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Context 
About 41.5 crore Indians out of multi-dimensional poverty since 2005-06. 
India has by far the largest number of poor people worldwide at 22.8 crore, 
followed by Nigeria at 9.6 crore. There were also 9.7 crore poor children in 
India in 2019-2021.

GS-2 
Multidimensional poverty 



About 41.5 crore people exited poverty in India during the 15-year period 
between 2005-06 and 2019-21, out of which two-third exited in the first 10 
years, and one-third in the next five years, according to the global 
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI).

The report produced by the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) 
shows that the incidence of poverty fell from 55.1% in 2005-06 to 16.4% in 
2019-21 in the country and that deprivations in all 10 MPI indicators saw 
significant reductions as a result of which the MPI value and incidence of 
poverty more than halved.

Improvement in MPI for India has significantly contributed to the decline in 
poverty in South Asia and it is for the first time that it is not the region with 
the highest number of poor people, at 38.5 crore, compared with 57.9 crore 
in Sub-Saharan Africa.



The global MPI constructs a deprivation profile of each household and 
person through 10 indicators spanning health, education and standard of 
living. All indicators are equally weighted within each dimension. The global 
MPI identifies people as multidimensionally poor if their deprivation score is 
1/3 or higher.

Bihar, the poorest State in 2015-2016, saw the fastest reduction in MPI 
value in absolute terms. The incidence of poverty there fell from 77.4% in 
2005-2006 to to 34.7% in 2019-2021.

India has by far the largest number of poor people worldwide at 22.8 crore, 
followed by Nigeria at 9.6 crore. Two-third of these people live in a 
household in which at least one person is deprived in nutrition. There were 
also 9.7 crore poor children in India in 2019-2021 — more than the total 
number of poor people, children and adults combined, in any other country 
covered by the global MPI.



Context 
PM Modi inaugurates ‘One Nation, One Fertilizer’ scheme.

GS-2 
One Nation one Fertilizer 



Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday inaugurated 600 Kisan Samridhi 
Kendras and ‘One Nation, One Fertilizer’ scheme and said that these 
steps were being taken to modernise agriculture.

The Kisan Samridhi Kendras would function as helping centres for farmers 
in this process.

He said that earlier urea factories in the country were closed down to 
benefit importers and added that after 2014, the government took several 
steps and now the country was marching towards self sustenance in liquid 
nano urea production. “Nano urea will help farmers to address the issue of 
scarcity,”

The fertilizers would be rebranded as “Bharat” to help farmers and it would 
reduce the prices of major fertilizers as transportation cost would be 
regulated.



Context 
Interpol has no role in curbing state-sponsored terrorism, says official. 
Secretary-General Jürgen Stock said that less than 1% of illicit financial flows 
are intercepted by the organisation and cryptos are being increasingly used 
to move proceeds of crime.

GS-3 
Interpol



Interpol Secretary-General Jürgen Stock on Monday said the international 
criminal police organisation was not playing any role in curbing 
state-sponsored terrorism and it focussed primarily on ordinary law crimes.

The Interpol had been developing a global early warning system for 
collection and sharing of terrorism-related inputs. The organisation had done 
so successfully as part of the global coalition to defeat Daesh.

The Interpol had one of the biggest repositories on information related to the 
foreign terrorist hideouts and tools for helping the member-countries identify, 
target and arrest terrorists. 

On the illicit financial flows, the Secretary-General said less than 1% of the 
funds could be intercepted and recovered by enforcement agencies. 
Criminal gangs also used cryptocurrencies to move proceeds of crime and 
evade detection.



The Interpol’s global stop-payment mechanism, an anti-money laundering 
rapid response protocol, had helped the member-countries recover over 
$60 million in the past 10 months. “Our Global Crime Trend Report also 
highlighted the massive increase in online child sexual exploitation and 
abuse.” The Interpol’s International Child Sexual Exploitation database 
helped investigators identify an average of seven child abuse victims every 
day. So far, 30,000 victims had been identified worldwide.



Context 
The reported recommendation of the Parliamentary Committee on Official 
Language to use Hindi as the medium of instruction in Central institutions 
of higher education in Hindi-speaking States and regional languages in 
other States has once again ignited controversy.

GS-2 
Hindi imposition and it's 

discontent 



The origin of the linguistic row goes back to the debate on official languages. 
In the Constituent Assembly, Hindi was voted as the official language by a 
single vote. 

However, it added that English would continue to be used as an associate 
official language for 15 years. The Official Languages Act came into effect 
on the expiry of this 15-year period in 1965.

This was the background in which the anti-Hindi agitation took place.

In 1959, Jawaharlal Nehru had given an assurance in Parliament that 
English would continue to be in use as long as non-Hindi speaking people 
wanted it.

Tamil Nadu has had a long history of agitations against “Hindi imposition”.

At different points in time, leaders, starting from Jawaharlal Nehru in the 
mid-1950s, assured the people of Tamil Nadu that there would be no 
“imposition” of Hindi. 



However, in recent years, be it the National Education Policy or reports of 
English signage on National Highways in the State getting replaced with 
Hindi signage, the political class of the State had overwhelmingly expressed 
its reservations. 

The reiteration of the age-old assurance by the Central government coupled 
with the promise of the promotion of other Indian languages have barely 
mollified the protesters.

The essence of the Official Languages Act, 1963, is to provide something to 
each of the differing groups to meet its objections and safeguard its 
position.

English, as a medium of instruction in all technical and non-technical 
institutions, will be permitted only where it is absolutely essential, as the 
idea is to replace the language gradually with Hindi in those institutions.



While IITs, IIMs and All India Institute of Medical Sciences are considered 
technical institutions, Kendriya Vidyalayas and Navodaya Vidyalayas fall 
under the other category. 

The committee has recommended the removal of English as one of the 
languages in examinations held for recruitment to the Central services. It 
has stated that the requisite knowledge of Hindi among candidates should 
also be ensured.



Context 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has mandated the tokenisation of 
credit/debit cards for online merchants from October 1.

GS-3 
Tokenisation to prevent online card fraud 



Tokenisation “refers to the replacement of actual card details with an 
alternative code called the ‘token’, which shall be unique for a combination of 
card and the token requestor (i.e. the entity which accepts the request from 
the customer for tokenisation of a card and passes it on to the card network 
to issue a corresponding token).”

The RBI says that a tokenised card transaction is considered safer as the 
actual card details are not shared with the merchant.

When one uses a mobile app or a website for online purchases, the 
merchant can, on your behalf but only with your explicit consent, raise a 
request for a token with the card issuing bank or the card network such as 
MasterCard.



 When you visit a restaurant, or even an ATM machine, it is possible for 
card thieves to clone your card with a skimmer, a gadget that quietly reads 
the magnetic strip at the back of your card. Similarly, hackers can also 
break into online websites and mobile apps that store your credit card 
details. Such data breaches could give con artists access to millions of 
cards in one go which are then sold on the dark web.

To help lessen the chances of such fraud, some banks have mandated the 
use of an OTP delivered to your registered mobile number to withdraw cash 
at ATMs. 

Other banks have enabled the use of their mobile app to allow cash 
withdrawal without the physical use of cards. 

Some credit card-issuing banks allow limits that you can set up yourself, per 
day, per transaction, etc on the bank’s app. The tokenisation mandate of the 
RBI is a similar exercise in caution.



A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court has unanimously held that a 
judgment delivered by a larger Bench will prevail over the decision of a 
smaller Bench, irrespective of the number of judges constituting the majority 
in the larger Bench.

The decision of a superior court will always be binding on a lower court and 
that the decision of a larger Bench will always hold force over a smaller 
Bench of the same court. 

This canon of law seeks to ensure that there is stability and consistency in 
the decisions of the court. This principle stems from the assumption that a 
Bench with more strength is more likely to arrive at a correct decision.

Editorial 
Judicial coming over arithmetic



A vast majority of cases before the Supreme Court is heard and decided by 
a Bench of two judges (Division Bench) or three (full Bench). It is a settled 
position that a Bench of equal strength cannot overrule or reconsider a 
decision of a coordinate Bench; it can, at best, doubt the correctness of it. 
Whenever there is doubt or conflict between decisions of co-equal Benches, 
it is referred to the Chief Justice of India and this is where larger Benches 
are constituted. The larger Benches examine the question or correctness of 
the decision and the majority opinion expressed by them becomes the 
verdict, which is binding on the lower Benches.

An anomaly here is that a majority decision is treated as the ruling of the 
entire Bench, including the dissenting judges, that examined the question. 
This is where the problem originates.

The Supreme Court, while considering the same question, held that if the 
number of judges is to have salience and not Bench strength, then every 
decision of a larger bench could be doubted and overruled on the ground of 
plurality of opinions, thereby toppling the certainty and stability of decisions.



If such conflicts are to be avoided by the Supreme Court of India, certain 
changes are required in terms of how larger Benches are constituted.

It is recommended that the term ‘larger Bench’ be understood not in the strict 
sense of being merely greater in strength than the lower Bench. Instead, there 
should be an endeavour to have a quorum with a break-even or a greater 
majority than the lower Bench.

Correctness of a judicial decision has more to it than just the number of 
judges deliberating the vexed question of law. Otherwise, a lower number of 
judges holding a majority opinion could overrule a higher number of judges 
holding a majority opinion based on the sheer fact that the lower number of 
majority opinion judges was part of a larger bench.









Answer keys for 17-10-22 PYQs are:
1-b
2-a
3-a
4-b
5-b
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