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Context 
All employees can opt for EPFO pension scheme: SC
The court uses its extraordinary powers under Article 142 to allow eligible 
members who had not opted for enhanced pension coverage prior to the 
2014 amendments to do so in four months

GS-2 
EPFO Pension Scheme 



The Supreme Court upheld the Employees’ Pension (Amendment) Scheme, 
2014 of the Employees’ Provident Fund Organistion as “legal and valid” while 
reading down certain provisions.

The court used its extraordinary powers under Article 142 of the Constitution 
to allow eligible employees who had not opted for enhanced pension 
coverage prior to the 2014 amendments, to jointly do so with their employers 
within the next four months.

The court struck down a requirement in the 2014 amendments that employees 
who go beyond the salary threshold (of ₹15,000 per month) should contribute 
monthly to the pension scheme at the rate of 1.16% of their salary.

The requirement to contribute 1.16% of the salary to the extent that such 
salary exceeds ₹15,000 per month as an additional contribution made under 
the amendment scheme is held to be ultra vires to the provisions of the 
Employees’ Provident Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952, a 
three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice U.U. Lalit held.



The legal dispute primarily concerned the controversial amendments made 
to clause 11 of the EPS-1995. An appeal filed by the EPFO challenging the 
decisions of the Kerala, Rajasthan and Delhi High Courts quashing the 2014 
amendments on “determination of pensionable salary” under the Employees 
Pension Scheme (EPS) of 1995.

Before the amendments were introduced, every employee, who became a 
member of the Employees Provident Fund Scheme of 1952 as on 
November 16, 1995, could avail the EPS. In the pre-amended version of 
EPS-1995, the maximum pensionable salary was ₹6,500. However, 
members whose salaries exceeded this cap could also opt, along with 
employers, to contribute up to 8.33% of their actual salaries to the pension 
fund.

The 2014 amendments to the EPS, which included changes in Clause 11(3) 
and insertion of paragraph 11(4), raised the cap from ₹6,500 to ₹15,000. 
Paragraph 11(4) said only employees, who were existing EPS members as 
on September 1, 2014, could continue to contribute to the pension fund in 
accordance with their actual salaries. They were given a window of six 
months to opt for the new pension regime.



Context 
Mathura-Vrindavan, one of India’s largest pilgrimage centres, aims to become 
a “net zero carbon emission” tourist destination by 2041

GS-3 
Mathura-Vrindavan to be Carbon neutral 



Mathura-Vrindavan, one of India’s largest pilgrimage centres, aims to 
become a “net zero carbon emission” tourist destination by 2041

Tourist vehicles will be banned from the entire Braj region, which includes 
famous pilgrim centres such as Vrindavan and Krishna Janmabhoomi. 
Instead, only electric vehicles used as public transport will be allowed into 
the area.

All 252 waterbodies and 24 forests in the area will also be revived. 

The Braj region’s annual pilgrim-tourist footfall is expected to multiply from 
the current level of 2.3 crore to six crore by 2041.

To attain a net zero carbon emission status, greenhouse gas emissions 
must be reduced to as close to zero as possible, with any remaining 
emissions re-absorbed from the atmosphere, by oceans and forests for 
instance. To facilitate this in Mathura-Vrindavan, the plan divides the entire 
region into four clusters, each containing two of the eight key cities. 



Context 
China names 11 Xinjiang highway bridges after slain Galwan soldiers
As per Global Times report, this was done ‘as a way of commemorating’ the 
soldiers, who had ‘become the epitome of Chinese people’s ever-growing 
patriotic sentiment’

GS-2 
China's  highway bridges 



Beijing had named 11 bridges along its key Tibet-Xinjiang highway, parts of 
which run through Aksai Chin, after four Chinese soldiers killed in the June 
2020 Galwan Valley clash.

Eleven bridges along the G219 national highway, which today runs along 
China’s western borders and initially began as an artery through Aksai Chin 
linking Tibet and Xinjiang its construction in the 1950s on land claimed by 
India triggered tensions eventually leading up to the 1962 war have been 
named after the four PLA soldiers and their hometowns in China.

This was done “as a way of commemorating” the soldiers, the newspaper 
said, adding that they had “become the epitome of Chinese people’s 
ever-growing patriotic sentiment.”

The June 2020 Galwan Valley clash followed the PLA’s aggressive moves 
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) starting in April that year. The clash led 
to the loss of lives of 20 Indian soldiers and at least four Chinese soldiers, 
marking the worst violence on the border since 1967. China only announced 
its fatalities in February 2021.



Three years on, Chinese state media have continued to highlight the Galwan 
clash and the role of its soldiers, five of whom received honours, four of them 
posthumously.



Context 
Rubber plantation coming up in Northeastern States and West Bengal.

GS-3 
Rubber plantation in NE and Bengal 



The Rubber Board with financial help from  the Automotive Tyre 
Manufacturers Association (ATMA) is implementing a project for developing 2 
lakh hectares of Rubber plantation in Northeastern States and West Bengal 
over a period of five years.

Over 1.65 crore Rubber plants have been successfully planted in the 
Northeastern under the project launched by the ATMA in collaboration with 
the Rubber Board.

The Rubber Board is taking initiative for setting up nurseries within the 
jurisdiction of its field offices in the Northeast.

The demand supply gap for natural rubber has been widening in India. 

At present 40 percent of the natural rubber requirement is meet through 
import. Against consumption of 12.3 lakh tonnes of natural rubber in FY22, 
domestic production stood at 7.7 lakh tonnes in the country. 

It is estimated that by 2030 the country would require about 20 lakh tonnes of 
natural rubber per annum.



Context 
DMK leader TR Baalu has urged “all like-minded MPs” to support a 
proposal to remove Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi. How are Governors 
removed from office?

GS-2 
How Governors are removed?



Under Article 155 and 156 of the Constitution, a Governor is appointed by the 
President and holds office “during the pleasure of the President”. If this 
pleasure is withdrawn before completion of the five-year term, the Governor 
has to step down.

As the President works on the aid and advice of the Prime Minister and the 
council of ministers, in effect, the Governor can be appointed and removed 
by the central government.

Thus, a Governor is a representative of the Union government in states. 
Article 163 of the Constitution says the Governor will normally be aided and 
advised by the Council of Ministers except in those functions which require 
his discretion.

While the Governor’s duties and responsibilities lie in a particular state, there 
is no provision for impeaching the Governor.



Although envisaged as an apolitical head who must act on the advice of the 
council of ministers, the Governor enjoys certain powers granted under the 
Constitution, such as giving or withholding assent to a Bill passed by the state 
legislature, assenting to the convening of the state legislative assembly, 
determining the time needed for a party to prove its majority, and which party 
must be called first do so, generally after a hung verdict in an election.

In Surya Narain Choudhary vs Union of India (1981), the Rajasthan High 
Court held that the pleasure of the President was not justiciable, the Governor 
had no security of tenure and can be removed at any time by the President 
withdrawing pleasure.

In BP Singhal vs Union of India (2010), the Supreme Court elaborated on the 
pleasure doctrine. It upheld that “no limitations or restrictions are placed on 
the ‘at pleasure’ doctrine”, but that “does not dispense with the need for a 
cause for withdrawal of the pleasure”.



India has the largest diaspora population, with nearly 1.35 crore non-resident 
Indians spread across the globe.

Many of them leave the country for short-term work and could miss out on 
exercising some of their rights such as registering their vote in India’s 
Assembly or parliamentary elections

The Election Commission of India (ECI) allows enrolled overseas citizens to 
vote in person at the polling station in the constituency where the person is 
registered as an overseas elector.

The necessity to vote in person and the costs have, for overseas citizens, 
acted as a disincentive for their wanting to exercise their mandate. This was 
evident in the numbers of such voters in the 2019 Lok Sabha election — 
25,606 among the minuscule 99,844 registered electors who voted. 

Editorial 
Remote voting 



In 2014, a committee constituted by the ECI to probe methods to enable 
overseas voters’ mandates concluded that proxy voting was the most viable, 
though some political parties objected to the idea. A Bill was passed in the 
16th Lok Sabha (2014-19) to enable this but lapsed. In 2020, the ECI 
approached the Government to permit NRIs to vote via postal ballots, similar 
to the system already used by service voters, i.e., the Electronically 
Transmitted Postal Ballot System (ETPBS), which allows registering their 
mandate on a downloaded ETPB and sending it to the returning officer of the 
constituency.

Allowing postal ballot use should be a good move for NRIs, even if this does 
increase the burden on embassy or consular officials. 

This is also a more trustworthy way of registering mandates rather than 
appointing proxies — which is currently allowed for service personnel who 
are a limited number in each constituency unlike NRIs who could constitute 
a more substantial chunk among the electorate in some States. 



In the 2014 discussion organised by the ECI, some parties raised the 
question whether NRIs will get a benefit denied to internal migrant workers, 
but the higher costs of travel back to India, as opposed to travelling within, 
is a valid reason for allowing NRIs the partially electronic postal balloting 
facility.

Several democratic countries allow for this option to their overseas citizens, 
but again, none has to deal with anything near the scale India has.

Therefore, if the postal ballot system is indeed instituted, rules must be 
clearly framed for voters’ eligibility on the basis of their time spent away 
from the country.









Answer for 04-11-22 PYQs are:
1-b
2-b
3-c
4-c
5-b
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