
 

 

Paper - II 

General Studies-I 

(Indian Heritage and Culture, History and Geography of the World and Society) 

 Indian Culture - Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

 Modern Indian History from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present- significant 

events, personalities, issues. 

 The Freedom Struggle — its various stages and important contributors/contributions from different parts 

of the country. 

 Post-independence Consolidation and Reorganization within the country. 

 History of the World will include events from 18th century such as Industrial Revolution, world wars, 

Redrawal of National Boundaries, Colonization, Decolonization, political philosophies like Communism, 

Capitalism, Socialism etc.— their forms and effect on the society. 

 Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

 Role of Women and Women’s Organization, Population and Associated Issues, Poverty and 

Developmental issues, Urbanization, their problems and their remedies. 

 Effects of Globalization on Indian society. 

 Social Empowerment, Communalism, Regionalism & Secularism. 

 Salient features of World’s Physical Geography. 

 Distribution of Key Natural Resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian sub-

continent); factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in 

various parts of the world (including India). 

 Important Geophysical Phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc., 

geographical features and their location-changes in critical geographical features (including water-bodies 

and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes. 

 

 

 



 

 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 

2006 

1. Why is Nandigram in the news ? Discuss the handling of Nandigram incidents by the Left Front 

Government of West Bengal. 

2. Who is Kashmir Singh? Why is he in the news? 

3. Why has the film 'Jodhaa-Akbar' created controversy? 

2011 

1. Write briefly about the following: 

(a) Buffer Satet 

(b) Leander Paes 

(c) Aung San Kyi 

(d) Dada Saheb Phalke Award 

2014 

1. Write what you know about the Malaysian airline flight MH 370 that was reported missing in the first 

week of March, 2014.  

2015 

1. Name the boxer who won the gold medal in the Women's fly weight boxing competition of the 17th Asian 

Games and her state of origin. 

2. Who won the Pulitzar Pize in the Year 2014 and for what work did he/she win it? 

2016 

1. 2016 South Asian Games was held in which country? Which two States hosted it? 

2. Mention two occasions when there were plan holidays and why? 

2018 

1. Name the place and year where the first Commonwealth Games were held. 



 

 

 

INDIAN HISTORY 

2006 

1. Evaluate the contribution of revolutionary terrorism represented by Bhagat Singh to the cause of India's 

Struggle of Independence.  

2. What was the character of social religious reforms in the 19th Century and how did they contribute to the 

national awakening in India?  

3. What is the role of 'Sepoy Mutiny' in giving shape to India's struggle for Independence? 

4. Who is Dalai Lama? Why and when did he come to India?  

5. Write briefly about the following? 

(a) Panini 

(b) Megasthenes 

2011 

1. Write on the introduction and the impact of Western education under the British rule in India. 

2. Bring out the salient features of Indus Valley Civilization and focus on its trade relation with West Asia. 

3. What were the factors that encouraged the growth of Indian nationalism? 

4. Write briefly about the following:  

(a) Discuss the social reforms of the Brahmo Samaj  

(b) Rowlatt Act 

(c) Simon Commission 

(d) Civil Disobedience Movement, 1930 

(e) Partition of Bengal 

(f) Din-i-Ilahi 

2014 

1. Examine the political organizations of the early vedic period. 

2. Account for the decline and disintegration of the Mauryan Empire 

3. What are the four Vedas? 

4. Write briefly about 



 

 

(a) Handerson Brooks Report. 

2015 

1. Discuss about the civilization of "Gupta Era". Why the "Gupta Era" is called the "Golden Era" of India? 

2. What are the main causes for the downfall of Mauryan empire? How far was Ashoka responsible for it? 

3. Give a short note on Fahien's Account of India. 

4. Write briefly about Rani Lakshmi Bai. 

2016 

1. Trace the genesis of the Brahmo Samaj. Assess its role in the socio-religious changes in 19th century India. 

2. Discuss the political organisation during the Rig Vedic period. What were the changes that occurred in the 

later Vedic period? 16 

3. Why was Bengal partitioned in 1905?  

4. Why was the Radcliffe Committee appointed?  

2017 

1. India has had its cultural and trade relations with the nations of South Asia since ancient time. Illustrate 

with examples. 16 

2. "Sardar Patel accomplished a silent revolution by ensuring the absorption and assimilation of a multitude 

of principalities without shedding even a drop of blood." Discuss. 

3. Discuss the salient features of the Harappan culture. Write the causes of its decline. 

4. Name the authors of Akbarnama and Harshacharita. 

5. Name two leaders of Santhal uprising (1855). 

2018 

1. Discuss the Civil Disobedience Movement from the beginning till its withdrawal in 1934. Assess its 

importance as the greatest mass movement in India. 

2. What are the major constituents of 'drain of wealth' from India during the colonial rule? 

3. The Battle of Panipat in 1761 was fought between which forces?  

 

INDIAN HERITAGE AND CULTURE 

2011 



 

 

1. Write briefly about the criteria needed to be fulfilled for recognition of a 'World Heritage Site'. 

2015 

1. Write the chief teaching of Lord Buddha. How far was Buddhism a reform movement within Hinduism? 

2. In which part of our country "Pongal" is celebrated. Mention its significance. 

2017 

1. How did external invasions influence the art and culture of India in the post-Mauryan period?  

2. Analyze critically that Buddha's teachings to a large extent could be helpful in understanding and resolving 

the problems of today's society. 

3. Distinguish between culture and civilization. 

4. Name the States of India in which Garba and Tamasha dance form originated. 

2018 

1. Describe the achievements of the Gupta period in the fields of science, art and architecture. 

2. Name two plays written by Kalidasa.  

3. What do you know about the Allahabad Pillar Inscription? 

4. Name the authors of the books, Katha Guru Charita and Kadam-Kali 

5. What are Mudras? How many fundamental mudras are required to depict a particular emotion? 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

2006 

1. Explain the phenomenon of ozone depletion, its causes and effects. What efforts are needed to reduce it ?  

2. Explain how the Himalaya and the Tibetan highlands play an important role in the development of the 

south-West monsoon.  

3. Explain the nature and causes of growing slum problems in the metropolitan cities of India. 

4. Explain the importance of water resources and the means of conservation.  

5. Why is Siachen important? 

2011 

1. Discuss the project on interlinking of the rivers. What are its merits and demerits? 



 

 

2. State the concepts and ideas involved in watershed management.  

3. On which river the Golden Bridge is located? Identify the two posts (check) on either side of the bridge.  

4. What is tornado? How does it differ from cyclone? 

5. What are climate zones?  

6. What is Richter scale? 

2014 

1. What is meant by demographic dividend ? Suggest the measures through which India can realize the 

benefit of demographic dividend. 

2. Distinguish between in-immigration and out-immigration. Explain the causes of the rural-urban migration 

of population in India and analyse the various problems that may arise on account of rural-urban 

migration. 

3. Explain the main factors determining the sex-ratio in India.  

4. Write briefly about the following: 

(a) Shifting Cultivation. 

(b) Tehri Dam. 

(c) Crop rotation. 

5. What is Cadastral Map? 

6. What is the difference between Rabi Crops and Kharif Crops?  

7. Name two active volcanoes in India. 

8. What is the significance of the 82.5 East Longitude for our country? 

9. What is rain-water harvesting ? 

2015 

1. Summarise the causes of rapid population growth in India.. Examine its impact on the economy of the 

country. 16 

2. Explain the problem of river pollution in India with a focus on Ganga river pollution. Suggest some 

measures to control river pollution in the country? 

3. How do the Indian monsoons originate? Describe the impacts of monsoons on Indian culture and 

economy with relevant examples. 

4. The Sun rises two hours earlier in Arunachal Pradesh as compared to Gujrat in the west, but the watches 

show the same time. Explain the fact. 

5. Briefly explain the role of Roman Sensing in the development and natural resources in India. 



 

 

6. What do you mean by biomass? Discuss the significance of biomass as a non conventional source of 

energy in India. 

7. Mention the names of two renewable energy sources of India. 

8. What is organic farming? 

9. What do you mean by black soil zone of India?  

10. Explain what do you mean by Coromandal Coast. 

11. What is a horse latitude?  

12. What is rainforest? 

13. Which is the largest fresh-water lake in India? Describe its location? 

14. Write briefly about Seismograph and its applications.  

15. Which are the countries connected by Still well road? 

16. Write briefly what do you mean by East-West corridor.  

 

2016 

1. Explain the importance of water resources and means of water conservation. Explain the drought 

situation prevalent in India in recent times. 

2. Give an estimate of the magnitude of water crisis in India. Is the river-linking project a solution to the 

problem? Give reasons. 

3. What are IMR and MMR? Explain their importance.  

4. What is 'integrated Watershed Management Plan'?  

5. 'Gotthard Base Tunnel' was in news sometime ago. Why? 2  

6. What is 'Golden Quadrilateral'? 

7. What do you understand by 'Standard Positioning Systems' and 'Precision Positioning Systems' in GPS? 

2017 

1. What is disaster management? How could it be helpful in preventing the loss of lives and property in the 

event of occurrence of any disaster? 

2. What are renewable and non-renewable sources of energy? Give examples.  

3. What are the fossil fuel resources in for India? 

4. Which is the largest mineral-based industry in India? Why is it a key or basic industry? 

5. Mention two geographical requirements for the growth of wheat in India. 

2018 



 

 

1. Discuss how water harvesting system can be made effective to address the problem of depleting 

groundwater resources in urban areas. 

2. What is the phenomenon called 'cloudburst'? 

3. Name the Indian States that share their borders with Bhutan. 

4. How does a solar eclipse occur? 

5. Tungabhadra Multipurpose Project is a joint venture of which States of India? 

6. What does El Niño mean? 

7. Which place is called Greenwich of India and why? 

8. Which continent is called dark continent and why? 

9. What is Blue Revolution? 

10. What does the solar system consist of? 

11. Which is the highest dam in India? Where is it located? 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Paper - III 

General Studies-II 

(Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and International Relations) 

 Indian Constitution—Historical Underpinnings, Evolution, Features, Amendments, Significant Provisions 

and Basic Structure. 

 Functions and Responsibilities of the Union and the States, Issues and Challenges Pertaining to the Federal 

Structure, Devolution of Powers and Finances up to Local Levels and Challenges Therein. 

 Separation of Powers between various organs Dispute Redressal Mechanisms and Institutions. 

 Comparison of the Indian Constitutional Scheme with that of Other Countries. 

 Parliament and State Legislatures—Structure, Functioning, Conduct of Business, Powers & Privileges and 

Issues Arising out of these. 

 Structure, Organization and Functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—Ministries and Departments 

of the Government; Pressure Groups and Formal/Informal Associations and their Role in the Polity. 

 Salient Features of the Representation of People’s Act. 

 Appointment to various Constitutional Posts, Powers, Functions and Responsibilities of various 

Constitutional Bodies. 

 Statutory, Regulatory and various Quasi-judicial Bodies. 

 Government Policies and Interventions for Development in various sectors and Issues arising out of their 

Design and Implementation.  

Development Processes and the Development Industry — the Role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and 

associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders. 

 Welfare Schemes for Vulnerable Sections of the population by the Centre and States and the Performance 

of these Schemes; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions and Bodies constituted for the Protection and 

Betterment of these Vulnerable Sections. 



 

 

 Issues Relating to Development and Management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, 

Human Resources. 

 Issues relating to Poverty and Hunger. 

 Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency and Accountability, E-governance- applications, models, 

successes, limitations, and potential; Citizens Charters, Transparency & Accountability and institutional 

and other measures. 

 Role of Civil Services in a Democracy. 

 India and its Neighborhood- Relations. 

 Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and Agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests. 

 Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed and Developing Countries on India’s interests, Indian Diaspora. 

 Important International Institutions, agencies and fora - their Structure, Mandate. 

 

POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

2006 

1. What are the salient features of the Government of India Acts of 1858 and 1909 ? 

2. What is the composition of the Rajya Sabha ? How are the members elected? 

3. Describe how the two parties in the USA select their presidential candidates.  

4. Half a century after the launch of the notorious morning sickness pill, thalidomide, its surviving victims are 

demanding compensation. Explain why compensation is to be given. 

5. Describe some of the recommendations of the Knowledge Commission.  

6. The Monisena Commission of Enquiry has recently submitted its report. What are the main findings of the 

Commission ? 

7. How is quality of a college or University assessed?  

8. Under what circumstances, financial emergency can be declared under the Article 360 of the Constitution 

of India? 

9. What are the exceptions when the President of India is not bound by the aid and advice of the Council of 

Ministers? 

10. What are the main sources of the Indian Constitution? 

11. What is regionalism? In which way, regionalism has affected the Indian polity? 

12. Under what circumstances, Parliament may legislate on State subjects? 

13. What is an oppinion poll ? Does it affect voting behaviour?  

14. Write briefly about the following: 



 

 

a. Criminalization of Politics 

b. Casting Vote 

c. Protem Speaker 

d. Panchsheel in India's Foreign Policy  

15. Differences between the Cabinet and the Council of Ministers. 

16. What is Consolidated Fund of India? 

17. Why the women need to be empowered? 

18. What are the conistitutional limitations on the free movements of Indians throughout the country? 

19. Is the high Court's power to issue 'writs' wider than that of the Supreme Court of India?  

2011 

1. What are the difference between Lokpal and Janalokpal? Discuss their respective advantages. 

2. What causes child labour in India? Discuss the role of the Government and the Supreme Court of India on 

curbing child labour. 

3. What is RTI Act? Discuss its advantages and disadvantages 

4. What is NCTC? To what extent can it curb terrorism in India? Critically discuss the opposition of some 

States to the creation of NCTC. 

5. Discuss the composition and function of the Election Commission of India. What steps have been taken by 

the Commission to remove the defects of the Indian election system? Do you have any suggestion to 

make in this regard?  

6. Explain the status, composition and functions of the Minorities Commission. Who is its present chairman? 

7. What is bicameral legislature? Comment on its advantages and disadvantages, and mention the States 

that have bicameral legislature in our country?  

8. How is the independence of Indian judiciary protected? 

9. What are the unitary features of the Indian Constitution? 

10. Write briefly about the following:  

(a) Zero-hour Discussion  

(b) Joint Session of the Parliament 

(c) Aadhaar Card 

(d) Party Whip 

(e) Cut Motion 

11. What is public interest litigation? 

12. Bring out the causes of power crisis in India. 

2014 



 

 

1. How far have the Directive Principles of State Policy facilitate the realization of social justice in India ? Give 

your comment with relavant illustration. 

2. Is there any need for a new State Reorganization Commission? Justify your answer with reference to the 

formation of the 29th state in India. 

3. What do you mean by judicial review? Show, with examples, how judicial review is important for ensuring 

justice in public life in India. 

4. Who can convene a joint session of the Parliament ? Under what circumstances are the joint sessions 

held? 

5. Describe the composition and functions of the National Commission for women. 

6. What is Vote on Account? 

7. When was the Indian Independence Act passed? Who passed the Act? 

8. What is proportional representation ? 

9. Who is the leader of the opposition in the present Lok Sabha ? 

10. What is NOTA?3What is Kitchen Cabinet? 

11. Write briefly about 

(a) Protem Speaker. 

(b) Judicial activism. 

(c) National Green Tribunal 

(d) Surrogate motherhood. 

2015 

1. What do you mean by judicial activism? Cite some examples of judicial high handedness in the Indian 

context. 16 

2. What were the main features of provincial autonomy? What are its limitations? 

3. What is the necessary of the Lok Pal Bill? How will it benefit the masses?  

4. Discuss the 52nd amendment of the Indian Constitution. What are its limitations? 

5. Briefly discuss about the concept of Smart Cities envisaged by the present Union Government. 

6. Write a note on NITI Aayog. 

7. What is 'zero' hours?  

8. State the importance of 8th March. 

2016 

1. What are the main characteristics of the 73rd Constitutional amendment? Make a critical assessment on 

its working. 16  



 

 

2. Discuss the federal features of the Indian Constitution. What is the quasi-federal character of the Indian 

Union?  

3. 'Right to Property' was guaranteed by which Article of the Indian Constitution? What is the present 

position of this Right? 5  

4. What is Gender Inequality Index? Mention its thrust areas. 5  

5. What is meant by the Original Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of India?  

6. What do you understand by the term 'Pocket Veto' which can be exercised by the President?  

7. What is the system for the removal of the President of India from Office? 

8. What should be the strength of the largest Opposition Party in 

9. Parliament or State Legislative Assembly to claim the position of the Leader of Opposition? 

10. Who was the Chairman of the Constituent Assembly? Who was the Chairman of the Drafting Committee? 

2017 

1. Discuss the basic features of the Indian Constitution. Is the Indian Constitution flexible in nature? 16  

2. Discuss the nature of Fundamental Rights in India. Under what conditions can Fundamental Rights be 

suspended in India? 

3. Write about the composition of the Election Commission of India. Briefly describe its main functions. 

4. What is Money Bill? Discuss the passage of the Money Bill. 

5. What are the major causes for conflicts over water? Discuss in short one international and one inter-State 

water conflict. 

6. What is Three-Tier Panchayat system?  

7. What does the Article 360 deal with?  

8. What does the Article 1 of the Constitution deal with? 

9. What is zero hour? 

10. What issues does IMDT Act address? 

11. Write briefly about the NITI Aayog. How does it differ from the Planning Commission? 

12. What is pocket veto power? 

2018 

1. Analyze the salient features of the Charter Act of 1833. How can it be considered as a landmark in the 

constitutional history of India?  16 

2. Discuss the process of formation of the Union Council of Ministers. Discuss the powers and functions of the 

Union Council of Ministers. 



 

 

3. Discuss the composition and important features of Panchayati Raj system in Assam under the 73rd 

Amendment Act of the Constitution. What is the position of women under this Act? 

4. How is the Finance Commission of India constituted? Discuss the terms of reference of the 15th Finance 

Commission of India. 

5. What is social justice? What are its different dimensions? What is its importance in Indian context?  

6. What are the main features of the Directive Principles of State Policy? Discuss the relevance of the Policy 

for - the socio-economic development of a State. 

7. What is Triple Talaq Bill? 

8. When the President of India can declare constitutional emergency in a State? 

9. What does the Article 40 of the Indian Constitution deal with? 

10. Mention the Amendment with year by which the Indian Constitution has lowered the voting age from 21 

to 18. 

11. How long the Rajya Sabha can delay in the enactment of a Money Bill? 

12. Write the objectives of the Ganga Action Plan. Do you think that the objectives of the plan have been 

fulfilled? 

 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

2006 

1. What are the salient features of the Indo-Us Nuclear Deal? Why is there opposition to it?  

2. What do you mean by cholesterol? Why is it important in relation to one's health? 

3. What is Indian's 'Look East' Policy? 

4. What do you understand by ‘Doha Round’ of talks? 

2011 

1. Identify the sailent features of India's Look East Policy. How far is it beneficial for the indigenous people 

with primary activities? 

2. Discuss Iran's stand on nuclear power and the American reaction to it. 

3. Discuss the bilateral issues between India and Bangladesh, and comment on the recent trends of 

development in the relation ship between the two countries. 

4. Distinguish between IMF and World Bank. 

5. What is FIFA? 

6. Why was ASEAN formed? 



 

 

7. Who is Hafiz Saeed? Why is he in the news lately?  

2014 

1. Give the main reasons for India's claim for permanent membership of the Security Council of UNO. 

2. Write briefly about  

(a) BRICS Countries. 

(b) Paid news. 

2015 

1. What do you mean by the "look East Policy" How will it enhance India's development policy?  

2. What are WTO and GATT?  

3. State the geographical significance of Bhutan as a buffer state. 

2016 

1. What are the sailent features of Iran's nuclear agreement signed with five Nuclear Power countries and 

Germany of 14th July, 2015? Discuss briefly India-Iran relations in the shadow of the Nuclear Deal. 

2. Highlight the issues that the G-7 Summit 2015 had focussed. 

3. Which Global body designated Boko Haram as a terrorist group? Where does the terrorist group belong 

to?  

2017 

1. What is McMahon line? Why is it the bone of contention between China and India? 

2. What are the sustainable development goals initiated by the UN General Assembly? What are its global 

goals for transformation of world? Explain briefly. 

2018 

1. What steps were taken in the Indus Waters Treaty to resolve the water conflict between India and 

Pakistan? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Paper - IV 

General Studies-III 

(Technology, Economic Development, Bio-diversity, Environment, Security and Disaster 

Management) 

 Indian Economy and issues relating to Planning, Mobilization of Resources, Growth, Development and 

Employment. 

 Inclusive Growth and issues arising from it. 

 Government Budgeting. 

 Major Crops - Cropping Patterns in various parts of the country, - Different Types of Irrigation and 

Irrigation Systems; Storage, Transport and Marketing of Agricultural Produce and Issues and Related 

Constraints; E-technology in the aid of farmers. 

 Issues related to Direct and Indirect Farm Subsidies and Minimum Support Prices; Public Distribution 

System - Objectives, Functioning, Limitations, Revamping; Issues of Buffer Stocks and Food Security; 

Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing. 

 Food Processing and Related Industries in India- Scope’ and Significance, Location, Upstream and 

Downstream Requirements, Supply Chain Management. 

 Land Reforms in India. 

 Effects of Liberalization on the Economy, Changes in Industrial Policy and their Effects on Industrial 

Growth. 

 Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

 Investment Models. 

 Science and Technology- Developments and their Applications and Effects in Everyday Life. 

 Achievements of Indians in Science & Technology; Indigenization of Technology and Developing New 

Technology. 

 Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, Robotics, Nano-technology, Bio-technology and issues 

relating to Intellectual Property Rights. 

 Conservation, Environmental Pollution and Degradation, Environmental Impact Assessment. 

 Disaster and Disaster Management. 

 Linkages between Development and Spread of Extremism. 



 

 

 Role of External State and Non-state Actors in creating challenges to Internal Security. 

 Challenges to Internal Security through Communication Networks, Role of Media and Social Networking 

Sites in Internal Security Challenges, Basics of Cyber Security; Money-Laundering and its prevention. 

 Security Challenges and their Management in Border Areas - Linkages of Organized Crime with Terrorism. 

 Various Security Forces and Agencies and their Mandate. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

 

2006 

1. What is recession? Could the US recession bog down Indian economy? 

2. What are the alternative fuels available for the transport sector? Discuss their characteristics, utilization. 

3. Discuss the signaficance of the deal in which Tata Motors bought Jaguar and Land Rover from the 

automobile giant, Ford. 

4. What is SEZ? Why are some people raising objections against it? 

5. Discuss the main features of the 2008-2009 Annual Budget of India.  

6. Technological changes have brought in a major shift in the use of roads as transport corridors in India. Do 

you agree with this view?  

7. Write briefly about the following: 

(a) Rastriya Krishi Bima Yojana 

(b) Food Security 

(c) VAT Social Forestry 

(d) ICL vs. IPL  

(e) Venture Capital 

8. What is forward currency market?  

9. What is disguised unemployment? 

10. What is the difference between Green-box subsidies and Blue box subsidies? 

2011 

1. Discuss the initiative of the Government of India for promoting PPP (Public Private Partnership) in the 

infrastructural development of the country.  



 

 

2. What is meant by demographic dividend? Suggest measures through which India can realize demographic 

dividend.  

3. Discuss the policy of the Government of India regarding foreign investment. 

4. Discuss the main features of ICDS (Integrated Child Development Scheme) and MDM (Midday Meal) 

schemes mentioning the problems in implementing them and suggesting measures to improve the delivery 

system of the schemes. 

5. Distinguish between crop rotation and interculture. Why are these considered as essential in present-day 

context. 

6. Describe briefly the role of the following bodies in finalizing the Five-Year Plans: 

(i) The Ministry of Planning  

(ii) The National Development Council 

(iii) The Union Cabinet 

(iv) The Planning Commission 

7. Write what you know about consumer protection. 

8. Who does the economic census of India? When was it started? What information does an economic census 

provide? 

9. Write briefly about the following: 2 

(a) Poverty Line 

(b) VAT 

(c) Dryland Farming 

(d) Disguised unemployment 

(e) Industrial sickness  

(f) EDUSAT (September 20, 2004) by GSLV-FOI 

(g) SEZ 

(h) MNREGA 

(i) Tatra trucks 

10. What is HDI? 

11. What is the per capita income of India as per the latest estimate? Is it higher than that of the earlier 

period? Justify. 

12. Distinguish between a model and a paradigm.  

13. What are Navaratnas and Miniratnas? 

2014 

1. Discuss the achievements and failures of planning in India in the post-reform period. 



 

 

2. What factors are responsible for the increasing crisis in Balance of Payment in recent years ? Suggest 

some measures to solve the problem of deficit in the Balance of Payment in India. 

3. Give an idea about the pattern of investment in social and miscellaneous services in Indian Plans. 

4. Discuss the strength and weakness of the Food Security Act, 2013. 

5. What do you mean by the recessionary pressure on inflation ? 

6. What is 'buffer stock'? 

7. What is Eco-Tourism? 

8. Write briefly about the following  

(a) Foot loose industry. 

(b) Nirmal Bharat Abhijan. 

2015 

1. What is decentralised planning? Examine its advantages. 

2. What are the significant achievements of Five Year plans India? Discuss the factors which have inhibited 

the successful implementation of plans.  

3. What is Swacch Bharat Abhiyan? 

4. Discuss about ways and means how this campaign can be developed into a sustainable one in coming 

days. 

5. Write a note on the role played by internet in India in digital banking and Computer Aided Learning (CAL). 

6. When was the 12th five year plan launched? What were the main objectives?  

7. Explain the problems faced by the electricity sector of India.  

8. Discuss the reasons for the tremendous growth witnessed in the passenger car sector in India. 

9. Discuss how the Human Development Index is computed.  

10. What is meant by the credit rating of a country and how is this  determined?  

11. What is 'micro-credit'?  

12. When was the Reserve Bank of India established and who is its current Governor? 

13. What is Repo Rate? 

14. What is cash reserve ratio (CRR) and who controls it in India? 

15. Mention two major goals of the tenth five year plan of India.  

16. What is decentralised planning? 

17. What is a rolling Plan?  

18. What is an industrial corridor? 

19. Mention two main features of national income of India. 

20. What is Micro Finance? 



 

 

2016 

1. What is Mahalanobis model? 

2. What is the 'Give it Up' Scheme initiated by the Government of India? 2 

3. Which Plan's approach paper had the theme 'faster, sustainable and more inclusive growth'? Also 

mention the time period of this Plan. 

4. What is a footloose industry: Give two examples.  

5. Highlight the major features of the tribal development planning. How can such planning reduce social 

inequality in India?  

6. Explain the main causes responsible Ganga river pollution and suggest measures for cleaning the river 

Ganga. Comment on the recent move of the Government of India to raise the Ganga Volunteer Corps to 

be involved in the Clean Ganga Mission. 

7. While assessing the population problem of India, make an attempt to revolve adequate strategy for 

population planning and human resource development in the country. 

8. Describe the main features of the national income in India. Discuss the performance of national income in 

the agriculture sector. 

9. What are the major Tax Reform Measures' in the Union Budget 2016-17. Elaborate on one of the 

measures which you think to be most important,  

10. What is 'Direct Tax Code'? 

11. Write briefly on the Blue Revolution in India.  

12. What is 'Stand up India' Scheme? Examine its importance. 

13. Give an outline of the sailent features of the New Pension Scheme. 

2017 

1. Describe the salient features of Indian agriculture. Delineate the major rice producing belt of India. 16 

2. What are the main factors for the degradation of forests in India? Write briefly about the Ecomark' 

scheme and its objectives. 

3. When was the National Food Security Act enacted? Highlight the major programmes of the Act under the 

Ministry of Consumer Affairs. 

4. What is the main cause of urbanization? Critically examine the major issues and challenges that India 

faces as her urbanization proceeds. 

5. What are 'tax havens' and how are they promoting corruption in India? 

6. Write in short about GST and its impact on India's economy. 

7. Which Five-Year Plan focussed on 'growth with social justice and equity'? 

8. In which Five-Year Plan the gap between target and actual growth was the highest? 



 

 

9. Mention in two points how the productivity of human resources of India is adversely affected by high 

birthrate of population. 

2018 

1. In the context of poor quality of human life in India, discuss the objectives and strategy of the Smart City 

Programme. 

2. What is Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana? Make an assessment of its performance since inception. 

3. What is the objective of 'Make in India' initiative? Explain the four pillars' of this initiative. 

4. What is the main objective of Atal Amrit Abhiyan Scheme? 

5. What is a Soil Health Card? 

6. What is a long-term capital gains tax? 

7. What is AGMARK? 

8. What is the concept of Human Development Index? 

9. Where from and why does the RBI pay dividend to the Central Government? 

10. State five key characteristics of organic farming. 

11. What are cash crops? Give one example. 

12. What is the full form of SFDA? 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

2006 

1. Write briefly about the development of India's missile technology. 

2. What is obesity? How does it affect health? 

3. Write briefly about the following: 

(a) Human Genome Project 

(b) Raman Effect 

(c) Indian's Missile Programme  

4. What is Alzheimer's disease ? Discuss the symptoms. 

5. What is an operating system? Give examples. 

6. What is firewall? 

7. What do the following stand for? 

(j) HTMI, (ii) MPEG, (iii) ASCII, (iv) ISP 

8. What do you mean by computer architecture ? 



 

 

9. What do you understand by primary and secondary data? 

10. What is 'biodiesel?  

11. What do you understand by a 'Search engine' in internet browsing? 

12. What is 'Artificial Intelligence?  

13. What do the 'hackers' do ? 

14. What is EDUSAT? What role can it play in spreading education?  

2011 

1. State the sailent features of the space programme currently carried out by ISRO. 

2. What is cryogenic engine? Explain its importance for our country. 

3. What is insulin? Why is it important in relation to one's health. 

4. Agni-V 

2014 

1. The Government of India launched the Nano-Mission as an umbrella capacity-building programme. 

Explain what you understand by Nano technology and discuss its goal along with the rank of India in the 

field of Nano-Science. 

2. Highlight the major objectives of the new Science, Technology and Innovation Policy formulated by the 

Government of India in 2013. What are the focussed areas for the development and deployment of 

technology in India? 

3. What are the main functions of the INSAT Series of Satellites ? 

4. Write briefly about the following: 

(a) GSAT-14 launched by ISRO. 

(b) Cloning. 

(c) INS Sindhurakshak. 

5. What is G.P.S.? Mention its two functions. 

2015 

1. What is a geostationary satellite? Describe the first geostationary satellite launched by ISRO and its major 

achivement.  

2. National Science Day is celebrated every year on 28th February. Describe the discovery with which this 

day is related. 

3. Which is the largest indigenously-built' Warship of the country and where was it constructed? 

4. Which invention was chosen for Nobel Prize in Physics for the year 2014 and who were the inventors? 



 

 

5. What is H1N1? 

6. In March 2014 India was officially declared free of a virus. Name the virus and who declared it free? 

7. What is insulin? Why is it important in relation to one's health? 

2016 

1. What is LASER? 

2. What is LED bulb? 

3. What is a Cryogenic engine? 

4. How does heat energy come from the sun to the earth?  

5. Name the first Indian Remote Sensing Satellite and mention the date when it was launched. 

6. What is 'DNA fingerprinting'? Give an example of its utilization. 

7. What are the effects of Zika virus? Should India be worried about this virus? Suggest the measures 

necessary to check its spread. 

8. Write briefly on the Line System. 

2017 

1. What are carbon nanotubes? 

2. Give an overview of Space Programme in India. Write briefly about the major space centres of India. 

3. Assess the development of science and technology in the Mughal period. 

2018 

1. What is a cryptocurrency? 

2. Write about the success that India achieved in the field of Space Science and Technology. In what way has 

this technology helped India in its socio-economic development? 

3. Who is popularly known as 'Missile Man of India'? 

BIODIVERSITY AND ENVIRONMENT 

2006 

1. On what day, the World Environment Day is observed ? Dis cuss how it all started. 

2. Give at least three evidences in support of climate change. 

3. Write briefly about the following: 

(a) Environmental Impact Assessment 



 

 

(b) Biodiversity  

2011 

1. Critically examine India's commitment to climate change negotiations. 

2. What is biomass? Discuss the significance of the use of biomass as nonconventional energy. 

3. What is desertification? State four practical measures to check it. 

4. Kyoto Protocol 

5. What is global warming? 

6. What do you mean by biodiversity loss?  

2014 

1. Explain the phenomenon of Ozone depletion, its causes and effects. Briefly mention some measures to 

check the Ozone depletion. 

2. What is 'Earth Hour' campaign ? What is sought to be achieved through it? 

1. Write briefly about the following: 

(a) Carbon Cycle. 

(b) Impact of Green House emission on environment. 

(c) What is an elephant corridor?  

(d) What is the basic difference between National Park and Wild Life Sanctuary? 

2015 

2. Discuss the salient features of us, China climate Accord. What were the agreement made by both the 

countries? 

3. Explain what do you mean by "Global Warming". 

4. What is Biodiesel? 

5. What is the difference between CNG and LPG? 

2016 

1. What is a Biosphere Reserve? Explain with reference to a particular Biosphere Reserve in India.  

2. What is Paris Agreement on climate change? Critically examine the main highlights of the Agreement and 

bring out its chances of succeeding in controlling the phenomenon of climate change. 

3. What is carbon trading? 

2017 



 

 

1. What are greenhouse gases and what is greenhouse effect? Discuss the potential and contribution of 

these gases to global warming. 

2. Write about acid rain and its impact on environment. 

3. What is ozone-layer depletion? 

2018 

1. What do you understand by the 'Chipko Movement? Discuss its role in the protection of trees. 

2. What do you understand by global warming? Discuss the main causes of global warming and suggest 

measures for diminishing its effects on the earth. 

3. What does the slogan 'Zero Defect Zero Effect' signify? 

4. Define Ozone depletion. 

 

Paper - VI 

GS paper 5 on Assam  - 250 Marks  

 (History, Heritage, Culture, Geography, Governance, Polity, Social Justice, International Relations,  

 Economic Development, Bio-diversity, Environment, Security and Disaster Management of Assam)  

i. History, Art, Culture, Literature, Tradition & Heritage of Assam.  

o Major Landmarks in the History of Assam, Major Dynasties, their Administrative and    Revenue 

systems, Socio-cultural Issues, Freedom Movement, Political Awakening and Integration, Salient 

features of Architecture and Monuments, Arts, Paintings and Handicrafts, Important Works of 

literature, Fairs, Festivals, Folk Music and Folk Dances, Culture, Tradition and Heritage, Religious 

Movements, Leading Personalities.  

ii. Geography Of Assam  

o Broad physical features, Major physiographic divisions, Natural Resources of Assam, Climate, 

Natural Vegetation, Forests, Wildlife and Bio-diversity, Mines and Minerals, Population and Major 

Industries.  

iii. Political and Administrative System of Assam  



 

 

o Governor, Chief Minister, State Assembly, High Court, Assam Public Service Commission, District 

Administration, State Human Rights Commission, State Election Commission, State Information 

Commission, Public Policy, Legal Rights and Citizen Charter.  

iv. Economy of Assam  

o Macro overview of Economy, Major Agricultural, Industrial and Service Sector Issues, Growth, 

Development and Planning, Infrastructure & Resources, Major Development Projects, 

Programmes and Schemes-Government Welfare Schemes for SC/ST/Backward 

Class/Minorities/Disabled Persons, Destitute, Women, Children, Old Age People, Farmers & 

Laborers. 

v. Bio-diversity, Environment, Security and Disaster Management with relevant emphasis on State of 

Assam. 

2006 

1. Write what you know about the following 

(a) Bhakti Movement in Assam 

(b) Madhava Kandali 

(c) Sati 

(d) Kumar Bhaskara Barman 

(e) The Battle of Saraighat 

(f) Salim Ali 

(g) The Assam Accord 

(h) Chukafa 

(i) Majuli 

(j) Bahadur Gaon Burha 

(k) The Rang-Ghar 

(l) Poa Macca 

(m) Ambikagiri 

(n) The Nritya 

2011 

1. Distinguish between Subsidiary Alliance and the Doctrine of Lapse. Who adopted them in Assam, and why?  

2. Focus some light on witch-hunting in Assam and suggest some effective measures to overcome this 

menace. 



 

 

3. Assam registered a 14% increase in Rhino population in the last three years. Discuss the threats against the 

Rhino and how far the present wildlife policy can save the Rhino against the in creasing threats. Mention 

some of the measures that should be taken to protect the animal. 

4. Why and when is Me-Dum-Me-Phi observed? What is its significance? 

5. Write briefly about the following: 2 

a. Charaideo 

b. Jarwas 

c. Malini Than 

d. Ali Aye Ligang 

e. Kumar Bhaskara Varman 

6. Write what you know about the following:2 

(a) Namghosha 

(b) Jon Beel Mela 

(c) Rani Gaidalu 

(d) Ajan Pir 

(e) Neo-Vaishnavism 

(f) Rudra Singha 

(g) State Planning Board 

7. Name the authors of the following books: 

(a) Planter's Raj to Swaraj 

(b) Godan 

8. Who are the Apatanis? Where do they live? What is a 'point of order'? What can it be raised? 

9. Who is Hina Rabbani? 

2014 

1. Discuss the general administrative structure of Assam and its functioning from block to district level. Do 

you see any need to improve the system for more effective delivery of services to the public ? Suggest 

some measures to do so. 

2. Present the salient features of the Industrial and Investment policies of the Government of Assam and add 

your comment on their effective implementation. 

3. What is the present status of biodiversity in Assam? Do you agree that the biodiversity of the state can be 

best preserved only through Protective Area Regulations? Give reasons for your views. 

4. Analyse the prospect of trans-border trade as an emerging area for the future growth of the North-East in 

general and Assam in particular. 

5. Examine the impact of the Neo-Vaishnavite movement in Assam. 



 

 

6. What is your understanding of the Grouping System initiated by the British and its connection with 

Assam? Briefly discuss the role of Gopinath Bordoloi in its relation to Assam. 

7. Write briefly about the decentralized planning in Assam. 

8. What is the 6th Schedule of the Indian Constitution? How is it being implemented in Assam ? 

9. Discuss the impact of the Cunningham circular on Assam. 

10. Discuss the Paik or the Khel System of Ahom administration. Can this system be considered as the 

foundation ground of the modern Panchayat System? 

11. What is 'Joint Forest' management ? Briefly highlight its efficacy in the context of Assam. 

12. What is NEC? Highlight its role in the development of the North East with suitable examples. 

13. In which years Assamese language was withdrawn as the official language of the state and reinstated 

again. Name a few persons instrumental for its reinstatement. 

14. Write briefly about any twenty of the following: 

(a) Ath Mangala. 

(b) Ankia-Bhaona. 

(c) Kirtan-Ghosa. 

(d) Rang Ghar and Kareng Ghar. 

(e) Gita-Gobinda. 

(f) Bahadur Gaonburah and freedom movement. 

15. Name the authors of the following books: 

(a) India Against Itself. 

(b) Hill Politics in North-East India 

2015 

1. Trace the circumstances leading to the treaty of Yandabo (1826). Why is it regarded as a Major landmark 

in the history of Assam? 

2. Write a short account on the problems of development of tourism industry in the North-East India. 

3. Give a brief account of "Namghar" and "Manikut" of Assamese Society. 

4. What are the functions of the North East Council (NEC)? 

5. What are the effects of the British rule in Assam?  

6. Write what do you know about Ajan Fakir. 

2016 

1. What were the main recommendations of the Cabinet Mission Plan? Describe Assam's fight against the 

Grouping system. 



 

 

2. Distinguish between the wastelands and the wetlands. Discuss the various measures adopted by the 

Central and the State Government concerned for the preservation of wetlands in Assam. 

3. Discuss the circumstances leading to the establishment of the Bodoland Territorial Council. What are the 

implications of the setting up to this Council for other ethnic communities in Assam? 

4. Write briefly about decentralized planning in Assam and its advantages. 

5. Discuss the status and role of 'Namghar' in the social and cultural life of Assam 

6. Write a short note on 'Malinithan' of Arunachal Pradesh. 

7. What are the names of the Brahmaputra in its upper course and the lower course? 

8. What is the meaning of 'Dimasa'?  

9. What is Chihnyatra? 

10. When was the province of Eastern Bengal and Assam created? What was its capital? 

11. Mention two heads under revenue receipts of the Government of Assam.  

12. Who was the ruler of Kamarupa during Hiuen Tsang's visit? 2 

13. Who was known as 'Bamuni Konwar'? 

14. Name two principal cash crops of Assam. 

15. What do you know about 'Bathow Puja'? 

16. Mention the Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) and Maternity Mortality Rate (MMR) in Assam. 

2017 

1. "Assam is not only rich in natural resources but also in cultural life and socioeconomic setup which are 

prevalent among the different ethnic groups.” Examine it with reference to the various ethnic groups of 

the State. 16 

2. Write a short note on 'Gamosa' and its significance in Assamese society. 4+4=8 

3. What policies did the Ahoms adopt towards the frontier tribes? 

4. Discuss the recent population policy framed by the Assam Government. Is it helpful for the development 

of the State? Give reason. 

5. Why is there a disparity in development of North-East India? How can we address regional disparities by 

appropriate planning? 3+2=5 

6. What is biodiversity hot spot? Write the biodiversity significance of North-East India. 

7. Write about the significance of 'Japi' in Assamese society. 

8. Write briefly about the position of women in medieval Assamese society. 5 

9. Name the countries having inter national boundary with the States of North-East India? 

10. Give two reasons why Assam is lagging behind in blue revolution in spite of having innumerable wetlands. 

11. Identify two issues in which NE India is lagging behind its neighbouring States of India. 

12. How has climate change affected the production of tea in Assam? 



 

 

13. Name the tropical rain forest of Assam and state its characteristics. 

14. What is the decadal growth of population in Assam during the decade 2001-2011? 

15. What is the meaning of 'Bhatima"? 

16. What are the Zikirs and Zaris? 

17. What is the other name of 'Naam Ghosa? Why is it so called? 

18. What do you know about 'Bhatheli festival'? 

19. What do the letters CTC stand for when used in relation to tea? 

20. Name two tea gardens of Maniram Dewan. 

21. Mention two threats faced by the small tea growers of Assam. 

22. What is Ali-Aye-ligang? 

23. Mention two commercial crops of Assam other than tea. 

24. In which year the Battle of Saraighat was fought and who was the Ahom king at that time? 

25. Name the bird sanctuary of Assam and in which district it is located. 

2018 

1. Discuss the present status of industrial development in the North-Eastern region. In what possible ways 

do you think the economic development of this region can be accelerated? 

2. Discuss the features of Citizenship Amendment Bill, 2016. Write about the concerns of the people of 

Assam over the said Bill. 

3. What is an agro-climatic zone? Describe the agro-climatic zones of Assam. 2+6=8 

4. Briefly explain the functions performed by the North Eastern Council. 

5. Where are the bell-metal industries in Assam located? What are the problems faced by the industry in the 

State? 4+4-8 

6. Give a brief description of the social life of Rabha Tribe of Assam. 

7. Write a note on the Paik system in Ahom kingdom. 

8. What are the problems and prospects of industry of Assam? 

9. 'Raijor Podulit Raijor Sarkar', what does it mean? 

10. When and where was the first capital of Ahom kingdom established? 

11. In which year was the first Assamese newspaper Arunodoi published? Who was the editor of the first 

edition? 

12. Write the name of the editors of daily newspapers, The Assam Tribune and The Dainik Asam. 

13. Name the film that was awarded Rajat Kamal, 2018. Who is the director of the film? 

14. What does the Clause 6 of the Assam Accord deal with? 

15. Name any two of the Ramsar Sites of Northeast India. 

16. Who was Ajan Fakir? 



 

 

17. What is Ojapali? 

18. Analyze the causes and consequences of the Moamaria Rebellion. How far was it responsible for the 

downfall of Ahom rule? 

 

 

 

 


