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Context 
A nation achieves glory when it takes pride in its heritage, says 
PM in Ujjain

GS-2 
Technology for inclusion



Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated the first phase of the ₹856-crore 
Mahakal Lok corridor in Madhya Pradesh’s Ujjain 

The government has made its efforts at renovating and reviving several 
Hindu temples across the country as well as improving access to Sikh 
pilgrimage sites.

Mr. Modi said that in the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav period, India had given a 
“call for freedom from the mentality of slavery and taking pride in its 
heritage”.

He unveiled a shivling to dedicate the Mahakal corridor. 

The corridor that is a little over 900 metres long traverses the old Rudrasagar 
lake, which has been revived as part of the redevelopment project around the 
Mahakaleshwar Temple, one of the 12 ‘jyotirlingas’. The corridor is dotted 
with 108 ornate sandstone columns in a row with trishul design on top and 
mudras of Lord Shiva. It also has fountains surrounded by sculptures and 
murals on the deity.



Context 
Non-traditional livelihoods skilling of girls included in Beti 
Padhao scheme.

GS-2 
Beti Padhao scheme 



Expanding the mandate of the ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ scheme, the 
Central government on Tuesday announced the inclusion of skilling of girls 
in non-traditional livelihood (NTL) options in its flagship programme.

The scheme will now also focus on increasing the enrolment of girls in 
secondary education, particularly in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics) subjects. Women have been historically 
under-represented areas such as technology.

It emphasises convergence between Ministries and Departments to ensure 
adolescents complete their education, build skills, and enter the workforce 
in a diverse range of professions, including in STEM fields.

A national committee headed by the Secretary, Ministry of Women and 
Child Development will be the apex committee to review the 
implementation of the scheme at regular intervals with State governments 
and Union Territory administrations.



Context 
Three lakh and counting: RTI pleas pile up at information 
commissions.

GS-2 
RTI please pile up



17 years after India got the Right to Information (RTI) Act, the transparency 
regime in the country remains a mirage with nearly 3.15 lakh complaints and 
appeals pending with 26 information commissions across India.

The highest number of pending cases was in Maharashtra at 99,722, 
followed by Uttar Pradesh at 44,482, Karnataka at 30,358, the Central 
Information Commission at 26,724 and Bihar at 21,346.

Two information commissions Jharkhand and Tripura out of 29 across the 
country have been completely defunct for 29 months and 15 months 
respectively.

Manipur, Telangana, West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh are without chiefs at 
the moment. Only 5% of the all positions in commissions are being occupied 
by women. Also, several information commissions, including the Central 
Information Commission, are working at reduced capacity with less than the 
stipulated number of members being in office.



The right to information is a fundamental right under Article 19 (1) of the 
Indian Constitution.

In 1976, in the Raj Narain vs the State of Uttar Pradesh case, the Supreme 
Court ruled that Right to information will be treated as a fundamental right 
under article 19.

The government enacted the Right to Information act in 2005 which provides 
machinery for exercising this fundamental right.

The RTI Act, 2005 empowers the citizen to question the secrecy and abuse 
of power practised in governance.



Context 
Russia labels Meta ‘terrorist’ group.

GS-2 
Russia labels Meta terrorist 

group



Russia on Tuesday added U.S. tech giant Meta, the parent company of 
Instagram and Facebook, to a list of “terrorist and extremist” organisations, 
according to a database of the Federal Service for Financial Monitoring 
(Rosfinmonitoring).

Russia in late March banned Facebook and Instagram for “carrying out 
extremist activities” after authorities accused Meta of tolerating 
“Russophobia” during Russia’s military campaign in neighbouring Ukraine.

Facebook and Instagram have been inaccessible in Russia since March, but 
many Russians resorted to VPN to keep using the social media network.



Debates raged between “Keynesian” economists and “Friedman” 
economists: between “welfarists” who see the need for a government 
hand in the economy and “monetarists” who want governments out of the 
way to let private entrepreneurs loose and let an “invisible hand” produce 
good outcomes for all. 

Both sides agree that growth in GDP — the size of the economy 
measured in money terms — is essential.

Pursuit of GDP growth was destroying the earth’s capacity to renew itself 
and provide resources for unbridled economic growth. 

The 2008 global financial crisis revealed the fragility of insufficiently 
regulated markets. Governments of the G7 (later G20) collaborated to 
stabilise the financial system. 

Editorial 
 Solution by the people for the people 



The ideology of “minimum government”, with balanced budgets and low 
inflation has continued, waves of protest have erupted around the world.

Citizens complain that the global financial system is unfair. It protects the 
interests of large corporations and the wealthiest people while common 
citizens fall further behind.

The five tracks for their solutions are: ending poverty; addressing gross 
inequality; empowering women; making food systems healthy for people 
and ecosystems; and transitioning to clean energy.

People are not just numbers, nor merely resources for the economy. 
Policymaking must become more inclusive and less dominated by the 
powerful and the wealthy on the top.



A paradigm shift is required in the process of problem solving at global and 
national levels. From a vertical process of experts at the top trying to 
understand complex systems through numbers and then imposing solutions 
on the people, to a lateral process of problem solving by deliberations 
amongst diverse disciplines and dialogue amongst experts and citizens.









Answer keys for 11-10-22 PYQs are:
1-a
2-c
3-c
4-c
5-b
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