






Scan the QR Code and join our
Whatsapp Group

To get all our notifications of upcoming courses, offers and programs and also to
get free study materials

students are requested to join CSAP's free whatsapp group
 





Context 
Uttarakhand’s Uniform Civil Code committee sifts through four lakh 
suggestions, plans more outreach
Responses to ‘One law for all’ cover a range of subjects, from ‘reverse 
inheritance’ and banning polygamy and polyandry to same age of marriage 
for men and women; most comments received by panel from tribal belts and 
rural and hilly areas

GS-2 
Uttarakhands Uniform Civil Code



The five-member team formed to frame the draft for a Uniform Civil Code 
(UCC) in Uttarakhand is currently struggling to read and analyse over three 
lakh handwritten letters, 60,000 e-mails, and 22,000 suggestions uploaded on 
its website by residents of the hill State sharing their view and 
recommendations on “One law for all”.

Among the suggestions, which have mostly been received from tribal belts 
and rural and hilly areas, are policy interventions on “reverse inheritance” 
(parents to have rights over their offspring’s property), same age of marriage 
for both genders, and a total ban on polygamy and polyandry.

Elderly people in Pithoragarh says that they had spent all they had on the 
education of their children and on sending them to cities but received nothing 
in return when they became old and helpless. “They questioned us that if 
children have equal rights in parents’ income and property, parents should 
also be given equal rights [on their children’s property] so that they can also 
live a decent life as their children live,” 

Suggestions to ban polygamy and polyandry, which too is common in the 
interior areas of the State, have also been received.



Context 
Centre ‘doubles’ fertilizer subsidy as prices see a surge
Cabinet approves a subsidy of ₹51,875 crore for nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potash and sulphur for phosphatic and potassium fertilizers for rabi season; 
highest subsidy so far, says Union Minister

GS-3 
Center doubles fertilizers 

subsidy 



Considering the huge increase in the prices of fertilizers in global market, 
the Centre has “doubled” the fertilizer subsidy for this rabi season.

A meeting of the Union Cabinet here on Wednesday approved a subsidy of 
₹51,875 crore for nitrogen, phosphorus and potash (NPK) and sulphur for 
phosphatic and potassium fertilizers for the ongoing rabi season.

From the budget estimate of ₹21,000 crore of nutrient-based subsidy, the 
amount has been more than doubled. This is the highest subsidy so far. 

As commercial prices had doubled due to the Ukraine-Russia conflict and 
the logistics issues due to pandemic the Centre decided to double the 
subsidy component too. 

The Centre had taken measures to increase production of urea in India. 
While the requirement was 350 lakh tonnes, the production in the country 
was 250 lakh tonnes. 

Four new plants were coming up and nano urea would also replace the use 
of urea slowly. 



Context 
The proposals on intellectual property (IP) rights in the draft India-U.K. Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) will hurt the global supply of generic medicines.

GS-2 
India-UK FTA



In a press note, the international organisation said the intellectual property 
chapter of the India-U.K. FTA contains “harmful IP provisions”.

The controversial provisions tabled by the U.K. to “tighten the screws on 
producing, supplying and exporting affordable generic medicines from 
India”.

In a “Fact Sheet”, MSF has argued that the demand for “harmonisation” of 
Indian patent law with the U.K.’s laws will lead to dilution of important 
provisions in the Indian patent system necessary for manufacturing 
generics.

Article E.10 of the leaked IP chapter stipulates that both parties “shall not” 
make patent opposition proceedings available BEFORE the grant of a 
patent. In effect, this provision applies only to India as the U.K. does not 
have a pre-grant opposition system this goes directly against the current 
Indian patent law, which allows patent opposition proceedings both before 
and after the grant of a patent.



Context 
Curious collage shows rhino horns have been shrinking
Scientists analysed five centuries of artwork and photographs to assess 
changes in horn length and human attitudes towards the animal
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Rhino horns have been 

shrinking 



The horns of rhinoceroses may have become smaller over time from the 
impact of hunting, according to a recent study which analysed artwork and 
photographs of the animal spanning more than five centuries.

The study, published in the latest edition of People and Nature by the British 
Ecological Society, relied on a repository of images maintained by the 
Netherlands-based Rhino Research Center (RRC).

Declining horn length over time across species, perhaps related to selective 
pressure of hunting, and indicating a utility for image-based approaches in 
understanding societal perceptions of large vertebrates and trait evolution.

Rhinos have long been hunted for their horns. The five surviving rhino 
species are threatened by habitat loss and hunting.



The study found that the rate of decline in horn length was highest in the 
critically endangered Sumatran rhino and lowest in the white rhino of Africa, 
the most commonly found species in the wild and in captivity.

This observation follows patterns seen in other animals, such as tusk size in 
elephants and horn length in wild sheep, which have been driven down by 
directional selection due to trophy hunting, the study said.

The RRC’s repository holds a collection of more than 4,000 rhino images, 
including artistic portrayals from 1481 and photographs, of which the earliest 
was taken in 1862. The scientists used this for two research approaches.

They studied 3,158 images to assess the changes in representations of 
rhinos and human interactions with the animal over 500 years. They 
identified 80 images of all five rhino species, to analyse changes in horn 
length over time, extracting morphological data from photographs.



Context 
Can convicted legislators be disqualified from Assembly?
Why were the two Uttar Pradesh legislators awarded prison sentences? 
Under what conditions can an MLA/MP, sentenced by the Court, be 
removed from their positions?

GS-2 
Convicted Legislature 



Section 8 of the Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951, contains 
provisions aimed at decriminalising electoral politics.

There are two categories of criminal cases that attract disqualification upon 
conviction. In the first category are offences that entail disqualification for a 
period of six years upon any conviction.

All other criminal provisions form a separate category under which mere 
conviction will not entail disqualification.

The Supreme Court has the power to stay not only the sentence, but also the 
conviction of a person. In some rare cases, conviction has been stayed to 
enable the appellant to contest an election.

Two Uttar Pradesh legislators were convicted on criminal charges in recent 
days, but only one of them has been disqualified and his seat declared vacant 
by the State’s Legislative Assembly secretariat.



There are two categories of criminal cases that attract disqualification upon 
conviction. In the first category are offences that entail disqualification for a 
period of six years upon any conviction. If the punishment is a fine, the 
six-year period will run from the date of conviction, but if there is a prison 
sentence, the disqualification will begin on the date of conviction, and will 
continue up to the completion of six years after the date of release from jail. 

Major IPC offences are included under this head: making speeches that cause 
enmity between groups (Sec.153A) and doing so in a place of worship 
(Sec.505), bribery and personation during elections and other electoral 
offences, offences relating to rape and cruelty to women by husband and 
latter’s relatives. Besides, serious provisions of special laws such as the 
Protection of Civil Rights Act, Customs Act, Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act etc are among the category of offences that entail disqualification 
regardless of the quantum of punishment.

Laws for prevention of Sati, corruption, terrorism and insult to national flag and 
national anthem etc are also part of this group. All other criminal provisions 
form a separate category under which mere conviction will not entail 
disqualification. A sentence of at least two years in prison is needed to incur 
such disqualification.



Under Section 8(4) of the RPA, legislators could avoid immediate 
disqualification until 2013. The provision said that with respect to a Member 
of Parliament or a State legislator the disqualification will not take effect for 
three months.

If within that period, the convicted legislator files an appeal or revision 
application, it will not take effect until the disposal of the appeal or 
application. In other words, the mere filing of an appeal against conviction will 
operate as a stay against disqualification.

In Lily Thomas vs. Union of India, the Supreme Court struck down clause (4) 
as unconstitutional, thus removing the protection enjoyed by lawmakers.

The Supreme Court has the power to stay not only the sentence, but also the 
conviction of a person. In some rare cases, conviction has been stayed to 
enable the appellant to contest an election. 



The SC has made it clear that such a stay should be very rare and for 
special reasons. The RPA itself provides a remedy through the Election 
Commission. Under Sec. 11 of the Act, the EC may record reasons and 
either remove, or reduce the period of, a person’s disqualification. The EC 
exercised this power for Sikkim Chief Minister P.S. Tamang, who served a 
one-year sentence for corruption, and reduced his disqualification so as to 
contest a byelection and remain in office.



November 3 will be the first ‘The International Day for Biosphere Reserves’, to 
be celebrated beginning 2022.

The World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) was formed in 1971, as a 
backbone for biodiversity conservation, ecosystem restoration, and living in 
harmony with nature. There are now 738 properties in 134 countries, including 
12 in India, four in Sri Lanka, and three in the Maldives.

Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Nepal do not have biospheres as yet, but help is on 
its way: The ‘South and Central Asia MAB Reserve’ Networking Meeting 
(where MAB stands Man and the Biosphere) is planned for 2023, to advance 
biosphere reserve establishment, and management.

Editorial 
A chance to expand the world's biosphere footprint 



UNESCO is ready to assist in carrying out a professional potentiality 
analysis. In addition, an expert mission has been planned for spring 2023 to 
Bhutan, India’s north-east and the Sundarbans in Bangladesh.

The WNBR, an amazing network of sites of excellence, is a unique tool for 
cooperation through sharing knowledge, exchanging experiences, building 
capacity and promoting best practices.

Its members are always ready to support each other. This kind of help 
extended through the network is of great importance because the ecological 
carrying capacity of the planet earth has been exceeded.

In South Asia, over 30 biosphere reserves have been established. The first 
one was the Hurulu Biosphere Reserve, in Sri Lanka, with 25,500 hectares 
of tropical dry evergreen forest. In India, the first biosphere reserve was 
designated by UNESCO in 2000, namely, the blue mountains of the Nilgiris 
stretching over Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala. 



Spain, with a landmass of 506,000 km2, and a population of 47.4 million is 
one of the lead participating WNBR countries globally, with 53 properties. In a 
comparison with the surface size of Spain to India (ca. 3.3 million km2), and 
India’s human population of ca. 1.4 billion people, it appears a good idea to 
carry out a potentiality analysis of biosphere reserves in India, with a focus on 
the seven sisters in north-east India.

South Asia has a very diverse set of ecosystems, with Bhutan, India, and 
Nepal combined having thousands of glaciers, surrounded by lakes and 
alpine ecosystems.

As an article by Eric Falt highlights, biosphere reserves have all developed 
science-based management plans, where local solutions for sustainable 
human living and nature conservation are being tested, and best practices 
applied. Issues of concern include biodiversity, clean energy, climate, 
environmental education, and water and waste management, supported by 
scientific research and monitoring.



All biosphere reserves are internationally recognised sites on land, at the 
coast, or in the oceans. Governments alone decide which areas to nominate.

Before approval by UNESCO, the sites are externally examined. If approved, 
they will be managed based on a plan, reinforced by credibility checks while 
remaining under the sovereignty of their national government.

Some of the countries in South Asia do not yet have any or enough 
biosphere reserves. In most, if not all cases, the political will is certainly 
there, but there is a lack of know-how and financial resources. Of course, 
more financial support from the richer nations and the private sector would 
be desirable to advance biosphere reserves in these countries. Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, and Nepal are on our priority list.
The existence of the new World Network of Mountain Biosphere Reserves 
provides a welcome opportunity for Bhutan and Nepal to establish their first 
biosphere reserves and participate in the world network. If these pockets of 
hope can expand, with at least one biosphere reserve per country in 
Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal until 2025 (with additional biosphere 
reserves in India’s North-East and along the coasts) it will give realisation to 
millions of people that a better future is truly possible — one where we will 
truly live in harmony with nature.









Answer keys for 02-11-22 PYQs are:
1-a
2-d
3-c
4-b
5-c
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