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Context
Supreme Court, in a majority verdict, upholds the EWS quota
10% reservation to the ‘poorest of poor’ among forward castes does not 
affect Basic Structure of the Constitution, say three judges of the 
five-member Bench; CJI, another judge hold that exclusion of other 
communities is avowedly discriminatory

GS-2 
Reservation policy cannot continue 

indefinitely:SC



A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court, in a 3:2 majority decision, 
upheld the validity of the 103rd Constitutional Amendment, which provides 
10% reservation in government jobs and educational institutions to the 
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) of society but excludes the “poorest 
of poor” among Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), Socially 
and Educationally Backward Classes (SEBC) and Other Backward 
Classes (OBC) from its scope.

A reservation on the sole basis of economic criterion violated the Basic 
Structure of the Constitution.

A five-judge Constitution bench headed by Chief Justice Uday Umesh Lalit 
delivered the verdict in the matter.

The dissenting judges were of the view that “while the ‘economic criteria’ 
per se is permissible in relation to access of public goods (under Article 
15), the same is not true for Article 16, the goal of which is empowerment, 
through representation of the community”.



Justice Maheshwari rejected the argument that providing the EWS quota over 
and above the 50 percent ceiling fixed by the Mandal Commission case will 
violate the basic structure, saying “that ceiling limit is not inflexible and in any 
case only applies to the reservations envisaged” for the already reserved 
categories “by Articles 15(4), 15(5) and 16(4) of the Constitution”.

The 103rd amendment “cannot be said to breach the basic structure of the 
Constitution by permitting the State to make special provisions, including 
reservation, based on economic criteria”.



Context 
NPR needs to be updated again to incorporate changes due to birth, death, 
migration: Centre
No mention of CAA in annual report of Union Home Ministry; the NPR has a 
database of 115 crore residents and it may be updated along with the first 
phase of Census, which has been postponed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic

GS-2
NPR needs to be updated 



There is a need to update the National Population Register (NPR) again to 
incorporate the changes due to birth, death and migration for which 
demographic and other particulars of each family and individual are to be 
collected, the Union Home Ministry said in its 2021-22 annual report, 

The NPR, first prepared in 2010 and updated in 2015 by collecting 
information of all usual residents of the country.

The NPR is prepared under various provisions of the Citizenship Rules, 
2003, framed under the Citizenship Act, 1955. “In 2015, a few fields such 
as name, gender, date and place of birth, place of residence and father’s 
and mother’s name were updated and Aadhaar, mobile and ration card 
numbers were collected. To incorporate the changes due to birth, death 
and migration, there is a need to update it again,” 



It is being prepared at the local (Village/sub-Town), sub-District, District, 
State and National level under provisions of the Citizenship Act 1955 and the 
Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) 
Rules, 2003.

NPR was first done in 2010 and was later updated in 2015 when it was linked 
with Aadhar.

The Registrar General India shall act as the “National Registration Authority”, 
it is also the country’s Census Commissioner.

NPR data helps identify the demographics of actual residents who will be 
direct beneficiaries of any schemes launched in the area. The data will help 
the government design and adapt schemes like Ayushman Bharat, Jandhan 
Yojna, or medium of instruction in schools as per the current demographics, 
thus making the schemes more effective.



Context 
Who facilitated the deal between Russia and Ukraine? How has it helped 
global food chain supplies? Did it have a role in reducing inflation and 
foodgrain prices? What would have happened if the initiative was 
suspended by Moscow?

GS-2 
The Black Sea grain  Initiative 



Russia has re-joined the Black Sea Grain deal. “The Russian Federation 
believes that the guarantees it has received currently appear sufficient, and 
resumes the implementation of the agreement” 

It added that the mediation of the UN and Turkey had secured the 
continued cooperation.

The Black Sea Grain deal endeavours to tackle escalating food prices 
emanating from supply chain disruptions because of Russia’s actions in the 
world’s ‘breadbasket’. Ukraine is among the largest exporters of wheat, 
maize, rapeseed, sunflower seeds and sunflower oil, globally.

The UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, approximately 10.1 
million tonnes of grains have been shipped since the initiative commenced. 
The deal has also been credited for having made a “huge difference” to the 
global cost of living crisis.



The Black Sea Grain deal endeavours to tackle escalating food prices 
emanating from supply chain disruptions because of Russia’s actions in the 
world’s ‘breadbasket’. The deal, brokered by the UN and Turkey, was signed 
in Istanbul on July 22 this year.

Initially stipulated for a period of 120 days, with an option to extend or 
terminate after November, the deal was to provide for a safe maritime 
humanitarian corridor for Ukrainian exports (particularly for food grains) from 
three of its key ports, namely, Chornomorsk, Odesa and Yuzhny/Pivdennyi. 
The central idea was to calm markets by ensuring an adequate supply of 
grains, thereby limiting food price inflation.

Ukraine is among the largest exporters of wheat, maize, rapeseed, 
sunflower seeds and sunflower oil, globally. 

Its access to the deep-sea ports in the Black Sea enables it to directly 
approach Russia and Europe along with grain importers from West Asia and 
North Africa. Russia’s actions in the East European country had disturbed 
this route which earlier used to ship 75% of its agricultural exports precisely 
what the initiative sought to address.



As per the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, approximately 
10.1 million tonnes of grains have been shipped since the initiative 
commenced.

The UN Food and Agricultural Organisation’s (FAO) Food Price Index, which 
assesses the monthly change in international prices of a basket of food 
commodities, fell for the sixth consecutive month in a row during the 
September assessment period.

It was earlier inferred that the supply situation in markets was seen to be 
easing, with potential for further price drops. People hoarding the grain in the 
hope of selling it for a sizeable profit owing to the supply crunch were 
obligated to sell. The initiative has also been credited for having made a 
“huge difference” to the global cost of living crisis.

About 44% of the shipments, which include corn, wheat, rapeseed, and 
sunflower oil among others, reached high-income countries (including Spain, 
Netherlands and Italy among others), 28% reached low and 
lower-middle-income countries (Egypt, Iran, Sudan and Kenya among 
others) and 27% reached upper-middle income countries (China and 
Bulgaria among others).



The initiative alone cannot address global hunger; it can only avert the 
chances of the global food crisis spiralling further, especially when the region 
is yet to scale prior year levels.

The deal’s suspension was expected to re-introduce the price pressures on 
foodgrains, especially that of wheat, with inventories being at historical lows.

It could have particularly impacted countries in West Asia and Africa such as 
Egypt, Turkey, Lebanon, Sudan and Yemen which have benefitted from the 
resumption and are particularly dependent on Russian and Ukrainian exports.

Not only are those countries more dependent on Ukraine as a supplier of 
wheat and other grains, they tend to buy more during the winter to 
supplement their own harvests, which are largely consumed by the end of the 
year.

The researchers observe that storage facilities in Ukraine are already at 
capacity even as farmers turn to harvest the crops planted in spring. This, 
combined with restricted export opportunities, would have implied lower 
prices for farmers even as shortfalls spur prices globally.



Context 
Edaikkal’s mini-forest: a case study in greening and bureaucratic limitations

GS-3 
Edaikkal’s mini- Forest 



The transformation of the area under the Edaikkal Project in Villupuram 
district, implemented in 1994 with funds from the Social Forestry Scheme, is 
a classic example of what commitment to greening can do. 

In 28 years, the area has become a dense mini-forest and is now home to 
fauna like deer, mongoose and snakes. In another sense, it could also be a 
case study of the workings of the government.

Till 1996, the Indian government used to give a lot of funds for Social 
Forestry – about 80% to the Rural Development Department and 20% to the 
Forest Department.

Around 250 varieties of flora were planted, one acre allotted to each species 
of tree, plant and shrub native to Tamil Nadu.

The administration decided to create herbariums and special agro-climatic 
conditions for rarer/exotic varieties in due course.



Later IAS officer K. Ashok Vardhan Shetty, who set up the garden in 1994 
when he was the Collector of Villupuram.

He was transferred in the late 1994, and my successor did not evince the 
same interest in the project. The Indian government also stopped the funding 
for the Social Forestry Scheme in 1996. So, the garden was neglected.

The Edaikkal Project illustrated the problem in implementing anything new or 
substantial in a government setting

First, the Collector or another officer is seldom given a reasonably long tenure 
to implement his innovative idea successfully. Second, due to the 
predecessor-successor syndrome, you can be reasonably certain that your 
successor will not carry your initiative forward unless it has government 
backing. Third, government policies are continually in a state of flux. Finally, 
even in government programmes, operation and maintenance (O&M) are 
often the weak links,



Context 
We’re on highway to climate hell, UN chief says at COP-27
UAE President says his country will keep producing fossil fuels as long as 
there is a market for it in the world. The OPEC nation is scheduled to host 
next year’s edition of the climate summit

GS-3 
COP-27



United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said at the COP-27 
summit in Sharm El-Sheikh in Egypt

“Greenhouse gas emissions keep growing. Global temperatures keep rising. 
And our planet is fast approaching tipping points that will make climate chaos 
irreversible,” he said. “We are on a highway to climate hell with our foot on 
the accelerator.”

UAE President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahya took the stage and 
said his country, a member of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), would continue to produce fossil fuels for as long as there 
is a need.

The Conference of the Parties (COP) is the supreme body of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), made up of 
representatives from each country that signed the Paris Agreement and 
which meets every year. COP27, the 27th annual meeting, is being held 
under an Egyptian presidency in the Red Sea resort town of Sharm 
el-Sheikh.



The 2021 U.N. climate summit in Glasgow, Scotland, the Glasgow Pact 
marked the first time a U.N. climate agreement mentioned the goal of 
reducing fossil fuel use.

In December 2015, the Paris Agreement aims to limit the rise in the average 
global surface temperature. To do this, countries that signed the accord set 
national pledges to reduce humanity’s effect on the climate that are meant to 
become more ambitious over time.



A new kind of reservation in education and jobs solely based on income or 
economic criteria was destined to face several constitutional hurdles.

The special provision in favour of ‘Economically Weaker Sections’ (EWS) 
among those who are not eligible for community-based quotas meant for 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes, was 
introduced through an amendment to the Constitution, only a demonstration 
that the new quota violated the basic structure of the Constitution would 
have succeeded in dislodging it.

The Supreme Court of India has ruled that the amendment does not violate 
the basic structure.

For the first time, it has upheld a kind of reservation that specifically 
excludes those from the three existing categories of beneficiaries and is 
extended solely on the basis of economic criteria.

Editorial 
Economics, exclusion 



When in Indra Sawhney (1992), a nine-judge Bench upheld OBC 
reservation, but favoured exclusion of advanced sections of the beneficiary 
communities from its purview, it introduced a form of economic criteria for 
the first time. 

The criteria were used to exclude individuals, while the groups continued to 
be eligible for reservation. At the same time, the Court struck down a 
provision for 10% reservation for economically backward sections 
introduced by the Congress regime, on the ground that the Constitution 
does not provide for reservation solely based on economic criteria.

The logic behind this scheme of affirmative action was that reservation is a 
tool of reparation for groups excluded from mainstream avenues of 
advancement due to caste discrimination, while it should not become a 
benefit or reward for individual members of the same groups who may 
have made reasonable progress.

The resort to economic or income criterion as the sole marker for 
identifying a beneficiary is obviously unsustainable from the point of view of 
equality of opportunity. 



All five judges agree that the introduction of an economic criterion does not 
violate the Constitution. However, Justice S. Ravindra Bhat, with Chief 
Justice of India U.U. Lalit, concurring, has correctly found that the exclusion 
of groups that already enjoy reservation from accessing this new form of 
affirmative action violates the equality norm, which is a basic feature of the 
Constitution.

The Constitution Amendment came with considerable political legitimacy as 
very few members voted against it.

The majority acknowledges Parliament’s power to create a new set of criteria 
and a new target for affirmative action. 

Their opinions whole-heartedly endorse the exclusion of communities that 
benefit from existing reservation norms, contending that such exclusion is 
necessary to achieve the intended object of emancipating economically 
weaker sections and, if they are included, it may undermine the entire idea of 
providing such reservation.



This approach is clearly flawed because this creates a vertical reservation 
scheme based on economic weakness, a factor that could be applicable to 
all communities, but consciously excludes a large segment. 

The existing income criterion of ₹8 lakh a year has already been questioned 
by the Court in a separate case, as it is liable to result in excessive 
coverage of socially advanced classes. When those exempted from filing I-T 
returns are only those with taxable income below ₹2.5 lakh, it makes no 
sense to extend the reservation benefits to sections earning upto ₹8 lakh.

The majority view that the 50% ceiling is applicable only to caste-based 
quotas and not for EWS reservation is constitutionally unsustainable, as it is 
a vertical compartment that is carved out of the open competition segment.









Answer keys for 07-11-22 PYQs are:
1-b
2-b
3-b
4-a
5-b
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