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Context 
The Union government has now formed a three-member 
Commission of Inquiry headed by former Chief Justice of India, 
Justice K.G. Balakrishnan, to examine whether the Scheduled 
Caste (SC) status can be accorded to Dalits who have over the 
years converted to religions other than Sikhism or Buddhism.

GS-2 
SC status of Dalits



Currently, the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950 provides for 
only those belonging to Hindu, Sikh or Buddhist communities to be 
categorised as SCs

Earlier the order only allowed for Hindu communities to be classified as 
SCs based on the social disabilities and discrimination they faced due to 
untouchability. It was amended in 1956 to include Sikh communities and 
again in 1990 to include Buddhist communities as SCs.

The three-member commission has been given a two-year deadline to 
submit a report on the issue

The commission’s inquiry will also look into the changes an SC person 
goes through after converting to another religion and its implications on the 
question of including them as SCs.



Context 
India on Friday addressed the issue of the Uighurs of Xinjiang directly for 
the first time saying that the community’s human rights should be 
“respected”.

GS-2 
Human Rights to Uighurs of Xinjiang: 

MEA



The government of India had taken “note” of the human rights 
“assessment” of Xinjiang that was earlier presented by the Office of the 
High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) in a 46-page report.

“The human rights of the people of Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region 
should be respected and guaranteed. We hope that the relevant party will 
address the situation objectively and properly”.

India has generally avoided commenting on the reported crackdown on the 
Uighurs in Xinjiang.

The statement from the MEA came a day after India abstained on voting 
on a draft resolution at the 51st Regular Session at the United Nations 
Human Rights Council to hold a debate on the human rights situation in 
Xinjiang. 



The resolution was sponsored by the U.S., Finland, and other members of 
the western group at the HRC but at the end only 17 of the 47 members 
voted in favour, 19 voted against and 11, including India, abstained.

The delay to release the OHCHR’s report which contains details of 
atrocities against the Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang was criticised by Amnesty 
International that had sought international investigation into the findings.

it is time for the UN Human Rights Council to set up an independent 
international mechanism to investigate these crimes under international 
law and other serious human rights violations in Xinjiang.



Context 
Six Indian prisoners, who completed their jail terms, died in Pakistan 
in the last nine months 

GS-2 
India Prisoners died in Pakistan 



Five of the six Indians were fishermen.

All the six had completed their sentences, but were illegally detained by 
Pakistan despite completing their sentences and in spite of multiple 
demands by the Indian side for their release and repatriation.

Indian fishermen are often held by Pakistan's marine forces for allegedly 
straying into its territorial waters.

Pakistan claimed to have saved the lives of six Indian fishermen from 
drowning after their boat sank, close to the international maritime 
boundary line between the two neighbouring countries.



Context 
The number of crop fires reported out of Punjab are at a three-year low, 
suggests data from the Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) that 
tracks such fires via satellite.

GS-3 
Stubble burning is three years low



The number of crop fires reported out of Punjab are at a three-year low, 
suggests data from the Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) that 
tracks such fires via satellite. 

Only 320 fires have been reported this year, as opposed to 620 and 
1,935 in 2021 and 2020 respectively.

Uttar Pradesh, saw a rise in instances, shows the data till October 6, with 
80 crop burning events recorded in the State this year as opposed to 52 
last year.

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Delhi reported instances of burning 
that are in single digits.



Context 
Ramona National Park  is set to add a unique feature, with its decks 
being cleared to declare the nation's first Trans border Friendship 
Park.

GS-3 
India-Bhutan Friendship Park



Ramona National Park  is set to add a unique feature, with its decks being 
cleared to declare the nation's first Trans border Friendship Park that would 
comprise Raimona and the adjoining Phibsoo wildlife sanctuary of Bhutan.

The proposal was put by Bhutan in 2017, over a large contiguous belt 
comprising Phibsoo wildlife sanctuary and Ripu-Chirang reserve Forest.

It's jurisdiction extends to the Manas Tiger Reserve of Assam and the Royal 
Manas National Park of Bhutan together with several other protected areas 
in Southern Bhutan. 



Every year in October, thousands of people assemble at Nagpur’s 
Deekshabhoomi to pay homage to B.R. Ambedkar and remember the 
historic day of October 14, 1956, when he and half a million of his followers 
embraced Buddhism.

He found that Buddhism is rooted in India’s civilization, supplements 
modern ethical values and is averse to social hierarchies and patriarchal 
domination.

Neo-Buddhism was proposed as a mass movement that would elevate 
former ‘Untouchables’ and help them achieve self-respect. He hoped that 
Buddhist principles would mobilise them into a robust community to battle 
the ruling Brahmanical elites.

Editorial 
The atrophy of neo-Buddhist movement in India 



Neo-Buddhism emerged as a maverick phenomenon that offered strong 
psychological solace to the struggling Dalit masses. 

The Buddhist population in India is one of the smallest minorities, its 
ideological challenge against the Hindu social order has not been taken 
seriously, and even within the Dalit community, conversion to Buddhism is 
not perceived as a suitable path to achieve social emancipation.

A large majority (close to 80%) of Indian Buddhists resides in Maharashtra.

The Dalit sociopolitical movements in States including Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka have also not promoted conversion to 
Buddhism.

India’s neighbouring Buddhist countries also have not identified 
neo-Buddhists as significant partners in their theological engagements. 



Certain individuals and Buddhist associations from Japan, Thailand and 
the U.K. have established some close links with the neo-Buddhists of 
Maharashtra, but this is small support.

Even in States where the Scheduled Caste population is relatively high, 
such as in Punjab, West Bengal and Odisha, Dalits have shown restraint 
in adopting Buddhism to challenge their social location.

Theoretically, the neo-Buddhist movement is seen as an ideological and 
intellectual challenge to the dominant social and political ideas of the 
ruling elites. 

Buddhism has been appropriated as an integral part of greater ‘Indic 
Civilization’ and the Buddhist conversion movement has not been seen as 
antithetical to the Hindu cultural pantheon.









Answer keys to 07-10-22 PYQs are:
1-a
2-c
3-a
4-b
5-c


