meeting climate change obligations in the face of funding 
cuts.









Answer keys for 27-10-22 PYQs are:
1-a
2-c
3-b
4-b
5-b
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