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Context 
The level of groundwater extraction is lowest in 18 years. The groundwater 
recharge was 437.6 billion cubic meters, as opposite extraction of 239.16 
bcm, reports Ministry of water resources.

GS-3 
Level of groundwater extraction is 

lowest 



Groundwater extraction in India has seen a 18 years decline,  according to 
an assessment by the Central Groundwater Board (CGWB).

The total annual recharge for the entire country is 437.6 bcm and annual 
groundwater extraction for the entire country is 239.16 bcm, according to the 
2022 assessment report. 

Out of total 7089 assessment units in the country, 1006 units have been 
categorized as “over-exploited”.

In 2020 the annual groundwater recharge was 436 bcm and extraction 245 
bcm. In 2017, recharge was 432 bcm and extraction 249 bcm.

A detailed analysis of the information collected from the assessment 
indicates increase in ground water recharge which may mainly be attributed 
to increase in recharge from canal seepage, return flow of irrigation water 
and recharge from water bodies/ tanks and water conservation  structures.



Analysis also indicates improvement in ground water conditions in 909 
assessment units in the country when compared with 2017 assessment 
data.

Overall decrease in stage of groundwater extraction level have also been 
observed.



Context 
With new norms, TV channels must broadcast socially relevant content.

GS-2 
TV channels to broadcast socially relevant 

content 



The Union Cabinet has approved new guidelines for uplinking and 
downllinking of television channels in India, under which all the stations 
holding permission except for foreign channels and where it may not be 
feasible will have to broadcast content on issues of national importance and 
social relevance for at least 30 minutes every day.

The provisions has been introduced as airwaves/frequencies are public 
property  and need to be used in the best interest of society.

The eight listed themes include education and spread of literacy, agriculture 
and rural development, Health and family welfare, Science and Technology, 
welfare of women, welfare of the Weaker Sections of the society,  protection of 
environment and of cultural heritage and national integration.

The consolidated guidelines exempt the channels including those related to 
sports.



Companies would be allowed to uplink foreign channels from Indian teleports 
which would create employment opportunities and make India a teleport hub 
for other countries.

A channel could be unlinked by using facilities of more than one 
teleport/satellite. The guidelines have broadened the possibility of allowing 
the transfer of TV  channels to teleport to a company as permissible under 
the companies Act or the Limited Liability Act.



Context 
Pashmina shawls have shahtoosh guard hair, say custom officials,  all fluff, 
counter traders and artisans

GS-1 
Pashmina shawls 



Traders of universally prized Pashmina shawls are complaining that 
“obsolete testing methods” have resulted in many of their export 
consignments being flagged by Customs authorities for presence of 
Shahtoosh guard hair.

The traders claim the use of obsolete techniques such as “light microscopy” 
by the authorities has resulted in several cases of “false positives”, leading 
to their wrongful prosecution.

Pashmina is obtained from a breed of mountain goats found on the 
Changthang Plateau in Tibet  and parts of Ladakh.

Manufacturer of Pashmina is a largely unorganized cottage and handicraft 
industry, providing employment and livelihood to approximately six lakh 
people, mostly to local skilled villagers and artisans in Kashmir.



Shahtoosh on the other hand, is the fine undercoat fiber obtained from the 
Tibetan Antelope, known locally as chiru, a species living mainly in the 
northern parts of the Changthang Plateau in Tibet.

They offers high levels of smoothness and warmth, Shahtoosh shawls is a 
highly expensive commodity.

However their population declined dramatically from commercial poaching, 
CITES(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora) listed the Tibetan antelope in 1979, leading to a ban on 
sale and trade of Shahtoosh shawls and scarves.

The two materials have similar physical properties and tangibility, 
differentiation  is hard without advanced scientific forensic methods.

India contributes only about 1% of the world's Pashmina, but the Pashmina 
produced in India is considered the best of the lot.



Context 
Paramour airport is an environmental threat, say activists 

GS-3 
Parandur airport as environmental threat 



Steps are on to build a massive second airport for Chennai at Parandur in 
Kancheepuram district. 

While in one side Farmers of the villages in and around the site are strongly 
protesting against the upcoming airport, on the other, experts say an array of 
serious environmental issues could emerge in future, if the project is 
implemented.

A substantial part of the  Kamban Canal runs through the airport project 
areas, the cannal connects 85 waterbodies and this could be disrupted owing 
to the airport project. 

It will not only the encroachment on waterbodies but also the huge watershed 
areas surrounding them will reduce drastically.

Constructing a huge project like an airport in Parandur could block natural 
courses of water in the region. 



An airport site should not be looked at as an independent site plan but it 
should be factored into the master plan of the region.

The project site alone may not cause all the environmental issues, the 
subsequent commercial developments which may mushroom around it over 
the years too will add to it.



Context 
Payment Stian issue,  India and Russia working towards a solution

GS-2 
India-Russia  payment still a issue 



India and Russia are trying to find a workaround with larger 
payments still an issue.

Defence deals account for the largest part.

The rupee-rouble payments are not solving the issues as rupees 
are accumulating on the Russian side due to the trade imbalance.

Since the war has started Ukraine and Russian ouster from  the 
SWIFT system, while smaller payments have been happening in 
the last few months, there are issues with larger payments. 

Russia has emerged as the largest supplier of oil for the month of 
October, overtaking the traditional supplier Saudi Arabia and Iraq.



A Special Court dealing with cases under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) in Mumbai has made some extraordinarily scathing 
observations about the way the Enforcement Directorate (ED) functions.

While granting bail to Sanjay Raut, Shiv Sena (Uddhav Thackeray) MP, the 
court has termed his arrest not only illegal but also one recorded for “no 
reason” at all.

The judge has found that the underlying criminal case of cheating 
concerned another set of people who had committed misdeeds, but they 
were not arrested.

The misuse of agencies seems to be an unlaundered truth, going by the 
court’s remarks.

Editorial 
Unlaundered truth



There has indeed been a disproportionate targeting of non-BJP political 
leaders by investigating agencies of the Union government. While lawyers and 
activists have been arrested under anti-terrorism laws, mainstream political 
opponents often see tax raids and money-laundering cases. 

The latter class of cases is made possible by the PMLA that permits the ED to 
register a money-laundering case whenever there is an FIR by the police 
involving a given list of offences. 

The Special judge has noted that the ED works at great speed while making 
an arrest, but proceeds with the trial at a snail’s pace.

ED officers seem to be aware only of Section 19 (power to arrest) and Section 
45 (stringent conditions for bail), but not the fact that they should also hold a 
trial. 



The judge’s remarks also drive home the fact that money-laundering 
prosecutions have an abysmally low rate of convictions. Instead of rushing to 
file appeals against adverse orders, central agencies ought to reflect on the 
manner in which they are being utilised for political ends.









Answer keys for 09-11-22 PYQs are:
1-b
2-c
3-b
4-a
5-b
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