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Context 
China once again blocked proposals by India and the U.S. to designate 
Pakistan-based terrorists on the UN Security Council’s 1267 list of terror 
entities.

GS-2 
China blocks proposals at UNSC



The listings for Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) founder Hafiz Saeed’s son Talha 
Saeed and Shahid Mehmood, deputy chief of a front for the LeT named the 
Falah I Insaniyat Foundation (FIF), were made by New Delhi and 
Washington jointly. 

They submitted in the proposals that Talha Saeed and Mehmood were 
wanted for procuring funds and recruitment for the LeT/ JuD 
(Jamaat-ud-Dawa), the group behind the 26/11 Mumbai attacks and other 
terror attacks in India.

China placed a hold on both in quick succession at the UNSC.

The moves came even as UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres visited 
the memorial site for the 26/11 attacks in Mumbai and called for “global 
cooperation” on terror.



The 1267 committee that was set up in 1999 (updated in 2011 and 2015) 
allows any UN member state to propose adding the name of a terrorist or 
terror group to a consolidated list, maintained by the Committee, that has 
affiliations to Al Qaeda and ISIS. 

If any member of the Committee, which comprises all members of the UN 
Security Council, places a hold on the listing or objects outright to it, the 
listing cannot be adopted.

As a permanent member of the UNSC, China can do this any number of 
times as its term doesn’t run out, and it carries a veto vote.

The Committee is bound to resolve all such pending issues within six 
months, but can allow extensions, meaning that technically at the end of the 
six-month period, the “holding” country has to decide whether to accept the 
listing or place a permanent objection to it. 



Since 2001, China has placed holds on a number of listing proposals 
relating mainly to Pakistan-based groups and their leaders, given the close 
bilateral ties between the two countries. 

Most notable was China’s objections to the listing of JeM founder Masood 
Azhar. Azhar was released from prison by India in 1999 and handed over to 
terrorists in return for hostages onboard Indian Airlines flight IC-814, which 
should have left little doubt about Azhar’s own status as a terrorist.



Context
Nurture diversity by condemning hate speech unequivocally: UN chief
Guterres says that diversity is a richness that makes India stronger, adds 
concrete actions should be taken in support of rights and freedoms of 
journalists, activists, students and academics.

GS-2 
Nurture diversity by condemning hate 

speech



India was re-elected on October 13 to the UN Human Rights Council but the 
country’s recent human rights record has received criticism from a number of 
UN experts who have called upon New Delhi to ensure the safety of human 
rights activists, journalists and student 

Making a strong pitch for the protection of human rights and pluralism in 
India, UN Secretary-General António Guterres on Wednesday urged Indians 
to condemn hate speech. 

Mr. Guterres praised India’s non-violent struggle for Independence from 
colonial rule. He said the upcoming Presidency of India at the G-20 will 
provide an opportunity for highlighting the “values and vision of the 
developing world”.



Context 
Centre to promote destinations in 15 States as part of Swadesh Darshan 2.

GS-3 
Swadesh Darshan 2



Prayagraj, Chitrakoot, and Gwalior are among the cities identified in 15 States 
across the country to be promoted as part of India’s new domestic tourism policy 
which moves away from theme-based tourist circuits and focuses on revving up 
destination tourism.

Fifteen States are part of the first phase which include Madhya Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, and Maharashtra. Two destinations from 
each State have been identified, sources in the Ministry of Tourism.

The initiative is being taken as part of the first phase of the ‘Swadesh Darshan 2’.

Some of the prominent places identified are Jhansi and Prayagraj in Uttar 
Pradesh, Gwalior, Chitrakoot and Khajuraho in Madhya Pradesh and Ajanta and 
Ellora in Maharashtra.



The Swadesh Darshan scheme is 100% centrally funded. The scheme has 
been revamped with the mantra of “vocal for local”, it was essentially aimed 
at targeting domestic tourists.

The Swadesh Darshan Scheme was launched by the Centre in 2014-15 for 
the integrated development of theme-based tourist circuits. Under the 
scheme, the Ministry of Tourism provides financial assistance to State 
governments, Union Territory Administrations or Central Agencies for 
development of tourism infrastructure in the country.

“To create jobs including self-employment for local communities, to 
enhance the skills of local youth in tourism and hospitality, to increase 
private sector investment in tourism and hospitality and to preserve and 
enhance local cultural and natural resources,” 



Context 
Tamil Nadu launches mission to save critically endangered vultures.

GS-3 
Mission to save critically endangered 

Vultures 



Alarmed at the 96% decline in India’s vulture population between 1993 and 
2003, the Central government put into place two action plans to protect the 
species at the national level — the first in 2006 and the second, ongoing 
plan for 2020-2025.

One of the important action points in this nationwide plan is the formation of 
State-level committees to save the critically endangered population of 
vultures.

The Tamil Nadu Government formed a State-level Committee to set up an 
institutional framework for the effective conservation of vultures, which 
almost went extinct in the country at the beginning of the 21st century. 

In Tamil Nadu, four species of vultures are found — the Oriental 
white-backed vulture, the long-billed vulture, the red-headed vulture, and the 
Egyptian vulture. 



The first three are residents and can be found in the landscapes of the 
Nilgiris and Sathyamangalam.

There is evidence of Egyptian vulture breeding only at one site in 
Dharmapuri.

Vultures play a key role as nature’s scavengers, keeping the environment 
clean. Their social and ecological significance cannot be underestimated,“It 
is the last level scavenger.”



Context 
The Japanese government ordered an immediate investigation into the 
Unification Church, a religious group that has come under scrutiny after the 
assassination of the country’s former Premier Shinzo Abe.

GS-2 
Japan's unification of 

Church



The Unification Church is a religious group, often described as a ‘cult’ by 
critics. Members were recruited in Japan through door-to-door campaigns, 
engaging relatives of existing members, railway station drives and university 
campaigns.

After Mr. Abe’s assasination, an internal probe by the ruling LDP found that 
179 of 379 lawmakers of the party had ties with the church. This subseqently 
pushed Mr. Kishida’s approval ratings to record lows and forced a cabinet 
reshuffle.

The Japanese government ordered an immediate investigation into the 
Unification Church, a religious group that has come under scrutiny after the 
assassination of the country’s former Premier Shinzo Abe.

The Church, known for its ultra-conservative and anti-communist views, first 
expanded its international reach in Japan in the late 1950s and early 1960s. 



Reverend Moon, who died in 2012, was a self-declared messiah who tapped 
into the Japanese demographic by invoking traditional family values and 
leveraging a feeling of guilt over the country’s past colonisation of the 
Korean Peninsula.

Former followers of the Church have come out over the decades as victims 
of brainwashing and monetary exploitation.

In 1968, Mr. Moon established the Federation for Victory Over Communism, 
the Chruch’s political wing, and during the Cold War, used the 
anti-communist sentiment to get into the circles of global political leaders 
including those in Japan and the U.S.



There is one country that is at the centre of regional diplomacy, Turkey. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has rebuilt bridges with Israel by 
meeting its Prime Minister Yair Lapid on the sidelines of the United Nations 
General Assembly.

It retains its tough posture on Sweden’s membership of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), insisting on the repatriation of Kurdish leaders, 
described as “terrorists”, who are enjoying sanctuary in the Nordic capital. 
And, it maintains its confrontation with fellow NATO member, Greece.

Editorial 
Turkish foreign policy,  the East-West divide



Turkey is concerned about expanding ties between Greece and the United 
States;Two other areas of dispute are Cyprus and the East Mediterranean.

Turkey concluded an energy agreement with the Tripoli-based Libyan 
government for joint exploration of hydrocarbon resources in the East 
Mediterranean.

Turkey has affirmed that it is the only NATO member which can engage with 
Russia and mediate in the Ukraine war.

Russian-Turkish ties, though marked by important differences on Armenia, 
Syria, Libya and the East Mediterranean, remain substantial and mutually 
advantageous. They are marked by significant Russian investments and 
financial transfers to Turkish banks, including a $15 billion transfer from 
Russia’s nuclear company, Rosatom, to its Turkish partner to purchase the 
required equipment for the Akkuyu nuclear power plant and avoid sanctions. 
Turkey’s exports to Russia have increased 75% over the last year, even as it 
has emerged as a major importer of Russian energy. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has reciprocated by proposing that Turkey become a hub for 
supplies of Russian gas to Europe.



Turkey has also indicated its interest in membership of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO).

Turkey’s diverse diplomatic forays are bewildering: mired in serious 
economic crises, with inflation well over 80%, and facing a tough general 
election in June next year.

At the global level, Mr. Erdoğan has positioned Turkey at the centre of the 
East-West divide, reaping benefits from both sides, but fully committing to 
neither of them.









Answer keys for 19-10-22 PYQs are:
1-a
2-c
3-b
4-b
5-d
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