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Context 
The Supreme Court on Wednesday ordered States and their police 
forces to stop prosecuting free speech on social media under Section 
66A of the Information Technology Act which was declared 
unconstitutional by the court in a judgment seven years ago.

GS-2 
Section 66A 



The court found it both “distressing” and “terrible” that the police had 
continued to pick out people and prosecute them under the draconian 
Section regardless of the fact that the highest court in the country had 
struck down the law as “vague” and “chilling”.

The court has instruct entire police force in their respective States/Union 
Territories not to register any complaint of crime with respect to alleged 
violation of Section 66A”.

In March 2015, the Supreme Court had found the police powers of Section 
66A too wide with scant respect for individual liberty and free expression on 
the Internet.

Section 66A had prescribed three years’ imprisonment if a social media 
message caused “annoyance” or was found “grossly offensive”. The court 
had concluded the provision to be vague and worded arbitrarily.



It was  observed by the court that the weakness of Section 66A lay in the fact 
that it had created an offence on the basis of undefined actions: such as 
causing “inconvenience, danger, obstruction and insult”, which do not fall 
among the exceptions granted under Article 19 of the Constitution, which 
guarantees the freedom of speech.

The Court did not strike down two other provisions- sections 69A and 79 of 
the IT Act – and said that they can remain enforced with certain restrictions.
Section 69A provides power to issue directions to block public access of any 
information through any computer resource and Sec 79 provides for 
exemption from liability of intermediary in certain cases.



Context 
The Supreme Court on Wednesday directed the Centre to make its stand 
clear on whether a Constitution Bench in the Ram Janmabhoomi case has 
already settled the question of validity of the Places of Worship Act of 
1991.

GS-2 
Places of Worship Act



The 1991 parliamentary law protects the identity and character of religious 
places as they were on August 15, 1947.

The Ayodhya judgment had found that the 1991 Act spoke “to our history 
and to the future of the nation… In preserving the character of places of 
public worship, Parliament has mandated in no uncertain terms that history 
and its wrongs shall not be used as instruments to oppress the present and 
the future”.

Section 3: This section of the Act bars the conversion, in full or part, of a 
place of worship of any religious denomination into a place of worship of a 
different religious denomination or even a different segment of the same 
religious denomination.

Section 4(1): It declares that the religious character of a place of 
worship “shall continue to be the same as it existed” on 15th August 1947.



Section 4(2): It says any suit or legal proceeding with respect to the 
conversion of the religious character of any place of worship existing on 
15th August, 1947, pending before any court, shall abate and no fresh suit 
or legal proceedings shall be instituted.

Section 5: It stipulates that the Act shall not apply to the 
Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid case, and to any suit, appeal, or 
proceeding relating to it.

Section 6 of the Act prescribes a punishment of a maximum of three years 
imprisonment along with a fine for contravening the provisions of the Act.



Context 
In line with the national focus on reducing carbon emissions, the Army has 
put into plan a road map to induct electric vehicles (EV) wherever possible 
considering the operational commitments.

GS-3 
Army roadmap to electrical 

vehicles



Keeping in view the necessity and employability of EVs over various terrains, 
the Army will equip a few units located in peace stations with EVs 
sequentially.

Around 25% of light vehicles, 38% buses and 48% motorcycles of select 
units and formations will be changed to EVs with adequate charging 
infrastructure

Various factors unique to Indian Army’s employability, remote locations of 
employment and operational commitments were considered to arrive at a 
definite time-bound road map.

Army was also procuring EVs through the capital route, the source said the 
existing shortage of buses would be fulfilled by procuring electric buses for 
select peace establishments for initial exploitation.



Context
Assam Cabinet’s approval to separate allocation of three per 
cent of annual budget of each department for disaster.

GS-2 
Assam disaster risk reduction roadmap 



Assam Cabinet's approval to separate allocation of three per cent of annual 
budget of each depart ment for disaster reduction is a strategic shift to 
whole-of-government approach in disaster management.

The new strategy adopted under the Assam Disaster Risk Reduction 
Roadmap 2030 approved by the Cabinet will be useful in ensuring 
year-long focus in disaster risk reduction, which in turn will witness 
improved post-disaster management.

Currently, the pre-disaster activities are primarily seen in the form of 
repairing and strengthening of embankments, anti-erosion measures, flood 
damage repair for flood management and advocacy on disaster 
preparedness.



As fund to be separately allocated will form non-salary component of annual 
budget of each department, entire amount will be available for disaster 
reduction measures.

Imparting skills for alternative livelihood to members of households 
dependent on farming as the only means of livelihood can help absorb 
financial shocks triggered by crop loss in recurring waves of flood.

Identification of the right skills for flood-affected households is critical to 
successful application of acquired skills for alternative livelihood avenues 
when household income is reduced due to flood or erosion.

In erosion-affected areas, many farm families become landless and with 
traditional farming skills they become agricultural farm labourers but 
earnings from daily wages cannot make both ends meet.



Imparting skills for value addition to farm produce such as setting up food 
processing units can build resilience of farm families affected by annual 
flood but will require a coordinated approach by various departments such 
as Agriculture, Horticulture, Industries and Commerce, Power, Skill, 
Employment and Entrepreneurship, Power Department with each 
department incorporating its component in the value chain either in the 
separate budget dedicated for disaster risk reduction or in overall budget 
for similar work or projects.



China’s foreign policy appears to be caught between, on the one hand, 
presenting itself as the saviour of the UN-centred world order and 
globalisation — building, as Mr. Xi has christened, “a community of shared 
destiny” — and on the other, pursuing China’s core interests ever more 
aggressively, regardless of the consequences.

The launch of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013 was Mr. Xi’s 
signature foreign policy initiative and a platform to stake China’s claim to 
global leadership

But Beijing today is facing criticism for rising debt levels in many partner 
countries and for unsustainability in some of its projects.

Editorial 
China's wolf warrior era



The see-sawing India-China relationship during the Xi decade, from the 
highs of two “informal summits” in Wuhan in 2018 and Mamallapuram in 
2019, to the still on-going border crisis triggered by the Chinese military’s 
multiple transgressions has plunged relations to the lowest level since the 
normalisation of ties in the 1980s.

As Mr. Xi completes a decade in office and begins an unprecedented third 
term at the Communist Party’s 20th Party Congress which begins on October 
16, “qiang guo” has become the short but sharp phrase of choice that sums 
up his view of China’s place in the world.

Past maxims of China’s “peaceful rise” and “biding time, hiding brightness” 
have been given a quiet burial. 

Worsening relations with the U.S. have been accompanied by warming ties 
with Russia, described by the Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
recently as being “the best in history”.









Answer keys for 12-10-22 PYQs are:
1-c
2-c
3-b
4-c
5-c
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