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Context 
 Nicobar project gets assent for diversion of 130 sq. km of forest

GS-3 
Nicobar project 



The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has granted 
an in-principle (Stage 1) clearance for the diversion of 130.75 sq. km of forest 
on Great Nicobar Island for the mega ₹72,000-crore project that includes a 
transshipment port, an airport, a power plant and a greenfield township. 

The project implementation agency is the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
Integrated Development Corporation (ANIIDCO).

Great Nicobar is the southernmost island of the Nicobar Islands Archipelago.

Galathea Bay is the site of the port and the centrepiece of the NITI Aayog 
proposal.

It is an iconic nesting site in India of the enigmatic Giant Leatherback, the 
world’s largest marine turtle.



It also includes the critically endangered Nicobar shrew, the Great Nicobar 
crake, the Nicobar frog, the Nicobar cat snake, a new skink (Lipinia sp), a 
new lizard (Dibamus sp,) and a snake of the Lycodon species that is yet to 
be described. 



Context 
The Tamil Nadu government has declared an area in the reserve forests of 
Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri districts as the Cauvery South Wildlife 
Sanctuary.

GS-3 
Cauvery South Wildlife Sanctuary 



The Tamil Nadu government has declared an area in the reserve forests of 
Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri districts as the Cauvery South Wildlife 
Sanctuary.

This would be part of a protected landscape contiguous to the forests that 
constitute the Cauvery North Wildlife Sanctuary shared between Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu.

Reserve forests encompassing an area of 686.406 square kilometres

The part is an “important elephant habitat” in South India and rich in 
biodiversity with 35 species of mammals and 238 species of birds

It will help protect animals like Leith's soft-shelled turtles, grizzled giant 
squirrel, smooth-coated Otter, marsh crocodile, four-horned Antelope, and 
lesser fish eagle that are almost exclusively dependent on River Cauvery 
and its riverine forest ecosystem.



The Cauvery South Wildlife Sanctuary, which will be the 17th wildlife 
sanctuary in Tamil Nadu, will be critical for a large number of riverine species 
dependent on the Cauvery reserve forests and will be a “boon” to wildlife 
conservation in the state.

The area also forms a unique ecosystem of the Cauvery basin and constitute 
the last forested low-lying stretches of the river, which originates from Tala 
Cauvery in Karnataka, before it enters the 88-year-old Stanley Reservoir in 
Mettur.

The landscape of the area maintains further continuity to the Nilgiri 
Biosphere through Malai Mahadeshwara Wildlife Sanctuary, Billigiri 
Rangaswamy Temple (BRT) Tiger Reserve in Karnataka and 
Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve, which provides sufficient area for the 
conservation for varied rich biodiversity of the region.



Context 
Chiefs of Indian, French Air Forces join ongoing Garuda-VII air exercise

GS-2
Garuda air exercise 



The chiefs of Indian and French Air Forces on Tuesday joined the Air 
Exercise Garuda-VII in Jodhpur.

Ex Garuda-VII is also the first occasion for the light combat aircraft (LCA) 
Tejas and the light combat helicopter (LCH) Prachand to participate in any 
international exercise

Garuda VII is the seventh edition of the bilateral air exercise between India 
and France that is taking place after a gap of two years.

The first, third and fifth editions were conducted in India in 2003, 2006 and 
2014 at Air Force Stations Gwalior, Kalaikunda and Jodhpur, respectively

The IAF and FASF’s participation in this exercise will foster professional 
engagement, experience sharing, and the improvement of operational 
knowledge in addition to fostering bilateral ties between the two nations.



Context 
CSIR-NGRI to install early warning system against floods, rockslides, and 
avalanches in Himalayan States

GS-3 
CSIR-NGRI early warning system 



The National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) of the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research has begun field studies to put in place an 
early-warning system in the Himalayan States against major and sudden 
floods, rockslides, landslips, glacier lake bursts and avalanches and to 
prevent Chamoli kind of disasters in future.

The scientists in the institute have identified a few locations in the higher 
reaches of Uttarakhand for “densification” of seismometers and river gauges 
to take the total number to 100 from 60. The objective is to closely monitor 
the river flows in specific areas along the catchment to detect any sudden 
rise in water levels or flooding threshold that can lead to a hazard.

A 5 cm of rainfall or a glacier melt may not be hazardous, but if there is a 
heavy rockfall or sudden lake burst, there could be massive flooding. What 
is the minimal level of time required and distance from which an early 
warning can be given will be assessed after discussions with the various 
stakeholders.



These instruments are crucial for the safety of large infrastructure projects 
and hydroelectric power plants in this region. 

Currently, scientists are able to detect and assess a sudden flow 30-40 km 
away since the seismic wave is faster than the flow, and hence, the 
advance warning comes at least half an hour before.

The NGRI has started utilising Machine Learning to detect these 
observations faster than the normal approach because time becomes 
crucial during a warning



Context 
UN chief slams companies engaging in ‘toxic cover-up’
Firms cannot claim to be net zero if they invest in fossil fuels or cause 
deforestation, says a COP-27 report; Guterres asks stakeholders to update 
net zero pledges in a year to comply with UN norms

GS-3 
Companies engaging in toxic cover up



The UN’s chief called on Tuesday for an end to a “toxic cover-up” by 
companies as a sweeping report said they cannot claim to be net zero if they 
invest in new fossil fuels, cause deforestation or offset emissions instead of 
reducing them.

A huge surge in decarbonisation pledges in recent months means that around 
90% of the global economy is now covered by some sort of promise of 
carbon neutrality, according to Net Zero Tracker.

The UN which claimed that a number of companies are claiming “net zero” 
status by hiding certain harmful practices. 

The UN finds it extremely difficult to keep track of all major companies and 
without proper transparency on their part, it is impossible to completely 
evaluate their positions.



The Agnipath scheme, under this plan, around 50,000 soldiers, or ‘Agniveers’, 
will be recruited annually, with most leaving the service in four years. 

If we look at the past there have always been changes in the human resources 
(HR) policies of central government employees.

Our present system of almost one year of training  and even more for the 
technical arms  was devised when the standard of education of recruits was 
low, with an even lower technical threshold; therefore, it required time to drill 
concepts into them.

All our youth are technologically savvy, which includes even those hailing from 
villages. Everyone has a smartphone; everyone uses digital payment 
platforms.

Editorial 
A clearer picture of Agnipath 



Given basic training, proficiency can be acquired on the job, and this is how 
it is done in many armies in the world. 

Since the Agnipath scheme was under formulation, this was an issue 
discussed with foreign service chiefs and delegations.

Prior to the 1971 war, recruits were inducted into units after a curtailed 
training period; and within months, they were in the thick of battle. Within a 
month or two they could stand up and deliver and have that esprit de corps. 
So it shall be now. 

Young soldiers have more risk-taking abilities. Most gallantry award winners 
have had a younger profile.

While formulating the Agnipath scheme, the aspect of lateral absorption into 
the Central Armed Police Forces, State police and even in other Ministries 
had been deliberated upon.



Various Ministries would not only have to identify possible vacancies but also 
have to amend their respective service rules to include aspects such as 
enhanced ages of induction, ante-date benefits for services rendered and the 
like.

Hopefully, aspects such as pension and medical cover would be automatically 
addressed. 

Following the announcement of the policy, there was a public outcry on the 
issue of the resettlement of the demobilised Agniveers.

The Home Ministry and certain State governments straightaway announced 
10% lateral induction.

This was, therefore, not an afterthought, but it will certainly give urgency to 
the necessity of carrying out the necessary legally tenable and 
non-discriminatory revisions.



A United Nations report says that India’s population is among the youngest in 
the world. However, this demographic point is a dividend only if it is 
disciplined and imbued with a nationalistic fervour.









Answer key for 08-11-22 PYQs are:
1-b
2-b
3-c
4-d
5-b
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