








Context
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar visited the United Nations this
week, and on Thursday, he met with his counterparts from
Germany, Brazil and Japan under The Group of Four (G4) banner
following the BRICS meeting. The group is primarily focused on UN
Security Council (UNSC) reform, and permanent membership for G4
members

GS-2 
Urgent need for 

reform in UN 
Council: G4 
countries



G4 is a group of countries that are seeking permanent membership of
the United NationsSecurity Council (UNSC).

Africa needs to be represented in both the permanent and non-
permanent categories of UNSC to correct the historical injustice against
this continent with regard to its under-representation in the Security
Council.

It is demanded to make UNSC more effective and representative,
increase the number of permanent (from 5 to 11) and non-permanent
(from 10 to 14) seats.



For Permanent seat :Two from African States; Two from Asian States; 
One from Latin American and Caribbean States ; One from Western 
European and Other States.

For Non Permanent seat: One from African States ; One from Asian 
States ; One from Eastern European States ; One from Latin American 
and Caribbean State

Election is demanded to be held 



Context 
The death of Kurdish woman Mahsa Amini, 22, in police custody, last 
week after her arrest by the Islamic Republic's feared morality police 
for allegedly wearing a hijab headscarf in an “improper” way, and 
news of her death sparked widespread outrage.

GS-2 
Iran’s Unrest



Since the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Iran has imposed a mandatory dress
code for women which requires women in Iran to wear a headscarf.
Additionally, the rules mandate women to wear loose fitting clothing to
disguise their figure in public.

Iran has a dedicated police force called the "Gasht-e-Ershad" whose job 
is to ensure that women in Iran wear clothes as mandated by Iranian 
law.

Punishments for such violations often include a fine, a prison sentence, 
or even public flogging.



Hijab Laws in Other Islamic Nations

Indonesia- Despite being a Muslim majority country, women in
Indonesia have absolute autonomy to decide what they want to wear.
There is no law that mandates wearing hijab in public.

Afghanistan- Since the Taliban’s takeover, women in Afghanistan are
required to wear a burqa and remain under veil in public.

Saudi Arabia- Women in Saudi Arabia are supposed to wear abayas - a
loose-fitting dress that is worn alongside a hijab or a burqa. The law
mandates women to wear abayas in all places where they can be seen
by men not related to them.

Qatar- In Qatar, law does not mandate women to wear a hijab but they 
are expected to dress modestly and not offend the values of local 
community.



Context
A district court in Varanasi on Thursday (September 22) allowed a
petition seeking carbon dating of the structure inside the Gyanvapi
mosque that the Hindu side has claimed is a ‘Shivling’. The court has
issued notices to other parties wanting to know whether they have
any objection to carbon dating.

GS-3 
Carbon dating 
for Gyanvapi 

Mosque 



Carbon dating is a widely-used method applied to establish the age of
organic material, things that were once living. Living things have
carbon in them in various forms. The dating method makes use of the
fact that a particular isotope of carbon called C-14, with an atomic
mass of 14, is radioactive, and decays at a rate that is well known.

The most abundant isotope of carbon in the atmosphere is carbon-12 
or a carbon atom whose atomic mass is 12. A very small amount of 
carbon-14 is also present. The ratio of carbon-12 to carbon-14 in the 
atmosphere is almost static, and is known.

Plants and animals get their carbon from the atmosphere, they too 
acquire carbon-12 and carbon-14 isotopes in roughly the same 
proportion as is available in the atmosphere.



When they die, carbon-12 is stable and does not decay, while carbon-
14 is radioactive. Carbon-14 reduces to one-half of itself in about
5,730 years. This is what is known as its ‘half-life’.

Carbon dating cannot be used to determine the age of non-living
things, like rocks, for example. Also, the age of things that are more
than 40,000-50,000 years cannot be arrived at through carbon dating.

If there are organic materials, dead plants or insects trapped beneath 
the rock, they can give an indication of when that rock, or any other 
thing, had reached that place.



Context
India’s ethanol production for blending with petrol has soared
from 38 crore litres in 2013-14 to an estimated 450 crore litres
in the current 2021-22. And achieving 20 per cent blending by
2025-26 projected at 1,016 crore litres by NITI Aayog, a new
logistics challenge is emerging — moving this alternative fuel
from distilleries to blending depots and retail points.

GS-3 
Burning fuel to 

carry fuel 



Currently, the entire quantity of ethanol is being transported by road 
on truck-tankers.

Not only is this costly, but will amount to burning fuel to move fuel
and result in greenhouse gas emissions of around 76 million tonnes.

The government should consider alternative options for ethanol
movement, including through dedicated pipelines, rail tank wagons
and ferries/steamers in coastal areas.

Brazil has 14 oil refineries and 354 ethanol distilleries that supply to
170 fuel depots all over the country. The movement of fuel and
ethanol to the depots is entirely through pipelines, rail or coastal
ships.



Indian cities, by and large, are very poor in executing urban projects.

Bengaluru scored 55.67 out of 100 in the Quality-of-Life metric in the 
Centre for Science and Environment’s Ease of Living Index 2020.

Delhi being the nation’s capital — scored 57.56, while Bhubaneswar 
could tally 11.57 on the Economic Ability parameter of the index.

In the West, the Garden City movement (initiated by Ebenezer 
Howard in 1898) with a push for providing healthier living spaces for 
factory workers.

The ideal garden city was planned on a concentric pattern with open 
spaces, public parks and boulevards, housing 32,000 people on 6,000 
acres, linked to a central city with over 50,000 people. Once a garden 
city reached maximum capacity, another city would be developed 
nearby.

Editorial 
Renewing our cities 



London has a metropolitan green belt around the city, covering
5,13,860 hectares of land, to offset pollution and congestion and
maintain biodiversity.

A city planned for pedestrians, instead of cars and motors. This
requires an extensive usage of mixed-use developments, along with
investment in pedestrian infrastructure and non-motorised transport
zones.

On look at satellite map imagery, India’s urban growth is increasingly 
haphazard, with informal, unplanned and sprawling neighbourhoods 
developing in paddy fields and along linear infrastructure.

Outdated planning practices have meant that land utilisation is poor.








