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Context
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has extended the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) in parts of Arunachal
Pradesh and Nagaland for another six months

GS-3 
AFSPA extended 
in Nagaland and 

Arunachal 



Tirap, Changlang and Longding districts in Arunachal Pradesh and the
areas falling within the jurisdiction of Namsai and Mahadevpur police
stations in Namsai district along the Assam border, are declared as
‘disturbed area’ under Section 3 of the AFSPA 1958.

The Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958 is an act of Parliament
that gives the armed forces the power to maintain public order in
“disturbed areas”. It gives the armed forces the authority to use force
or even open fire after warning a person who is found to be in
contravention of the law.

A disturbed area is one where the “use of armed forces in aid of civil
power is necessary”. Under section 3 of the AFSPA, any area can be
declared disturbed due to differences or disputes between members
of different religious, racial, language, or regional groups or castes or
communities.



Context
the U.S. Treasury department announced it had imposed sanctions
against a Mumbai-based petrochemical company among several
entities accused of selling Iranianpetroleumproducts.

GS-2 
U.S. on Indian 
petrochemical 

company 



Mumbai-based Tibalaji that was accused of purchasing shipments
that were then sent to China.

After U.S. Trump administration’s decision to walk out of the nuclear
deal, or Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) with Iran In
2018.

India has officially refused to endorse the “unilateral sanctions” of
the U.S., the Modi government agreed to end all oil imports from Iran
in 2019, thatmade up about 11% of India’s intake.



JCPOA

• In 2015, Iran agreed on a long-term deal on its nuclear
programme with a group of world powers known as the P5+1 (the
US, UK, France, China, Russia and Germany).

• Iran agreed to significantly cut its stores of key components for
nuclear weapons like centrifuges, enriched uranium and heavy
water.

• It also agreed to dismantle much of its nuclear
programme and open its facilities to more extensive international
inspections in exchange for billions of dollars worth of sanctions
relief.



Context
China has withdrawn a draft resolution at the IAEA against the AUKUS
grouping seeking to provide Australia with nuclear-powered
submarines following India’sobjectiveview on the issue.

GS-2 
China withdraws 
proposal at IAEA



The AUKUS (Australia, the UK and the US) security partnership
announced in September last it would facilitate Australia getting
technology to build nuclear-powered submarines.

China tried to get the resolution passed at the general conference of
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) which took place in
Vienna from September 26 to 30.

China argued that this initiative was in violation of their
responsibilities under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). It
also criticised the role of IAEA in this regard.



Context
In a move to tighten the incentive disbursal system under the
government’s flagship incentive schemes for electric vehicles, the
Heavy Industries Ministry is moving from a paper-based subsidy
claims mechanism to a new digital platform that will track the value
addition achieved by a vehicle manufacturer using domestically
produced inputs from equipmentmanufacturers.

GS-2
Govt floats 

digital platform 
for data sharing 



An IT-enabled system based on Application Programming Interface or
API, would be leveraged to ensure that data pertaining to the net
value addition achieved during the manufacturing process would
automatically be fed into the Ministry’s portal from the vehicle
manufacturers’ enterprise resource planning (ERP) systems.

This will enable traceability of equipment and inputs with their
complete digital footprint.

Currently, companies file this in the physical format to claim
incentives under the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric
and Hybrid Vehicles in India (FAME) scheme and other flagship
schemes such as the Productivity-Linked Incentive (PLI).

Digital system will not just bring in transparency but also be the next
level in ease of doing business and will save a lot of hassle for
companies that have to file it in physical form as on date.



Context
Excessive rainfall this year has not only damaged the crops but
has also led to gradual increase in moisture content in the soil,
as a result of which leaves of cotton plants have begun turning
red alongwith a thickening of the stem.

GS-3 
Cotton growers 

worries 



After heavy rain flooded the lands sown with cotton were destroyed,
leaves of cotton plants have begun turning red along with a
thickening of the stem.

India’s total production of cotton in the year 2021-22 was 34.062
millionbales (bales of 170 kg each).

The area sown under cotton in India has reduced from 134.77 lakh
hectares (lh) in 2019-20 to 132.85 lh in 2020-21 and 123.5 lh in 2021-
22.

Over a period, Bt cotton has become increasingly susceptible to pink
bollworm and white-fly insect pest attacks, making it riskier for
farmers to grow the crop.



The draft Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022 (Telecom Bill)
published for public consultation on September 21, 2022 aims to
create a legal framework attuned to the realities of the 21st century
to ensure India’s socio-economic development.

the Telecom Bill fails to inculcate the learnings evolved in courts
and other institutions of authority, and instead repackages the
provisions from pre-Independence laws to pass them off as
legislativeadvancements.

The Telecom Bill will usher in a wave of stricter regulations and
centralised power by introducing licences for telecommunication
services.

Editorial 
Letting go of a chance to democratise telecom services



The expansion of the definition of telecommunication services to
include OTT communication services, coupled with the
requirements for interception under Clause 24(2)(a) may signal
the death knell for end-to-end encryption (E2EE) in India.

The central government exercising its exclusive privilege to issue
a licence, require online service providers to store data locally, in
India. Such a data localisation requirement confers excessive
discretion to the Government, and adversely affects the privacy of
individuals.

These attempts are in stark contrast with the recommendations
and learnings evolved in the last decade by the Supreme Court in
its right to privacy decision (2017) and the Justice B.N. Srikrishna
Committee Report on data protection (2018).



A specific power for suspension of Internet services (Internet
shutdowns). In addition to the impact Internet shutdowns have on
the fundamental right to free speech of citizens, the high economic
costs of such shutdowns have also been consistently raised as a
criticism.

Learnings and recommendations from the Supreme Court’s decision
in 2020 in Anuradha Bhasin vs Union Of India and the 2021 report of
the Standing Committee on Information Technology find no place in
the TelecomBill.









Answer keys 30-09-22 PYQs are:
1-d
2-c
3-c
4-a
5-b


