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Context 
The two judges on the Bench had divergent opinions on the ideas of 
secularity, freedom ofexpression and effect of the ban on education of girls; 
case will now be heard by a larger Bench

GS-2 
Verdict on Karnataka hijab ban



The Supreme Court on Thursday delivered a split verdict on whether Muslim 
students should shed their hijabs at their school gates.

Justice Hemant Gupta upheld Karnataka’s prohibitive government order he 
said ‘secularity’ meant uniformity, manifested by parity among students in 
terms of uniform.he also held that adherence to uniform was a reasonable 
restriction to free expression. The discipline reinforced equality. The State 
had never forced students out of State schools by restricting hijab. The 
decision to stay out was a “voluntary act” of the student.

Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia said secularity meant tolerance to “diversity”. 
Wearing or not wearing a hijab to school was “ultimately a matter of choice”. 
For girls from conservative families, “her hijab is her ticket to 
education”.“Asking the girls to take off their hijab before they enter the 
school gates, is first, an invasion of their privacy, then it is an attack on their 
dignity, and then ultimately it is a denial to them of secular education… 
There shall be no restriction on the wearing of hijab anywhere in schools 
and colleges in Karnataka,” Justice Dhulia held.



Context 
ISRO’s own Next-Gen Launch Vehicle may assume the role of PSLV 
soon.

GS-3 
ISROs Next Gen Launch Vehicle



The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is developing a Next-Gen 
Launch Vehicle (NGLV), which will one day replace operational systems like 
the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).

PSLV, often dubbed the ‘trusted workhorse’.

In NGLV, ISRO is understood to be looking at a cost-efficient, three-stage, 
reusable heavy-lift vehicle with a payload capability of 10 tonnes to 
Geostationary Transfer Orbit. NGLV will feature semi-cryogenic propulsion 
for the booster stages which is cheaper and efficient.

NGLV will feature a simple, robust design that allows bulk manufacturing, 
modularity in systems, sub-systems and stages and minimal turnaround 
time.

Potential uses will be in the areas of launching communication satellites, 
deep space missions, future human spaceflight and cargo missions.



Context 
As China reaffirms zero-COVID, Beijing witnesses a rare protest.
‘Food, not COVID tests; reform, not a cultural revolution; freedom, not 
lockdowns; votes, not leaders; dignity, not lies; citizens, not slaves,’ read 
banners displayed on a bridge in Haidian

GS-2 
China's zeroCOVID policy 



While sparing China mass deaths, the third straight year of “zero-COVID” 
has inflicted economic pain even as the testing and lockdown measures 
that held firm in 2020 and 2021 have been challenged by new variants, 
leading to harsher lockdowns.

Social media showed images of a rare protest in Beijing. Despite the 
current blanket of security. Banners displayed on a bridge in the district of 
Haidian, home to universities and tech firms, calling for an end to the 
policy.

Zero-COVID has been framed as one of Mr. Xi’s key legacies as he 
completes a decade at the helm, and contrasted with mass deaths in the 
West. The political narrative surrounding it had been seen as one reason 
for its continuation until the congress.

Chinese health experts have said a moving away from the policy would 
require a sustained vaccination booster campaign, as well as a significant 
change in the current government messaging that portrays COVID-19 as a 
life-threatening disease. 



A shift, experts say, would require several months of preparation on both 
fronts. The economic costs and lockdowns have, however, left the public 
less supportive of a policy that most backed in 2020 and 2021, as China 
enjoyed a degree of normalcy such as open schools and factories as the 
rest of the world reeled from the virus.



Context 
A study conducted on the impact of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) during the COVID-19 pandemic 
has revealed that the wages earned under the Act helped people 
compensate between 20% and 80% of the income loss incurred because 
of the lockdown.

GS-2 
MGNREGS during Pandemic 



The study titled, “Employment guarantee during COVID-19- The Role of 
MGNREGA in the year after the 2020 lockdown” conducted by Centre for 
Sustainable Employment, Azim Premji University, collaborative Research and 
Dissemination (CORD), Samaj Pragati Sahyog and NREGA consortium.

It has revealed that the wages earned under the Act helped people 
compensate between 20% and 80% of the income loss incurred because of 
the lockdown. 

The report also said that around 39% all job card-holding households 
interested in working under the MGNREGA did not get a single day of work in 
the year 2020-21.

The study was aimed at determining the extent to which working in the 
programme provided income support to vulnerable households during the 
pandemic.



The study, however, also pointed out that MGNREGA was unable to meet 
with the actual demand from the ground. Across the eight blocks on an 
average 39% of households did not get a single day’s work. “This means two 
out of five households that needed work in the COVID year did not get even a 
single day of MGNREGA work. And, those households that did not get a 
single day of work, actually wanted 77 days of work in the year on average,”



Context 
Wildlife officials in Arunachal Pradesh await results of a survey to 
ascertain the presence of the elusive snow leopard in the Namdapha 
National Park and Tiger Reserve.

GS-3 
Ghost cat



The snow leopard has never been spotted nor recorded in the Namdapha 
National Park and Tiger Reserve in Changlang district of Arunachal 
Pradesh. The 1,985 sq. km reserve bordering Myanmar has an elevation 
varying from 200 metres to 4,571 metres above sea level.

Snow leopard, often referred to as a mountain ghost because of its coat 
that helps it blend in a snowy-rocky environment.

Namdapha is the known home of three other large cats — tiger, leopard 
and clouded leopard. The belief that the national park is also the habitat of 
the snow leopard is based on the claim of a hunter from the Lisu ethnic 
community that he possessed the skin of the carnivore.



The United Nations published data to show that India would surpass China 
as the world’s most populous country by 2023. 

According to the 2018-19 Economic Survey, India’s demographic dividend 
will peak around 2041, when the share of the working age population is 
expected to hit 59%. 

We need to move from a family planning approach to a family welfare 
approach. We should be focusing on empowering men and women in 
being able to make informed choices about their fertility, health and 
well-being.

As fertility drops and lifespans rise globally, the world is ageing at a 
significant pace.

Editorial 
Does India need a population policy?



We need to figure out how to address ageing in the context of changing 
families and the nature of state support in India and create conditions in 
which the elderly population can have a healthy and happy life.

Every fifth Indian by 2050 will be over the age of 65. So planning for this 
segment merits equal consideration.

Ageing is also a gender issue as two-thirds of the elderly are women, 
because women tend to live longer than men do. Unless we recognise the 
gender dimension , it will be very difficult for us to tap into these changes. 

Special attention must be given to addressing ways in which the pandemic 
may have affected the lives of our adolescent and youth. If the country 
does not address the rights and well-being of adolescents immediately, it 
will set us back by many years.









Answers for 13-10-22 PYQs 
are:
1-a
2-d
3-c
4-b
5-a
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