










Context
With the rapidly declining water table threatening to push many
regions into drought, the Union government has launched a mobile
application – Jaldoot – jointly developed by the Union Ministry of
Rural Development and the Panchayati Raj Ministry to monitor the
underground water levels across the country.
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The app will be used to capture the water level of selected two-three
wells in every village.

The water levels in these open wells will be measured twice a year,
from May 1 to May 31 during the pre-monsoon time, and from
October 1 to October 31 for post-monsoon levels.

The mobile app, will work both in online and offline mode to ensure
that lack of internet connectivity does not come in the way of the
exercise.

The regular data to be input by the ‘Jaldoots’ would be integrated
with the database of the National Water Informatics Centre, which
can be utilised for analysis and help in conservation efforts.



Context
The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has blocked 45 videos
from 10 YouTube channels as they allegedly contained hateful speech
against religious communities and spread communal disharmony.
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The Ministry issued the directions for blocking the videos under the
relevant provisions of the Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelinesand Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021.

The blocked videos had cumulative viewership of over 1.30 crore.

The content included fake news and morphed videos with the intent
to spread hatred among religious communities. Examples include
false claims such as the government has taken away the religious
rights of certain communities; violent threats against religious
communities; declaration ofcivil war in India, etc.

These rules seek to provide compliance of law and a grievance
redressal mechanism for users of social media platforms, messaging
applications, streaming services as also digital news publishers.



Context
Swedish defence major SAAB on Tuesday announced plans to
manufacture its Carl-Gustaf M4 weapon system in India. The
manufacturing would be done by a new fully SAAB-owned subsidiary,
Saab FFV India Pvt. Ltd.
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The Army has been using the iconic Carl-Gustaf since 1976 and
currently operates the Mk2 and Mk3 versions.

The Carl Gustaf has ammunition with varying ranges with a maximum
of 1,500 m. The anti-tank ammunition has a range of 500 m.

The manufacturing set-up is planned to include the M4 weapon
system, key technologies such as carbon fibre winding for M3 and
M4, brand new Fire Control Device launched this year and the M3
barrel assembly.

This is the first time the company will be setting up a manufacturing
facility for this outside Sweden.

The new facility would be partnering with Indian sub-suppliers
which will fulfil the ‘Make in India’ requirements and will also
generate jobs.



Context
Manufacturing continues to be the largest institutional employer in
the country, employing about 38.5% of the workers, according to the
fourth round (January-March 2022) of the Quarterly Employment
Survey (QES), which is a part of the All India Quarterly Establishment
based Employment Survey (AQEES).
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The survey is released by Union Labour Ministery.

Education, manufacturing, trade and financial services together
accounted for 84% of the total estimated units. “Manufacturing
sector accounts for the largest percentage (38.5%) of the total
number of workers, followed by education sector with 21.7%, IT/BPO
sector with 12% and health sector 10.6%

It claimed an increase of about four lakh workers compared with the
third round of QES.

The participation of women workers witnessed a marginal increase 
from 31.6% in the third quarter to 31.8% in the fourth quarter.



Women workers constituted about 52% of the workforce in the health
sector, while the corresponding percentages in education, financial
services and IT/ BPO sectors stood at 44%, 41% and 36%, respectively.

The survey said 86.4% of the workers were regular employees, and
8.7% were contractual employees followed by casual employees
(2.3%) and self-employed (2%).



Context
Listed as endangered by the IUCN, the Nilgiri Sholakili is found in high
altitudes of the Shola forests; wildlife biologist seeks more support for
research to frame policies for the species’ survival.

GS-3 
Nilgiri blue robin



Once believed to be common in the Nilgiris, little is known about the
current population trends of the “shy” inhabitant. This has prompted
conservationists and researchers to call for thorough studies to help
understand and safeguard the species.

Listed as “endangered” by the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the species, otherwise known as the
Nilgiri Sholakili, is primarily found in high altitudes of the Shola
forests in the Nilgiris

The species prefers to live only in highly threatened habitats and
near streams.

Sholakili seems to be highly restricted to only Shola forest habitats,
making it more susceptible to changes in its environment.

This chat-like bird is long-legged and appears chunky with its short
tail and wing.



On August 18, 2022, the Investment Board Nepal signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with India’s National
Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) Limited to develop the West
Seti and Seti River (SR6) projects — a total of 1,200 MW.

Nearly four years have passed since China’s withdrawal from the
project before Nepal decided to grant the project to India.

The decision to involve India is a sign that Nepal is reposing its faith
in India to complete the project. If completed, it is expected to
provide India the much-needed leverage in future hydropower
cooperation.

Editorial 
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India is already involved in the Maharani Treaty (6,480 MW), the
Upper Karnali Project (900 MW) and the Arun Three projects (900
MW) in western and eastern Nepal, respectively.

This will also help India minimise the geopolitical influence of China
and firm its presence in Nepal, considering that the West Seti
Hydroelectric Project was a major Chinese venture under the Belt and
Road Initiative.

It is ironic that despite its huge hydropower potential, Nepal
experiences power shortages during peak time, increasing its
dependence on India to bridge the shortfall.

With an estimated potential of 83,000 MW, Nepal’s electricity exports
to India are expected to increase foreign exchange and address the
power shortage.



Since investment-related constraints have delayed the project, there
needs to be a careful study of investment scenarios, particularly a
conducive investment environment, distribution and transmission
network and cost of resettlement and rehabilitation, at the preliminary
stage.
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