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Context
 In Punjab’s war on drugs, addiction among women gets overlooked. 

GS-2
Punjab’s war on Drugs 



While Punjab is waging an all-out war against drugs, it faces a Herculean 
task in curbing substance abuse by women, who have often been 
overlooked in the discourse.

According to the Punjab Opioid Dependence Survey (PODS) conducted in 
2014-15, approximately 2.3 lakh persons in the State are dependent on 
opioids, and approximately 8.6 lakhs are users. The PODS showed that 1% 
of the opioid-using population is women, which adds up to about 
8,000-10,000 women.

Punjab, situated in close proximity to Golden Crescent (Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and Iran), is considerably affected by the illicit drug menace.



Context 
PLA officer part of Galwan clash attends party congress.Commander Qi 
Fabao was among Communist Party of China’s 2,296 delegates from 
around the country — a politically significant move that is meant to send 
a signal both at home and abroad.

GS-2 
Officer from Galwan clash 



Minutes before Chinese leader Xi Jinping ascended the stage at Beijing’s 
Great Hall of the People to open China’s once-in-five-years party congress 
on October 16, the screens at the venue played a video showcasing the 
country’s major achievements in the past decade.

It included an image from Galwan Valley on the India-China border.

The image showed the PLA Commander Qi Fabao, standing with his arms 
outstretched facing Indian soldiers, an image that Chinese military 
propaganda has widely circulated since the Galwan clash.

He was selected among Communist Party of China’s 2,296 delegates from 
around the country — a politically significant move, observers said, that 
was meant to send a signal both at home and abroad.

The clash in Galwan Valley, in which Qi Fabao was involved and injured, 
led to the loss of lives of 20 Indian soldiers and at least four Chinese 
soldiers, marking the worst violence on the border since 1967.



The Galwan clash has, however, remained a key narrative point for the 
Chinese military in the past three years. It even figured in the PLA’s 95th 
anniversary exhibition that Mr. Xi inaugurated last year.

the Chinese military also organised a series of activities so more people in 
China could “learn how PLA heroes, including the martyrs of the Galwan 
Valley conflict, defended and guarded the country’s borders”.



Context 
Preparations to complete one of the targets of the Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Urban) 2.0 that was launched a year ago — the remediation of all legacy 
landfills in the country — are in full swing and a public dashboard on the 
progress at 2,200 such sites is in the offing.

GS-2 
Public dashboard to track landfills



Launched on October 1, 2021 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the mission 
aims at making all cities “garbage-free” by the end of its five-year period.

Action plans for 1,000 legacy landfill sites had been approved by the 
Ministry, with each having a different timeline for completion.

But there was no data on the exact number of landfill sites.

While landfills were only supposed to contain the remnants of solid waste 
after processing, the segregation and management were not carried out over 
the years, leaving mountains of trash. Any waste that has remained dumped 
for over three months is considered “legacy”

The process of reconciliation of the details of all such sites was on and the 
online dashboard that would be launched in November would contain the 
exact number, size and remediation plans of the sites, which are estimated 
to be around 2,200. 



These “sizeable” landfills each contain at least 1,000 tonnes of waste and 
their preparations would be completed in this financial year.

Through the portal, citizens would be able to track the progress of their 
cities’ action plans for remediation of legacy landfills. The plans cover 
everything from remediation to the eventual reuse of the land.

Once removed, the sites would free up 15,000 acres of land.



Context 
‘India’s coal mines are severely under-utilised amid push for new ones’
Though the country experienced supply crunch twice last year, a report 
suggests new projects under development could be ‘unnecessary’ as only 
two-thirds of the current capacity is under use.

GS-3 
Under- utilized India's coal 

mines 



On average, India’s coal mines use only two-thirds of the capacity, with 
some large ones using only 1%, says an analysis by Global Energy Monitor 
(GEM), a firm that tracks utilisation of the fuel-source internationally.

It suggests that 99 of India’s coal mine projects, expected to yield 427 
million tonnes per annum (MTPA), under development are unnecessary, 
and opening new coal mines would not contribute to easing short-term 
supply-crunches.

At least twice last year, India experienced severe coal crises, with more 
than 100 of 285 thermal power plants witnessing coal stocks fall below the 
critical mark of 25% of the required stock.

In over 50 plants, it fell below 10%. This led to power shortages in several 
States, including Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, Uttarakhand and Madhya 
Pradesh. 



Coal mines under development threaten to displace at least 165 villages 
and affect 87,630 families, of which 41,508 live in areas where the 
predominant population is tribal communities.

These also threaten 22,686 hectares (ha) of agricultural land and 19,297 ha 
of forest, and will consume at least 168,041 kilolitres of water per day, 
comparable to the daily water needs of over one million people,

New mines can’t make the industry’s old problems go away. The irony of 
this expansion is that opening new mines today could intensify the sector’s 
weaknesses and inefficiencies tomorrow, especially as competition from 
renewables and conflicts over land use continue to emerge.



Context 
The government’s unilateral delaying or segregating of names, recommended 
by the Supreme Court Collegium, is affecting effective justice administration 
as posts remain vacant.

GS-2 
SC Collegium’s primacy over transfers



Appointments and transfers of judges in the constitutional courts is a 
participatory consultative process between the Supreme Court and the 
government.

But there is a disturbing pattern of the government unilaterally delaying or 
segregating names recommended by the Supreme Court Collegium.

The Three Judges Case establishes the primacy of the Collegium, led by the 
CJI, in making judicial appointments. ‘Chief Justice of India’ here means the 
collective opinion of the Collegium.

The executive element in the appointment process of judges to senior 
positions is reduced to the minimum so that any undue influence is 
eliminated. It was for this reason that the word ‘consultation’ instead of 
‘concurrence’ was used in the Constitution.



Appointments and transfers of judges in the constitutional courts is a 
participatory consultative process between the Supreme Court and the 
government.

But there is an increasing trend, if not a disturbing pattern, of the government 
unilaterally delaying or segregating names recommended by the Supreme 
Court Collegium. 

While the need of the hour is to fill up judicial vacancies for effective justice 
administration, the primacy of the Collegium to recommend names for 
elevation to the Supreme Court and appointments and transfers in high 
courts, is affected by what some legal experts term as “cherry-picking” on 
the part of the executive.



Context 
Making a case for the Old Pension Scheme, If the more favourable Old 
Pension Scheme is to be financially sound, the focus should be on increasing 
revenues to fund it.

Editorial 
Case for Old Pension Scheme 



After Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh, Punjab is the latest State that has 
announced its plan to revert to the Old Pension Scheme (OPS). Many have 
argued that this is a fiscally irresponsible move. 

The OPS is an assured inflation-indexed monthly family pension till you (and 
your spouse) live(s). 

The OPS level is linked to the last pay you drew. The NPS is a corpus from 
which you can draw a pension after retirement. Its value is determined by the 
market prices in which the corpus is invested.

There are many issues with the NPS

Firstly, the amount of monthly pension you would draw (for the same 
contribution during service) with three hypothetical market rates of return is 
significantly lower for NPS.



Two, it is dependent on the vagaries of the market prices of equity/bonds in 
which the corpus is invested. To be sure, the markets do not crash often and 
in the long run they go up rather than down. But it is still a lottery. If there is 
a crash, the downside has to be absorbed by the retirees.

Three, the OPS is a fixed government expenditure irrespective of an 
economic slowdown or a stock market crash, which makes it a good 
counter-cyclical policy measure during a crisis. In fact, the Sixth Pay 
Commission in India did precisely this during the Great Recession of 2008.

It has been argued that the OPS is a big hole in the exchequer’s pocket 
(25% of the States’ budget). This number is misleading because three other 
parts of States’ revenue receipts — tax the Centre collects on behalf of the 
States (SGST, a part of direct taxes, etc.); non-tax revenue that the States 
collect; and non-tax grant that the Centre shares with the States  have not 
been taken into account. 









Answer keys for 15-10-22 PYQs are:
1-d
2-c
3-c
4-d
5-a
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