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Context 
Centre issues alert on illegal stay of Bangladeshi nationals in the country

GS-3 
Center issues alert on illegal stay of Bangladeshi 

nationals



The Union government has issued an alert on the illegal stay of Bangladeshi 
nationals in India. 

Security agencies were informed of a well-connected network of local people 
and agents in West Bengal that was facilitating the foreign nationals to gain 
entry, obtain original documents with the help of fake addresses, identities, 
and so on.

The illegal immigrants who initially obtained Aadhaar cards moved to different 
parts of the country to get employment and settled there. Some managed to 
get other proof of address or identity such as bank passbook, voter identity 
card and PAN card, 

These documents help them establish a fake identity at a given address and 
get employment. Many are using them to get passports to travel abroad. 
Since the documents, including the passport, are issued by the competent 
authority, the accused persons travel without being suspected or caught.



The foreigners posing as Indian nationals used the documents for various 
purposes across India, the official quoted the advisory as saying and added 
that the accused foreign nationals were settled in several States, including 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Karnataka.

During the pandemic lockdown when a few lakhs of migrant workers left for 
their respective home States, the Bangladeshi workers stayed on. Some of 
them indulged in activities such as drug peddling during the period.



Context 
Navy chiefs of Quad in Japan ahead of Malabar Exercise
The meeting on the naval exercise, which was started in 1992 between India 
and the U.S., will go on till November 9; this comes at a time when a Chinese 
research vessel Yuan Wang-6 has entered the Indian Ocean Region via the 
Sunda Strait

GS-3
Malabar Exercise 



The Navy chiefs of India, Australia, Japan and the U.S., which comprise the 
Quadrilateral (Quad) grouping, met in Japan 

This year marks 30 years of the Malabar Exercise, which began as a bilateral 
exercise between India and the U.S. in 1992.

Indian naval ships Shivalik and Kamorta arrived at Yokosuka on November 2 
to participate in the IFR and the Malabar Exercise.

The presence of these indigenously built ships of the Indian Navy at these 
multi-national events will be an opportunity to showcase the shipbuilding 
capabilities of Indian shipyards during a large international gathering,” the 
Navy added.

Malabar Exercise is a multilateral war-gaming naval exercise that was started 
in 1992. It began as a bilateral exercise between the navies of India and the 
United States.



Two more editions of the exercise were carried out in 1995 and 1996, from 
2002 onward, the exercise has been conducted every year.

Japan and Australia first participated in 2007, and since 2014, India, the US 
and Japan have participated in the exercise every year.

In 2020 Australia joined the Malabar Exercise on India’s request in order to 
contain China in the Indo-Pacific region.

It is aimed to support free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific and remain 
committed to a rules based international order.



Context 
The Supreme Court has suggested a way out of routinely filing documents 
in sealed covers, especially in cases touching on national security. 

GS-2 
Sealed cover affidavits 



The Supreme Court has suggested a way out of routinely filing documents in 
sealed covers, especially in cases touching on national security.

The court said the government could redact the sensitive portions and show 
the rest to the petitioners. This would address both the state’s concerns about 
“national security” and the “right to know” of petitioners.

In cases where the government insists on keeping materials confidential from 
petitioners in public interest, it ought to claim “specific privilege” in an affidavit 
and impress upon the court that the contents should remain confidential.

The observations came during a hearing on the challenge to the telecast ban 
on the Kerala-based Media One TV channel. The government wanted to pass 
on its internal files in a sealed cover. It did not want to share the contents with 
the media company whose security clearance was revoked in January on the 
grounds of “national security and public order” without specifying any further 
details.



Sealed cover jurisprudence, is a practice used by the Supreme Court and 
sometimes lower courts, of asking for or accepting information from 
government agencies in sealed envelopes that can only be accessed by 
judges.

There is no specific law that defines the doctrine of sealed cover.

In P Gopalakrishnan V. The State of Kerala 2019, the Supreme Court had 
said that disclosure of documents to the accused is constitutionally 
mandated, even if the investigation is ongoing and said documents may lead 
to breakthrough in the investigation.

In the S.P. Velumani case 2022, the Supreme Court criticised the Madras 
High Court’s decision to permit a report to remain “shrouded in sealed cover” 
when the State had not even claimed any specific privilege. 



Context 
A new species of endemic honeybee has been discovered in the Western 
Ghats. The new species has been named Apis karinjodian and given the 
common name Indian black honeybee.

GS-3 
Indian black honey bee



A new species of endemic honeybee has been discovered in the Western 
Ghats. The new species has been named Apis karinjodian and given the 
common name Indian black honeybee.

It is after a gap of more than 200 years that a new species of honeybee has 
been spotted in the Western Ghats.

The last honeybee described from India was Apis indica in 1798 by 
Fabricius. Although Fabricius named the Indian bee Apis indica, it was not 
considered a valid species till now. 

The research team restored the status of Apis indica based on a new 
measure for species discrimination in honeybees termed ‘Radio-Medial 
Index (RMI).’



A high-resolution photographs of the type specimen from the Natural History 
Museum, Copenhagen, Denmark, to prove the distinct identity of Apis indica, 
which led to the discovery of Apis karinjodian.

Apis karinjodian has evolved from Apis cerana morphotypes that got 
acclimatised to the hot and humid environment of the Western Ghats.

Molecular analysis of mitochondrial DNA was also carried out and molecular 
sequence data available in the public open database NCBI-GenBank also 
helped confirm the species status of the new honeybee. 

The distribution of Apis karinjodian ranges from the central Western Ghats 
and Nilgiris to the southern Western Ghats, covering the States of Goa, 
Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu.



Context 
Favourable wind conditions improve Delhi’s air quality
Emergency measures such as the ban on entry of trucks and plying of 
non-BS VI diesel-run light motor vehicles under stage four of the Graded 
Response Action Plan have been revoked

GS-3 
Delhi’s Air Quality 



The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) revoked its 
November 3 order which called for emergency measures such as a ban on 
entry of trucks into the capital and plying of non-BS VI diesel-run light 
motor vehicles imposed under stage four of the Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) in Delhi.

As the present Air Quality Index (AQI) level of Delhi is around 339 which is 
about 111 AQI points below the threshold for invoking the GRAP Stage-IV 
actions (Delhi AQI > 450) and preventive/ mitigative/ restrictive actions 
under all stages up to Stage-IV are under way, there is a likelihood of 
sustaining the improvement in AQI. The forecast also does not indicate any 
steep degradation further,” an order from the Commission for Air Quality 
Management.

A higher value of AQI means an increase in air pollution.



Delhi pollution: From late October onwards, meteorological factors and 
‘stubble’ burning to add to the already high pollution base in the 
Indo-Gangetic basin, particularly the pollution due to the  Particulate Matter 
(PM), Haze and Smoke.

Particulate matter (PM) is made of solid particles and liquid droplets in the 
air. Any type of burning or dust-generating activity is a source of PM E.g., 
Emissions (from vehicles and industrial plant smokestacks)

Particulate matter PM2.5 (diameter of 2.5 micrometres or less) and PM10 far 
exceeds national and World Health Organization limits and are considered 
the main culprit for high pollution of Delhi and its surrounding regions called 
NCR.



Twenty-one months after a military coup, which derailed a decade-old 
experiment with limited democracy, Myanmar is struggling to cope with the 
consequences. 

People are suffering, authorities and opposition forces are locked in a cycle of 
violent clashes, the economy is deteriorating, and ASEAN’s mission to 
produce a solution has failed.

Even after killing over 2,300 people and imprisoning thousands, including Ms. 
Suu Kyi, the military still faces a rebellion. Its plan to hold an election next year 
stands jeopardised.

Clearly, it underestimated public anger and their commitment to freedom and 
democracy. 

Editorial 
The continuing stalemate in 

Myanmar 



With two key dimensions, the opposition has prevented the military from 
having its way. First, the parallel National Unity Government (NUG) may not 
be recognised by any state, but it continues to receive political and financial 
support from abroad. It has effectively channelled popular indignation 
against military rule, while still being vulnerable due to the paucity of 
resources and the absence of a visible leader.

Second, the about 20 ethnic armed organisations (EAOs), located in the 
east, north and west of Myanmar’s periphery, have divergent approaches 
towards the post-coup conflict. 

When the Tatmadaw (military), unhappy with the victory of the Aung San 
Suu Kyi-led National League for Democracy in the November 2020 
elections, chose to violate the constitution, it acted in the belief that the 
people would accept its diktat, as they had done in previous decades. 

Many view it as an intra-Bamar contestation, an issue of limited concern to 
them. Some like the Karens and Kachins support the NUG, while others, 
especially those controlled or supported by China, remain aloof.



Thus, while the opposition has performed well, it is unable to turn the tide in 
its favour, without a nationwide front against the Tatmadaw. 

National reconciliation between the military and civilian forces, and ethnic 
reconciliation between the majority Bamars and ethnic minorities, have been 
put on hold. Ms. Suu Kyi, 77, the most popular leader, has been sentenced to 
26 years of imprisonment in multiple cases on apparently trumped-up 
charges.

Besides, 1.1 million Rohingya, driven by military oppression to seek shelter in 
Bangladesh in 2017, continue to languish there. Dhaka’s efforts to arrange 
their safe return have failed. Armed clashes between the military and their 
ethnic opponents in the border region are having a spillover effect in 
Bangladesh. Dhaka continues to show restraint and a preference for 
diplomacy to manage the situation.



The UN has been forthright in criticising the coup. It has expressed concern 
over continuing violence, support for a ‘democratic transition’, a release of all 
political prisoners and dialogue among the parties concerned.

The UN’s failure lies in the sharp divisions within the international community 
on how to deal with this vexed issue.

The western powers have been severely critical of the military. They have put 
in place several restrictive measures and imposed more sanctions. They 
have extended support to the NUG

Russia has given considerable backing to the military regime, seeing in its 
own isolation an opportunity to strengthen bilateral cooperation in defence 
and energy supplies.

China is keeping a door open to democratic forces even while doing business 
with the regime and exploiting every opportunity to ensure progress on the 
China-Myanmar Economic Corridor.



ASEAN is divided in three ways: Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore are 
pro-democracy; Thailand and Laos are pro-military; and Vietnam and the 
Philippines are ambivalent. This disunity and the Tatmadaw’s refusal to 
cooperate with ASEAN have led to the non-implementation of the Five-Point 
Consensus. The upcoming ASEAN summit may provide clues on whether the 
grouping can forge a united stand and devise something that works better.

India is concerned as the post-coup conditions have adversely impacted its 
interests and hampered bilateral cooperation. Mega projects stand delayed. 
Some 50,000 refugees, as per unofficial estimates, have been camping in 
Mizoram.

Through greater unity, external players can help Myanmar in creating a 
suitable environment for dialogue on a political settlement. Distant countries 
such as Norway and Japan can play a helpful role as catalysts.









Answers for 05-11-22 PYQs are:
1-c
2-b
3-c
4-b
5-b
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