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Context 
India’s net direct tax collections till October 8 in the financial year 
2022-23 have risen to ₹7.45 lakh crore, more than half of the Budget 
targets.

GS-3 
Direct tax receipts cross half the 

target



The financial year 2022-23 have risen to ₹7.45 lakh crore, more than half of 
the Budget targets.

It is an increase of 16.3% over the tax inflows during the corresponding 
period a year ago.

Net personal income tax collections grew 17.35%, rising faster than 
corporate income tax collections that were up 16.29% net of refunds. 

Securities Transaction Tax (STT) collections combined with personal income 
tax receipts, grew at a more moderate 16.25%.

Gross direct tax collections reached ₹8.98 lakh crore by Saturday, 23.8% 
more than in the corresponding period of 2021-22. 



Context 
The number of fatalities among the United Nations Peacekeeping Forces 
(UNPKF) in direct attacks is growing, said UN Undersecretary General 
Jean-Pierre Lacroix.

GS-2 
Fatalities among UN Peacekeeping 



A spate of attacks on United Nations Peacekeepers in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) amid anti-UN protests in the past few weeks has 
left two BSF jawans dead.

The issues of growing fatalities and the lack of clear mandates for the ‘blue 
helmets’ were at the top of the UN agenda.

Many of the peacekeeping operations are in an environment that is 
deteriorating, both from the point of view of the political environment, but 
also the security environment. 

In many of our operations, particularly the big operations in Africa, Forces 
are facing groups that are either terrorist groups or criminal groups and they 
are not interested in peace, they are not interested in stability, they are 
interested in chaos.

One of the criticisms in New Delhi, which has lost 179 peacekeepers over 
the past 60 years.



There has to be a geographical balance in peacekeeping operations. There 
must be a variety of countries contributing to peacekeeping. 

Troop- and police-contributing countries need to be involved in the process 
of making decisions.

India has complained that the mandate is for UN peacekeeping, but when 
soldiers actually go to the ground, it quickly becomes a mandate for peace 
enforcing, something they are not actually prepared for…

India has proposed a 10-point plan, including making those targeting UN 
peacekeepers more accountable.



Context 
The nomadic communities of J&K have been offered smart cards and free 
transport to aid their biannual migration.

GS-1 
Technology ease path for the 

weary



Jammu and Kashmir’s nomadic community, known as Gujjars and 
Bakerwals, have undertaken arduous journeys on foot as part of their 
seasonal migration to find better pastures for their livestock.

They often lose cattle and, on occasion, family members to accidents and 
hardships along the way. 

Technological solutions and transport services have been offered this year to 
help them cover long distances in less time and more safely.

J&K’s Tribal Affairs Department has surveyed 98,000 such families to map 
their routes and transit locations.



Technology has been leveraged in various aspects, including the 
development of smart cards to replace multiple annual (No Objection 
Certificates) NOCs and permissions for migration. A pilot project covers 
10,000 families over the next three months

Using remote sensing technology and geographic information system, 
officials delineated pastures and the grazing land in each district.

This step was followed by mapping of routes and the migration pattern to 
understand when Bakerwals and their livestock use the highways, first in 
spring when they start from the plains of Jammu and then in autumn when 
they leave the upper reaches of the Kashmir Valley.



Context 
RTI data show that no cornea was collected in some States in 2021-22; 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh fare better; nearly 
4.8 million are visually challenged in India

GS-2 
Eye donations 



Goa, Jammu and Kashmir, some northeastern States, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep recorded zero cornea collection in 
2021-22, according to RTI data.

The data from 2016 point to the fact that these States and Union Territories 
have been consistently performing poorly.

Topping the list for cornea collection is Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh.

Nearly 4.8 million people are visually challenged in India with corneal 
blindness the second common type accounting for 7.4% of the cases.

The total number of cornea transplants fell from 30,740 in 2016-17 and 
24,783 in 2021-22 to a low 11,859 during the pandemic.



The constraints in achieving the targets for donated eyes and cornea 
collection in the country included lack of awareness, myths surrounding eye 
donation and inadequate eye banking facilities.

On an average, 40-50% of the donated eyes/corneas were utilised for 
corneal transplantation annually.

Not all the collected corneas were found suitable for corneal transplantation 
because of various medical reasons such as poor quality due to age of the 
donor, pre-existing degeneration and diseases.

Corrective steps are included such as recurring grant to eye banks for 
transportation, storage and collection of donated corneas and non-recurring 
grant to eye banks in the public sector to meet the cost of ophthalmic 
equipment, providing free supply of cornea preservation and storage 
medium to government eye banks and giving in-service training to eye 
surgeons.



Context 
New branch will lead to unification of all weapon system operators under 
one entity, says Air Chief Marshal V.R. Chaudhari; the move will save the 
exchequer as much as ₹3,400 crore.

GS-3 
IAF new weapon systems 

branch 



The government has approved the creation of a Weapon System branch for 
officers in the Indian Air Force (IAF) which will bring all weapon systems 
operators of the force under one roof.

This is the first time since Independence that a new operational branch is 
being created.

This will essentially be for manning of four specialised streams of Surface to 
Surface missiles, Surface to Air Missiles, Remotely Piloted Aircraft and 
weapon system operators in twin and multi crew aircraft.

Creation of the new branch would entail unification of all weapon system 
operators under one entity dedicated to the operational employment of all 
ground-based and specialist airborne weapon systems.



There are concerns about sluggish corporate investment, despite the 
government’s business-friendly stance, including a reduction in the corporate 
tax.  

The reduction, effected in 2019, lowered the rate for existing companies to 
22% from 30% and for new manufacturing companies to 15% from 25%.

As private capital formation last peaked in 2011–12, its decline is something 
that the present government inherited.

Either ideological predilection regarding the size of the government or the 
straitjacket imposed by the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management 
Act have held back the government from expanding it.

Editorial 
India not taking  a hanuman leap



Based on the situation in 2014, India’s investors would have been fully 
rational in anticipating a not-so-rosy future for the economy unless some 
exogenous factors were to turn favourable, or the government were to act 
decisively to energise the situation through public investment.

Since 1947, every turning point of growth in India was preceded by a 
significant shift upward of the public investment rate.

The experience during the pandemic seems to have brought about a 
change of mind. The Union Budget of 2022 was defined by a historic 
increase in the allocation for capital spending.

Crowding in, rather than crowding out, characterises the relationship 
between public and private capital formation in India.

Even the fiscally conservative International Monetary Fund has suggested 
that public investment can play the role of an engine of growth for the 
developing economies. 



The expansion in public investment may have to be sustained for sufficiently 
long. Even the fiscally conservative International Monetary Fund has 
suggested that public investment can play the role of an engine of growth 
for the developing economies. 

The sustained growth needed to kindle private investment may require that 
the current public investment thrust be sustained for at least half a decade.

Two aspects would remain crucial even if the government were to find the 
will to maintain its current pace. 

One, it is important to choose the right projects. The investment must be 
focused on productivity-enhancing infrastructure.

Two, inflation can derail a high public investment programme due to the 
disaffection it generates. Its control would require a step-up in the growth of 
agricultural produce other than the superior cereals.
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