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Context 
Burning of fossil fuels killed over 3 lakh Indians in 2020.

GS-3 
Burning of fossil fuels 



An estimated over 3,30,000 people died in India due to exposure to 
particulate matter from fossil fuel combustion in 2020.

Reported by 2022 report of The Lancet countdown on health and climate 
change: health at the mercy of fossil fuels.

The report adds that from 2000-2004 to 2017-2021, heat-related deaths 
increased by 55% in India.

The new findings presented in the seventh annual global report of the 
Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change also pointed to the fact 
that governments and companies continue to follow strategies that 
increasingly threaten the health and survival of people, and future 
generations.

45% of urban centres in India are classified as moderately green or above.



The report states that in 2021, Indians lost 16,720 crore potential labour 
hours due to heat exposure with income losses equivalent to about 5.4% of 
the national GDP.

Climate change is amplifying the health impacts of multiple crises, the report 
further found that from 2012 to 2021, infants aged under one experienced a 
higher number of heatwave days.

The duration of the growth season for maize has decreased by 2%, 
compared with a 1981-2010 baseline, while rice and winter wheat have each 
decreased by 1%.

Warning that governments are not focusing on the issue as much as 
required, it said that in 2019, India had a net negative carbon price, 
indicating that the government was effectively subsidising fossil fuels.

India allocated a net 34 billion USD [around ₹2,80,000 crore] to this in 2019 
alone, equivalent to 37.5% of the country’s national health spending that 
year.



Biomass accounted for 61% of household energy in 2019, while fossil fuels 
accounted for another 20%. With this high reliance on these fuels, average 
household concentrations of particulate matter exceeded the WHO 
recommendation by 27-fold nationally and 35-fold in rural homes.



Context 
Cyclone Sitrang kills at least 24 people in Bangladesh

GS-3 
Cyclone Sitrang



Cyclonic storm Sitrang was cataloged by IMD as of October 22, 2022. 

During its passage, at least 24 people died and another 8 are missing. In 
Bangladesh, 700,000 people were evacuated from their homes because of 
heavy rains. Damage was also recorded in India.

Within this basin, a tropical cyclone is assigned a name when it is judged to 
have reached Cyclonic Storm intensity with winds of 65 km/h (40 mph). 

The names were selected by a new list from the Regional Specialized 
Meteorological Center in New Delhi by mid year of 2020.

There is no retirement of tropical cyclone names in this basin as the list of 
names is only scheduled to be used once before a new list of names is 
drawn up. 



Context 
India’s exports to China growing faster than inbound shipments PLI 
schemes for different sectors will help reduce dependence on imports 
over time; technical regulations framed for products such as toys, 
electronics, chemicals and fertilizers will check sub-standard imports, 
says government official.

GS-3 
India's export to China 



India’s trade equation with China has been improving in recent years with 
outbound shipments rising faster than imports.

Growth is being driven largely by vital raw materials and to meet demand 
from high-growth sectors such as telecom and power.

China is one of India’s large trading partners, with trade flows between the 
two countries having grown 59% from about $72 billion in 2014-15 (FY15), 
to $115.4 billion in FY22.

Since India-China trade started picking up, the growth in exports to China 
has been much higher than the import growth.

Intermediate goods account for more than a third of India’s imports from 
China, while capital goods constitute another 19.3%, with telecom and 
power sector gear being key drivers, which helped meet domestic demand 
in these fast-expanding sectors.



The major items of import from China are electronic components, computer 
hardware and peripherals, telecom instruments, organic chemicals, 
industrial machinery for dairy, residual chemicals and allied products, 
electronic instruments, bulk drugs and intermediates.

The production-linked incentive schemes for different sectors will help 
reduce the dependence on such imports over time, even as technical 
regulations framed for products such as toys, electronics, chemicals and 
fertilizers will check sub-standard imports.



Context 
Ethiopia: its past and current challenges.
How did the east African nation transition from a monarchy to its current 
makeup of a ‘federated Ethiopia’? What has led to the multiple insurgencies 
in Tigray, the northern part of the country? How are China and India operating 
in the country?

GS-2 
Ethiopia: it's past and current challenges 



The first formal African Union-led peace talks between an Ethiopian 
government team and Tigray forces, in South Africa have started from 
October 24.

The history of conflict in Ethiopia starts from the modern period from around 
the 1850s to the present.

During this time, there was a mix of warfare and nation-building under the 
reigns of the emperors, notably Menelik and later Haile Selassie, to the 
regime of Mengistu Haile Mariam, and later the Transitional Government of 
Ethiopia (TGE) under soldier-politician Meles Zenawi beginning 1991.

While with the term of Abiy Ahmed, the long-drawn conflict over nearly 20 
years may have ended, ethnic politics and economic hurdles have not 
stopped.

In 2020, a year after Mr. Ahmed was awarded the Nobel Prize, Tigray in the 
north erupted in conflict against government forces, triggering charges of 
Ethiopia’s gruesome human rights violations against Tigrayans.



The ethnic conflict, and several others preceding it, spotlight the rich, yet 
troubled history of Ethiopia which stands out in the African continent.

From its origins in the Aksumite kingdom and a successor line of kings 
which eventually led to the ‘Solomonic line’, to a period of ethnic migrations 
marked by warfare, Ethiopia was an imperial state that gradually weakened 
over the course of the next two centuries with the emergence of regional 
and religious rivalries.

It was during the Menelik reign that Ethiopia grew in size, with his moment 
of glory being the defeat of an Italian invasion force that was attempting to 
colonise the country. The first Italo-Ethiopian war and the Battle of Adwa 
(1895-1896) was a watershed moment in continental history that marked the 
defeat of a colonial force.

The spectrum of political, economic, and security problems that confronted 
Meles Zenawi (Ethiopia) and Isaias Afwerki (Eritrea) paved the way for a 
strategy that essentially incorporated reconciliation and democratisation, 
social and economic development, and, importantly, ties with the western 
world.



Some of the issues the TGE confronted were the addressing of human rights 
records and rehabilitating a vast band of ‘armed forces’ and former military 
personnel which resulted in clashes between government forces, former 
soldiers and insurgent groups. There was a refugee issue too, of a south 
Sudanese presence in the western Ethiopian region.

How ethnic tensions result from power play. The Tigrayans, trying to control 
the country, and who form about 6% of the population, consider Tigray to be 
the cradle of Ethiopian civilisation, and therefore the heirs of the culture. The 
Amhara, the country’s second-largest group, have dominated Ethiopian 
politics. And the Oromo, the country’s largest group, express discontentment 
over land issues.

Chinese presence is prominent in infrastructure creation such as buildings, 
roads and bridges and even in rail linking and creating port access. In 
contrast, the Indian presence, which strengthened during the Haile Selassie 
era, is seen more in human resources such as the education services. 



Amidst the ‘focus’ on ‘unity amidst ‘diversity’, the Abiy government once again 
confronts conflicts between the country’s ethnic factions: Amhara and the 
Tigrayan conflicts over territory, Oromo groups and the brutality of militias 
against the Amhara.

Also linked to the Tigrayan tensions is the mega hydroproject on the Blue 
Nile, the 6,450 MW Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, or GERD , which will 
be Africa’s largest hydroelectric facility.

It is a few hundred kilometres away from the Tigrayan border and upstream 
and east of the border with Sudan. There is a threat of regional disquiet with 
Sudan and Egypt which depend on the Nile and fear restrictions to water use.

The conflict with Tigray worries the world as it could spill beyond the borders 
and ignite a crisis in north-east Africa.



Context 
Rishi Sunak becomes Britain’s first non-white Prime Minister
The 42-year-old former Chancellor of the Exchequer is of Indian descent; he 
vows to fix ‘mistakes’ committed by former PM Liz Truss; Labour Party 
leader tweets that he has ‘no mandate and the British people have had no 
say’.

GS-2 
Rishi Sunak becomes British PM



The United Kingdom, got its first-ever non-white Prime Minister in Rishi 
Sunak, the former Chancellor of the Exchequer and Britain’s youngest Prime 
Minister in recent times.

Mr. Sunak, 42, is of Indian descent and was born to parents who migrated to 
Britain from East Africa. 

Mr. Sunak is married to an Indian citizen, Akshata Murty, who is the daughter 
of Infosys founder N.R. Narayana Murthy, and they have two daughters.

India’s bilateral relations with the U.K. may well be poised to see greater 
two-way exchanges as Rishi Sunak was installed as Britain’s first 
Indian-origin Prime Minister.



There are three countries in which the West in general and the U.S. in 
particular would like to see regime change: Iran, Russia and China. Iran is 
the most promising; China, the least.

Once the Ayatollahs took over Iran in 1979, they demanded handover of the 
Shah from America where he had taken refuge. The U.S. refused and the 
Islamist students took over the American embassy in Tehran, holding the 
diplomats hostage for 444 days.

Ever since, the relations between Washington and Tehran have been 
extremely unfriendly.

During the eight-year-long Iran-Iraq war, the Americans were clearly on Iraq’s 
side, which gave further cause to the Iranians to hate the US.

Editorial 
Betting on change: an American dream 



Iran’s nuclear programme has been the subject of prolonged negotiations 
between the U.S. and Iran.

America had no objection per se in Iran having nuclear weapons so long as 
Shah was in power; indeed, they set up several nuclear plants in Iran. Once 
the mullahs declared their determination to drive Israel into the sea, the 
Americans had no choice but to pressure Iran to give up its nuclear 
programme and to impose stringent economic sanctions against it. 

There were opportunities to reach an agreement on this festering issue, but 
they were not seized. Mr. Trump denounced the nuclear deal worked out by 
President Obama; he too had little choice in the face of Israel’s stubborn 
opposition to any deal with Iran.

The U.S. is looking at the current wave of protests in Iran as an opportunity to 
bring the regime down. Even the Iranian oil industry has joined in the 
protests. 

Tehran accuses the U.S. as being behind the protests sparked by the death 
of an Iranian woman during police custody. 



As for Russia, President Biden publicly called for Mr. Putin’s removal.

The war has gone extremely badly so far for Mr. Putin. He too is facing 
humiliation and has repeatedly threatened to use nuclear weapons. His 
counter sanctions against the West by denying energy supplies to them are 
unlikely to produce change of behaviour just as the Western sanctions have 
not worked in making Mr. Putin sue for peace. 

China is a different story. The Chinese Communist Party, with its 90 million 
members, is firmly, though perhaps not too comfortably, entrenched.

Its economy is the second largest in the world. Its military, growing more 
powerful by the day, is well disciplined.

What sustains the CCP is its remarkable feat in reducing poverty and 
improving the living standards of the people. So long as the party can 
increase prosperity, it is safe. Hence, the economic war with China which 
Mr. Trump started and Mr. Biden is continuing and ratcheting up almost 
every week.









Answer keys for 25-10-22 PYQs are:
1-d
2-c
3-c
4-c
5-c
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