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Context 
Britain is about to get its third Prime Minister in three months, with Prime 
Minister Liz Truss, who faced growing pressure from Conservative MPs, 
announcing that she will quit the post.

GS-2 
UK to get 3rd PM



Liz Truss became Prime Minister on a promise to open a new era of growth 
by shaking up Britain’s economy. But the tumult that resulted was not 
exactly what she had in mind: Markets recoiled, the pound currency dived,

Ms. Truss, 47, was forced to quit after an ill-conceived economic stimulus 
plan she drew up caused economic and political chaos and wiped out her 
support in the Conservative Party.

The low-tax, low-regulation economic policies that got Truss elected by her 
party proved disastrous in the real world at a time of soaring inflation and 
weak growth.



Context 
Competition panel imposes ₹1,338-cr. penalty on Google.

GS-3 
Penalty on Google 



The Competition Commission of India (CCI) on Thursday imposed a 
₹1,337.76-crore penalty on Google for “abusing its dominant position in 
multiple markets in the Android mobile device ecosystem”.

Issuing a “cease and desist” order, the CCI also directed Google to modify 
its conduct within a timeline. It added that original equipment manufacturers 
(OEMs) should not be forced to pre-install a bouquet of applications.

The matter pertains to the Android operating system (OS) acquired by 
Google in 2005. The CCI examined various practices of Google with 
respect to its licensing and various proprietary mobile applications, including 
Play Store, Google Search, Google Chrome, YouTube, etc.

Five relevant markets in India — for licensable OS for smart mobile devices, 
app store, general web search services, non-OS specific mobile web 
browsers and online video hosting platform — were delineated for the 
purpose.



Google argued about the “competitive constraints being faced from Apple” in 
terms of the respective OS ecosystems. The CCI noted that Apple’s business 
was primarily based on a vertically integrated smart device ecosystem that 
focused on sale of high-end smart devices.

“Whereas Google’s business was found to be driven by the ultimate intent of 
increasing users on its platforms so that they interact with its revenue 
earning service i.e., online search which directly affects sale of online 
advertising services by Google,” 



Context 
Interpol launches metaverse for global law enforcement.

GS-3 
Interpol launches metaverse



The Interpol unveiled the first-ever ‘metaverse’ specifically designed for law 
enforcement worldwide.

The Interpol metaverse allows the registered users to take a virtual tour of its 
General Secretariat headquarters in France’s Lyon, interact with other 
officers via their avatars, and even take training courses in forensic 
investigation and other policing skills.

The facility is being provided through the global police organisation’s secure 
cloud.

The Interpol also announced the creation of an expert group on the 
metaverse to represent the concerns of law enforcement on the global stage 
and ensure that the new virtual world was secure by design. 



Context 
The Army, which has made three tranches of Emergency Procurements 
(EP) in the last few years, is preparing for a fourth round of EP which will 
be entirely from the domestic industry.

GS-3 
Army's emergency procurement 



“Emergency Procurements are done to address critical operational 
requirements.

Three tranches of EPs were executed under which 68 contracts worth ₹6,000 
crore were placed.

Emergency financial powers were granted to the armed forces by the 
Defence Ministry in the past under which they could procure weapons 
systems up to ₹300 crores on an “urgent basis without any further clearances 
to cut short the procurement cycle.”

The Russia-Ukraine war taught us lot of lessons, the Army Chief said on 
becoming self-reliant. Not just maintenance and spares but also in terms of 
new acquisitions.

the Army is working on indigenisation of ammunition while looking for 
alternate sources with regard to spares.



Context 
Eight wildlife scientists have raised concerns over the Central government’s 
move to introduce African cheetahs in India.

GS-3
Bringing African Cheetah is an ill advised 

move



The scientists, in an article titled “Introducing African cheetahs to India is an 
ill-advised conservation attempt”, published in Nature Ecology and 
Evolution, said that there are unknown ecological, disease-related and 
genetic risks involved in replacing Asiatic cheetahs with the larger cheetahs 
from southern Africa.

Last month, eight cheetahs from Namibia were airlifted to India and 
released in the Kuno National Park by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The authors of the article, said that India’s plan is based on three 
unsubstantiated claims — that cheetahs have run out of space in Africa; 
that India currently has sufficient and suitable space for them; and that 
conservation translocations have been successful in wild cheetah range 
restoration efforts.

The lead author of the article, said that the government plan ignores crucial 
scientific findings from important, recent demographic studies on 
free-ranging cheetahs.



This can prove to be a costly mistake because the cheetah carrying 
capacities assumed in the plan relies entirely on projections made from a 
single, likely flawed, density estimate from Namibia from over a decade 
ago.

Despite massive investments made in counting tigers at a country-wide 
scale, on account of taking a similarly truncated view of abundance 
estimation science, India’s recent, official claims of doubling tiger numbers 
over a 12-year period quickly became scientifically indefensible.

It was advisable to prepare a completely revised, rigorous, fully 
science-based action plan if India were to proceed with the idea of 
introducing cheetahs in the future.

A project such as this requires genuine consultations and collaboration with 
the best intellectual capacity in the country.



The feverish focus on crop stubble burning has returned to India’s public 
discourse. 

The root cause of stubble burning can be traced back to the 1960s-70s, 
when to meet the urgent challenge of feeding its rapidly growing population, 
India introduced several measures as part of its Green Revolution.

The Green Revolution transformed the way agriculture was practised, 
especially in Punjab and Haryana. The economics of high-yielding varieties 
of paddy and wheat, supported by a guaranteed buyer (the government) 
and minimum support prices led to a crop duopoly oriented solely around 
increasing caloric intakes, supplanting the earlier diversity of crops grown in 
the region.

Editorial 
Addressing north India's Burning issue sustainably 



The introduction of subsidies for electricity and fertilizers, and ease of 
access for credit in agriculture only served to cement this duopoly. 

This transition to a two-crop agricultural praxis, while filling godowns and 
feeding mouths, has been depleting the water table, increasing pesticide 
and fertilizer use exponentially. It has also led to the consolidation of small 
farms into larger landholdings.

In an attempt to address the growing water crisis, the Punjab and Haryana 
governments introduced laws around water conservation, encouraging 
farmers to look to the monsoon rather than groundwater to irrigate their 
crops. 

The shortened harvesting season that arose resulting from a not clearly 
thought-out policy move brought about the need for farmers to rapidly clear 
their fields between the kharif and rabi crops; the quickest of these ways 
was to burn off the remaining stubble post-harvest.



The repercussion of stubble burning is felt all through the Indo-Gangetic 
Plain (IGP) airshed, where what is burned in Punjab and Haryana has an 
impact on air quality all the way down to Bihar and West Bengal. 

studies showing a large contribution of stubble burning emissions on winter 
air quality in the National Capital Region, the demand for governments to 
act on this seemingly avoidable practice translated initially into a 
criminalisation of the act.

A series of short-term ex-situ and in-situ solutions have been rolled out by 
the Union and State governments. In-situ solutions include happy seeders 
and bio-decomposers, while the ex-situ solutions include collecting and 
using stubble as fuel in boilers, to produce ethanol, or to simply burn away 
alongside coal in thermal power plants.

Economic incentives to reduce burning have also been tested with limited 
success. With crores invested in these solutions over the last five years, 
we have yet to see any significant improvement in the situation.









Answer keys for 20-10-22 PYQs are:
1-b
2-b
3-c
4-d
5-b
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